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UBDERWATER DEMOLITION UNIT
DEMONS S WEW HYGH-SPEED
TWIN SLED PICKUP METHOD

% {0fficial Kavy footage released by Department of Defense)
i"?“‘”"’“?ifrat official films show the Atlantic Fleet's Underwater lemolition
{ Unit at St. Thomas, Virgin Islends, demonstrating the new Mark § Scuba gear
| end new high-speed twin "sled" pickup method.
2__“_—-_—.-——.
The new system dbeing used for high-speed placement aad recovery of UIT
swimmers utilizes two fibreglass '51eds” yhieh resemble ordinery rowboete with
the transoms removed. The abaence of a tiransom permite easy access snd exit
by svimmers and also permits water to flcod the sled so thet it sits low in
the wvater. EFach sled can accommodate up to ten swimmers. The sgleds sre connected
at the bows by a long tow cable having a buoy at its center. With the swimmers
on board, the sleds are relensed simultaneously from & canvas sheet trailing from

p a speeding boat.

When the swimmers have completed their assignments, they assemble in the
sleds for pickup. The tov cable comnecting the sleds is stretched taut with
the buoy marking its ceater. The pickup boat extends a "sword” forward from
its bow and speeds townrd the bucy. On contect with the sword, the cable rides
up to the bow of the boat and into & winch vhere it is imsvediately engaged and
wound in. The sleds trail behind the boat as they are graduslly houled in and
pulled on board over the cenvas.

The Undervater Demolition Unit which is based at Litile Creek, Virginis,
15 in the Virgim Islands briefly to train new men in diviag physiology end the
use of undervater breathing appa.mtus of various types including waderuater
svime by compas as long as 2 1/2 miles. This perticular class recently completed
its gruelling 16 weeks of basic traiaing and "final exar” which included en
eighteen mile run, & seven mile svim and practice ralds lavolving actual demciition.
Sequences show:
ga} UDTs belag briefed on the beach, St. Thomas, V.I.

) Two fidergless "sleds" being towed.
¢} The plekup boat extends a "sword", the cable rides uwp to the bow of the
boat anﬂ :lnto a winch where it is immdia‘cely engage& apd wound im.

sleds trall behind the boat as ﬁmﬂ hauled in and pulled
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