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La Grande Princesse School lies north of North Road, two miles
north-west of Christiansted, St. Croix. It is significant as one
example of the eight schools of identical design built on St. Croix
as a result of Governor-General Peter von Scholten's efforts to
improve the conditions of the slaves. Construction of the school
began in or soon after 1837, and was completed and the school dedi-
cated in 1841. A festive ceremony was held on May 16 of that year
at La Grande Princess building to dedicate all the schools.

The architect-builder of La Grande Princess and the other so- /
called "von Scholten schools" was Albert Lgvmand (1827-1847), from
Denmark. IPpvmand received a classical education in architecture
at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen before coming to Ve
the West Indies in 1832, and the design of the schools is a clear
projection of his classical training.

The building is on a low hill, above the main road, and is
approached by a semi-circular paved drive. It faces to the south-
west, with the long axis running northwest-southeast. Constructed
of rubble masonry, covered with stucco, the building is a one story
rectangle, measuring 62' 2" by 37' 9" with seven bays on the long
facades and three bays on the ends. As found in all the school
designs, the main facade is divided into three parts: a slightly
projecting central section of three bays, flanked by two sections
of two bays each. Capital bands applied to the piers dividing the
bays on the central section, level with the transom bars of the doors,
create the illusion of engaged pilasters. The projecting foundation
of the building, serves as a watertable, and varies in height from
approximately one to three feet. A one foot deep band, immediately
below the cornice, projecting about one inch from the wall, together
with the foundation line, create a recessed panelled area of wall
surface. Masonry quoins articulate the corners.

There are three entrances to the building, on the southwest,
northwest and southeast facades. Means of access to the main en-
trance is by a stepped platform of four stairs, and on the side
entrances, by two steps. On the end facades, the doors have a large
masonry surround tolled to imitate quoins and radiating blocks above
the semi-circular arch. All windows and doors have flat heads and are
set into round arched niches. The fanlight areas above the windows are
filled in with masonry, with two vertical bands of molding dividing
them into three sections.
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All windows have wood casings with drip caps and lug sills, and
are fitted with double wooden shutters. Hardware on the shut-
ters includes strap hinges with heart-shaped cusps on drive
pintles, and L- and bar brackets.

There is a continuous rounded cornice at the eaves and the
roof is hipped, and covered with corrugated metal.

The interior plan of the school is a single main room, with
two side rooms off the central section.

There is a 19th Century cookhouse, built of the same mate-
rial as the school, about 50' to the northwest. It is in the
form of a barrel-vaulted rectangle, with a rear chimney.

There is a centrally-placed window on the southeast end, and
a door on the northeast, rear facade. The interior is a single
room.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

La Grande Princesse was the first of eight schools built on
St. Croix specifically for slave children, as part of Governor-
General Peter von Scholten's program to improve the condition
of slaves. On June 4, 1839, von Scholten introduced an Edict
of Free Compulsory Education for Slave Children. The schools
were to be operated by Moravian Missionaries for slave children
between the ages of six and 13. The construction was financed
in part by the planters (who were taxed in proportion to their
number of slaves) and in part by Burgher Council appropriations.
La Grande Princess School was opened on May 16, 1841.

Friedrich Martin, a noted Moravian Missionary-teacher,
supervised the schools for slave children on St. Croix and lived
and was buried next to La Grande Princess School.

La GrandePrincesse is the only "von Scholten school" still
in educational use, serving as a school for the retarded.

La Grande Princesse School, designed by Albert Lgvmand, is
a good West Indian example of traditional Danish classicism
with three part front facades articulated by flat engaged pila-
sters, corner quoining and a molded cornice below a low parapet
which encloses a typical hip roof.
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