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Estate Bordeaux is situated on a high bluff 680' above
Bordeaux Bay on the north shore of St. Thomas in the West End
Quarter. The original Great House is two rooms in plan, one story
on a high cellar, with plastered rubble walls and pockets for the
timber frame of a hipped roof, now gone. The main, or upper,
floor part of the north end wall has two windows, the east wall
two windows and a door, the south wall a central door with flanking
windows, and the west wall three doors (two of which were originally
windows) and a window. All openings at this level are lined with
brick and have flat brick arches and splayed jambs. A one story
high cellar projects from the east wall of the Great House, and has
a low parapet wall that creates a roof top terrace. This area is
entered through two brick segmental arched openings in the east
facade. The space is inaccessible, but it appears that it was
used for storage and a cistern. The ceiling height in the cellar

is 6', in the main floor 9' 8". A 12' 6" wide porch spans the
south facade of the Great House, with a stone staircase at the east
end.

A one story gabled roof addition, 20'x31', set on a high cellar
has been appended to the south half of the west wall of the Great
House. This section is three by two bays, built with plastered
rubble walls and has a later corrugated tin roof supported by
early timber King Post trusses. All openings have platered brick
lined, splayed jambs, brick flat arches and wood casings. The
porch spanning the south facade of the original section of the
Great House continues across the south facade of the addition, termin-
ating at a parapet walled terraceywhich surrounds the west and north
facades of this section. A rubblie cistern, 10 feet 'square, is located
in the west terrace, possibly replacing the earller cistern east of
the Great House..

A two story rubble masonry outbuilding, possibly a kitchen
but with no signs of an oven or chimney, is located 20' west of
the west terrace. One story high, the 18'x22' structure has two
windows in each of the long north-south walls. Being in ruins,
it is impossible to tell the original roof form, but it is
assumed that it was hip since the end walls show no signs of a
gable. The outbuilding has a stone walk extending from the north
facade and connecting to a rubble bell tower, much altered from
its original form. Other unidentified ruins of probably slave
quarters, stables and other outbuildings exist scattered to the
west of the Great House. The mill and factory are in ruins and are
located a considerable distance east of the Great House.
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The ruins of a small gable roofed one room structure remain
at the shore of Bordeaux Bay. It is thought that this building
was used as a warehouse to store processed sugar for trans-
shipment to the port at Charlotte Amalie. The 22' thick walls are
constructed of rubble and coral block, laid in a mortar very rich
in sand, which has resulted in the collapse of much of the upper
part of the walls. There are two windows in the 44' long north wall,
a small window in the 30' wide gable ends and a single, wide door
in the west facade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Estate Bordeaux lies in the fact that it is
typical of architectural styles of plantation great houses built
during the 19th century. Ruins of a mill, great house and storage
buildings remain of the estate buildings.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, the Danes joined other
European nations in securing colonies in the West Indies. The
Danes hoped that their colonies would provide them with permanent
sites for their trading and commercial interests. Agriculture
was to serve as a supplement to the income provided in commerce
and trading.

The Purchase of St. Thomas in 1671 for trade and agriculture
proved unsuccessful. However, the purchase of St. John (1718)
and St. Croix (1733) was influenced more by the potential which
they possessed for cultivation than by the need to use them as
trading centers.

St. Thomas, which the Danes purchased to serveg as a commercial
port had less agricultural development than the other islands.
However,there were some sugar plantations in operation. By 1752
St. Thomas reached its peak in sugar production and by 1754 it was
no longer important to the sugar industry. Moreover, during the
19th century the island's commercial and trading interests were
finally prospering.

Accoding to local legend, Plantage Bordeaux was held by the
Brandenburg Africa Company which operated from 1685 to 1715 in
St. Thomas. On November 24, 1685, Christian V entered into a
treaty with the Duchy of Brandenburg which permitted a Brandenburg
Company to establish itself in St. Thomas. Both the colony and
the rival Danish West India Company were jealous of the prosperity
the Brandenburg Company experienced. However, the privileges which
had been granted to them led to increases for the colony in general
and laid the foundation for commercial enterprise and success for
St. Thomas.
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The first land transaction recorded for Estate Bordeaux
was May, 1832. William Punnet who held the extensive plan-
tations on the western portion of St. Thomas sold Bordeaux
to Mr. James Kennedy. The purchase included all the lands,
buildings, works and utensils, 26 mules and 124 slaves. In
1844 the estate of the deceased James Kennedy was auctioned to the
highest bidder, Mr. A. Kerllerup, St. Thomas Lawyer and colonial
representative. The last record of Bordeaux appearing as a
sugar plantation was 1845.

The ruins of the Great House and the warehouse at the
water's edge are of architectural significance because of their
design, construction techniques and, in the case of the Great
House, the architectural detailing that remains.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a point (A) on the shore 320' Northeast of the Northeast
corner of the Great House and extending South 520' to point B; then

West 900' to point C; then North 520' to point D, and then East, to > %ol

e

the point of origin all-as shown in red-on the attached sketch of -
Estate Bordeaux.

