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(HE RIDDLE WOMAN is ,a drama of (he ri‘_.'-:' aies 0f ut
cartainties of a wonan ' s heart, E‘. 18 a story 14 fon ! i I Wilh
true love: bud men with good men; weak wo viti GAZ; ]
woman proves to bae hor tower of strength —t [=feadar : r pu I " :
It is a bartle of the sexes, It depiets the nttva ion of evil tor ‘_..‘.'-Hlti_ i'he tensty

the spoken drama from which

of its sex appeal grips, sways and thrlls. It s ) as
I'he Riddle Woma: f was preturized,

speaks as tellingiy as

]h HYY ‘-‘r"-}-'-t!!f:i*?\‘lxl.l!”lll\1[1“'115 thr-e Wworien winomv? ' ' e
one. into the avitul wils of a4 rove.  How the second wornan saves the avst aad tas Hrs
woituan saves the thivd from the machinations atf thi1s unsne Uoihle higekouard, mages d
T'W" ]’1\ plot of unusual dramatic interest. The action of the play takes ».d 0
penhagen, Denmark, and New York.
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o [ b
aS 2‘ Fé tain  conditiofts our ple indastry we
fa | e’ Jb }._-‘.1.‘.;-\? : L p ¢
£ o' y > cannot as we stated in our memorial
p ) o by » F T % A SR . :
SR, CR -} kA nact legislation that would unduly bur-
den our resources and tend to check our
(Conti d from yesterday' s Aves.) ynmearce anid business. A tax on per-

ond Mecmber for Christiansted Town
(Canegata) remarked: Mo, Chairman. |
am certainly not vrepared to speak on
this question today and that’s the reason
why 1 did not venture any jexplanation.
Had 1 known that I would have been
called upon [ would have spent a littie
time in getting my thoughts to ether. I
have no authority ‘o speak for any of
tne other members so what 1 might say
tolay is purely my owr personal opinion.

Fvery scheme or system ot taxation
s, I think, generaliy based or supposed
th conform in some way tc the four car-
dinal maxims of taxation which was first
laid down by Adam Swmith, wviz: (1)
equailty, (I1) cerwrinty, (1II) conveni-
ence and (1V) economy; and all discus-
sion or eriticism as to the merits of the
scheme is based as to the extent or man-
ner in which the system conforms to
these four canons. This system does |

not conform to these canons in many
subjects, a complete analysis with refer-
ence thereto I am unprepared to make
today. ‘
First and foremost this is mainly an

sonal propa2rty is a én ek placed on aeecu-
malaiion and in onsaguence indireet pro-
duciion will be lessoned.

One more point recarding the asses-

sor—No assessor however exporr  ean
sver he expected to assess all Kuads of
persondl proper y tasansty tne oo juire-

ments of the laws with even approxi-

mate azearvacy exeept he is endowed with

"1 " V1) { b s 1" . v -
(iivineg Wisom. i e '.J“'I L oDIme
qeross  sometime avo a report of the

iat Committee on Tax Revision in the

Seate of V i:;.m..l an exrract of which 1
have heve at presant, and -whien shows
the injuastice wrouzat by sueh a  tax

lJllu‘l a0 the disproportionate assessment
of large and small properries. The inves-
tization covered over 16,000 pieces ol pro-
perty and showed chat watle the average
ratio of assessment to the true value was
33%, parcels wi n'l'l‘ less than $590 were
assessed at 47% of fuli "“l:ll" and par-
c2ls worth more than $10,000 at only 28%
of full value. Thatjuy w.:_.m m 1 think
will furnish us with a fair estimate of
what we can expeet from our assessor.

Again, nnother point. from the maxim

ofteconomy is the amount of unnecessa-
rv vexation which the tax would cause,

and while it may be arguesd th=t vexa-
tior is nor erpense, it is eguivalent
to the ex»nense to which every man
is willine to redeem hios-10 vvors 1t
?T{:r'“i-_: ‘,i".t.: :"-“!-‘.‘:.{.‘:‘-Z': oo ‘-'a'l"'.' in .;:.
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stated in response to a miellnhHet i i

was useless to enact taxation waen thare

was nothine to tax. We all #udorse this
statement. | "n:lr’l%tﬂ'ni tho that this
srdinance 1s a result of the visit of the
first Congressional Commission in 1920,
and the object aimed at was not so muaen
to 1nerease taxation as o onande toe
system. now this Couneil has Jast p
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yress Its view on the madder, h
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etfect a savin 3.01)) i Vel
IMosl \ reckon i ) nan
€3.000 p al AN b i on
this sland {(r>m w ‘N ne eXnenses ni
th assessor's offize will have to be de-
‘r;ll ted. \\ the ordinance |[I"l 1A es

the Horse, Carriage and h-i.!l Tax, we
propose to maintain this still which gives
us a net inenme of over $5,000. 1 think |

have said ail that 1 wish to say

Govern nenot Seeretary (- i) re-
marked :  Alr Chalrman, The 2n1 Mem
per for Uhris BYIE 1 1t ndas enuncle
ed the four doinis of taxation and the
first is equality. 1 would like to know

if it conlirms to the canon of equality to
tax real property and ailow personal
property to go without any tax ? The
Boat, Horse and Carriage Tax was pr =
posed to be stricken, we found since ths
ordinance has bkeen before the Council
that the proposed exclusion 1s a mistake.
Some one has said that every new tax
is 2 bad tax and every old tax is a good
tax: this is only a ehange in the form of N
taxation. Tae Congressional Commis-
sior. which visited these islands in 1920
has these words to say :
“The Commizsion found the system
of taxation in the islands unjust, in-
effizient, and archaic. We recommendl
that the entire system be reformed,
with a view of securing a greater in-
ecome, which we believe possible, and
in order also to more fairly equalize
the burdens of taxa‘ion. ’




