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Estate Botany Bay is the farthest point West on the island of
St. Thomas. The ruins of the sugar cane factory, probably built
around 1800, and the surrounding outbuildings are located on a
bluff above the cove of the bay. Few sugar cane factories are
remaining on the island of St. Thomas, and with its unusual
fortress-like massing, fine proportions and dramatic siting, the
factory at Estate Botany Bay has particular significance.

The massing of Botany Bay's factory--a 2-story rectangle (75' x
30') with a central, one story projection (18' x 32') battered
toward the interior is in contrast to the usual T-shape plan of
factories on St. Croix. The building is constructed of red
ballast brick, rubble masonry and local brain coral, and was
originally stuccoed. The walls are 3 feet thick, with brick
buttresses running the length of the interior wall on the west
facade. Attached flanking brick staircases at the intersection
of the factory wall and the projection allow access to the level
of the central projection. Various remains indicate that the
roof of the factory was gabled and had a timber frame. One
square pinnacle remains on the NE corner.

The main, western facade has three bays in the form of a large
central window opening flanked by two smaller ones. The side
walls have three bays, and the rear wall,four. All the window
openings have flat, jack arches with brick voussoirs and no
keystone, and are splayed to the interior. Wrought iron drive
pintles in the corners indicate that exterior shutters were
provided. The windows were fitted with horizontal wooden bars,
of which several still remain. The wood casings are recessed
into the masonry exterior walls, and there are remains of plaster
on some jambs and soffits.

The interior is partitioned into a series of rooms, which may
have had timber beam ceilings. There is also a series of barrel-
vaulted rooms inside the battered projection on the main facade.
On the interior, there is a second battered projection about 10
feet square, jutting from the center of the rear, east wall into
the interior space. A large iron pot, called a "copper", used to
cook the sugar cane juice after it had been heated and skimmed,
is now sunken into the projection, but this is not its original
location.
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The Virgin Islands Government, Department of Conservation and
Cultural Affairs, has initiated discussions with the owners of
Botany Bay with the intentions of acquiring all or part of the
estate including the historic site and archaeological site. The
Government intends to establish an historic park in association
with a recreational facility, stabilize the ruins, and initiate
a program of historic, archaeological and nature interpretations.
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A small rectangular opening in the center of the south wall appears
to be the entrance point of the pipe that carried the unprocessed
sugar cane juice by gravity from the site of the original animal
mill, on the higher grade SE of the factory. Semi-circular openings
reinforced with terracotta and placed mid-way down the length of
the south walls, are the openings of tunnels through which the fires
under the coppers were stoked. Farther down the wall, there is a
series of square openings of tunnels that probably acted as a means
of drainage in the refining process, but their specific function is
not clear.

A new house has been constructed over the ruins of the site of the
animal mill, already mentioned, to the SE of the factory. To the
rear of the mill is located the ruin of one of the slave quarters,
another similar ruin lies directly behind it.

The landscaping around the factory is in a lush, natural state,
though the immediate area surrounding the factory is kept cleared.
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Estate Botany Bay is one of the few remaining ruins of a sugar plan-
tation in St. Thomas. The ruins include most of the sugar factory
and several walls of the slave quarters. Although the exact date of
construction is unknown, it can be assumed from property deed records
that the plantation was operational in 1810.

The Danes began settlement in the West Indies during the 17th

century primarily to develop plantation agriculture. Cotton and -
sugar were the major crops cultivated. As the world demand for sugar
increased, sugar became the most improtant agricultural product. .

Sugar production in St. Thomas reached its peak in 1725 and after
1754 the industry became of little importance compared to the grow-
ing commercial economy.

The first recorded land transaction for Estate Botany Bay is dated
January 17, 1810, in which, after the death of James Murphy, Elizabeth
Murphy (with T. Blair and executor O. Buntzen and J.P. Jennings) deeded
Botany Bay with belongings to William Punnett and Edward C. Murphy.
Estate Botany Bay experienced a series of estate and debt sales in
1814, 1816 and 1818. On July 26, 1827 Botany Bay and neighboring
Fortuna were sold by their owner William Punnett to William Ackers Esq.,
attorney to the Liverpool firm of Falkner and Mandsley, in liquidation
of Punnett's debts. Included in the transaction were twenty-nine male
slaves, twenty-two women, ten boys, eight girls and stock belonging to
the estate consisting of twenty-three mules, eight asses and fifteen
horned cattle. Ackens immediately sold the lot to Robert Flemming Esq.
of St. Thomas for $36,000.

The deterioriated conditions of Estate Botany Bay in the late 19th
century is indicated by its sale in May, 1878 to Merchant W. White
for the purchase sum of $900. The ruins of Estate Botany Bay are

a significant reminder of the importance of sugar cultivation to the
agriculture economy of St. Thomas.

The unusual fortress-like massing, five proportions and dramatic siting
of the factory, together with the lush surrounding landscape, make Botany
Bay a highly significant site.
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