GPO 892 455

re

A

LA

e

a

-~




. /078
[ SIGNIFICANCE — A dJdevd wnn :

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICAN'CE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION __LAW . __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 _XAGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS 3 __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION oot —MILITARY __SOCIALZHUMANITARIAN
_X1700-1799 __ART : __ENGINEERING * . __MuUSIC __THEATER
_X1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
__1800- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
__JNVENTION $
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Because St. Thomas period of significant sugar cultivation ended in
the mid 18th century with only a dwindling number of marginal plantations
persevering into the next century, architectural examples of this once dom-
inant way of life have been reduced by negléct and decay to rarity. Because
Bordeaux Bay Estate remained operative into the mid 19th century, its Great
House and waterfront warehouse survive as architecturally significant ex-
hibits of the crucial sugar economy stage of St. Thomas' development.

A legend that the plantation began as the headquarters of the Branden-
burg Africa Company has attached itself to Bordeaux Bay Estate.. Unfortunately,
like so many legends concerning the dimly documented early years of the
Danish colony on St. Thomas, the available evidence contradicts this. The
legend seems to have originated from a mlsunderstand;ng of the roles of the
Brandenburg Company in St. Thomas and of its last D1recto;, Thomas Bourdeaux,
the founder of Bordeaux Bay Estate. -

Brandenburg, the nucleus of the future Prussian kingdom emerged in
the late 17th century as the dominant state in fractured Germany. Among its
ambltlon, in pursuing its goal of rising to the first rank of European powers,
was the acquisition of colonial commerce, partlcularly a share of the notorious
but lucrative slave trade. - Having acquired a station on the Guinea Coast
of Africa in 1682, they began to search for a suitable base at the other end
of the trade in the West Indies. Rebuffed by the major Caribbean powers in
their attempts to obtain an island, in 1685 they concluded a pact with the
weakest of the Caribbean powers, Denmark. This condominium agreement allowed
the Brandenburgers to establish an enclave on the sparsely séettled Danish
colony of St. Thomas.

The first objection to Bordeaux Bay being the Brandenburg enclave is
that the Germans got into a serious confrontation with the Danes, because
of their failure to establish a plantation. The Danes had hoped to reap a
generous revenue in poll and ground taxes from the ant1c1pated major planta-
tion. Although, the Danes may have allotted the then undeveloped land
around Bordeaux Bay to the Germans, it is clear that they never cultivated it.
Their interest in St. Thomas was commercial not agricultural and this brought
them into conflict with the island's master and their competitox, the Danish
West India Company. The harrasment of the Brandenburgers culminated in the
December 1690 confiscation of their goods by Governor John Lorentz. This
and a subsequent nocturnal plundering of the Brandenburg warehouse by
French pirates sapped the vitality of the German .Company.
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puring the balance of its 30 year lease which expired in 1715 its St. Thomas
presence was a debt ridden skeleton operation. In 1701 Lorentz smugly
observed that their import trade consisted only of in frequent, small ship-
ments of slaves and had "no export trade except for some cotton purchased
from local planters." In 1715 when the expiration of the lease ended the
Brandenburg Company's presence on St. Thomas, it possessed assets of 23,843
pieces of eight versus Danish claims for duties, damages and rentals of an
.astonishing 1,078,229 pieces of eight.l

The second objection is that all available historical accounts place
the Brandenburg Company's complex at the western end of St. Thomas' lone
village, Charlotte Amalie. Indeed the Western section of Charlotte Amalie
was long known as Brandenborgei. This site along the harbor was selected
for its convenience to the Brandenburgers chief concern, trade. The probate
court records of Thomas of Thomas Bordeaux's Estate following his July 1735
death have led to the suggestion that the lot described as the main office

for the Brandenburg Company is Bordeaux Bay Estate. Thomas Bordeaux had
served as governor, pr €irector, of the German company during 1its last feeble

years. The purpose of the probate Court inquiry was? to differentiate between
what belonged to Bordeaux and what had been left in his care with the demise
of the Brandenburg Company 20 years before. This property would be subject
to seizure by the Danish authérities in lieu of the enormous outstanding =
debt owned it by the defunct German Company. The probate court records

from August 23, 1735 to November 2, 1739 consistently refer to one lot

with a dwelling house and outbuildings. Far from being vague on its loca-
tion the November 21, 1738 entry describes it in a milieu of streets, alleys,
and neigboring lots and reports"... the dwelling house and lot of the former
privileged Brandenburgers in the village of Charlotte Amalie were up for
_bids at public auction bY ,,rangement of the Government.5 - The exclusion of
any mention of Bordeaux Bay in the Probate Court proceedings indicates it

was considered part of Bordeaux's private estate.

A third objection is that the evidence of a plantation at Bordeaux

Bay dates only to a Danish West India Company map of St. Thomas done in
1730, fifteen years after the demise of the Brandenburgers' St. Thomas ope-
ration. The 1719 Erick Bredal/Gerard vanKeulen map, done four years after
the departure of the Brandenburgers, notes Bordeaux and neighboring Klein
Bordeaux Bay (modern Stumpy Bay) but show no development or plantation on
that part of the island.

lwestergaard pp. 74 - 85

2Bronsted p. 80, Xnox p. 62 and Svensson p. 19.

3McGuire p. 170

4Baa, Enid M. "The Brandenburgers at St. Thomas or the Bordeaux
Plantation 1685 - 1774"

SThomas Bordeaux's closed dealing of November 2, 1739 reprinted
in Baa p. 34 - 49.
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The 1730 map labe%s Bordeaux plantation as "Brandenburgische Governeur
Bordeaux Plantage (Brandenburg Governor Bordeaux's Plantation).

This has led some to infer, despite the maps date, that this was the head-
quarters of the Brandenburg Company. If this had been the case the 1label
would have read "Brandenburgische Compagniet Plantage" (Brandenburg Company
Plantation). It is a far safer assumption that Bordeaux Bay Estate was

the pribate plantation of former Brandenburg Governor Bordeaux. Little

is known about the founder of Bordeaux Bay Estate except that he was one of

the wealthiest and most influential merchants in early 18th century St. Thomas.

Except for the 1772 Steveboe de Montagnes map of St. Thomas , which
shows an unnamed plantation at Bordeaux Bay, but curiously labels the plan- .
tation at neighboring Klein Bordeaux Bay as "Bordeaux Bay and Plantage,"
a gap exists in our knowledge of the Estate until 1822. 1In that year the
Royal Loan Commission sold the Estate "with all belongings" to William
Punnett. Ten years later he sold it to Mr James Kennedy for $36,000. In-
cluded were 26 mules and 124 slaves (35 men, 45 women, 21 boys, 23 girls).
This indicated that Bordeaux Bay was not only an active.sugar estate but a
very extensive one at a time when only a handful of sugar plantations re-
mained in operation in St. Thomas. In January of 1844 after Kennedy's
death an auction of the estate brought only $10,000 from Mr. Kiellerup.
The sharp decline in value may reflect its suspension as an active sugar
plantation with a valuable stock of slaves. ‘A little over a year later it
was resold to William Hansen. On March 25, 1854 Hansen sold it to Rasmus
Wilhelm Rasmussen. It remained within the Rasmussen family until March 30,
1955 when’, with the exception c¢f 4 acres now owned by Mr. and Mrs. John Lu
Madudro, it was purchased by the Virgin Island Land Authority.

6St. Thomas Public Library Map Collection”

GPO B892 455
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Hartzog, Lader & Richards

Professional Services in Recreation, Conservation, and Development

George B. Hartzog, Jr. E-.IO‘ BSX GJﬂ q

= ilton Head Islan
Philip Lader South Carolina 29928
Thomas W. Richards (803) 785-2984

October 5, 1978

Mr. Joseph Towner

U. S. Department of the Interior

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
National Register for Historic Places
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Joe:
Enclosed is a photograph of the interior of Friedenstahl Mission,

as you requested. Also enclosed is a revised Significance state-
ment for the nomination previously submitted for Estate Bordeaux.

b~

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

-_—
| 5=

Thomas W. Richards
TWR:cif
Enclosures (2)

1400 North Uhle Street 5680 Grove St. South

Arlington, Virginia 22201 St. Petersburg, Florida 33705



THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

e 5 00T 6 g

£d)
Dii “ o
INITIALS
3 A~




—EIEED REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HisTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: %&) W% V}’P

et o il

ADDRESS : ProNe: /() S 7650
REPORT: A"_C_Zf,/;il"’(/o‘lm'ﬂjy Dave:r /=3~ -75

MW@W %d&v&/ i




OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ProvECT: & 7 AT 57-&/@«74
CONTACT: /0 /éiéw4;Aaﬁi/

ADDRESS : PHONE :

REPORT: Date: /73, 27 el

1Zna55 ayw/ngdaﬁh;;¢AW“4”V e AO7 o 4n47«n<»43z5/lfb°°*'

e ,:/ {11122;,/ /¢u44v¢'~L 4Z24§9 SHI? ib//hfzpa/ub/




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE yIRCIN ISLANDS
Date Entered NOV 15 1978
Name Location
Estate Bordeaux Charlotte Amalie vicinity

St. Thomas Island

Also Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Ron De Lugo Mr. Thomas Blake

Planning Director

Virgin Islands Planning Board

Charlotte Amalie

St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801

/

// NR Byers 11/22/78

- SR
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