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The Great House of the St. John plantation is located 3 miles west of
Christiansted. The large rambling factory complex, east of the Great House
and separated from it by a modern road and wooded hillsides has been so
altered and expanded that it is not included in this nomination.

The Great House is a one story structure set on a high foundation 7 by
L bays, with a hipped roof now sheathed with corrugated tin. The walls are
primarily of coral block, with some rubble, and have been painted. The south
elevation has a five bay segmental arched arcade, with the central three bays
set forward slightly to create a projected entrance, served by a straight
flight of stairs with flared sidewalls. A two bay (13' wide) wing has been
added to the east end wall of the Great House, and a one story kitchen
attached to the northwest corner. All exterior openings have flat arches with
splayed jambs, are provided with later sash, and have heavy boan shutters
hung on wrought iron straps and pintles.

The interior has a large living room with an exceptional triple arcade
separating it from a full width hall at the rear. The arches of the arcade
are supported by square reeded wood pilasters with Doric caps, reeded key-
stones and panelled soffits. The two outer arches have panelled walls at chair
rail height. The living room has an exceptional tray ceiling, panelled in wood
with a continuous three part molded ceiling cornice, and a carved center
medallion decorated with five tobacco leaves. The room is flanked by two
bedrooms and a small office to the west and two bedrooms with a later center
hall to the east. Both of these areas, and the rear hall, have flat wood
ceilings. The rear hall has a double door in the center with single windows
on either side. The east bedroom wing has had a later wall inserted between
the two original walls to create the center hall - it was originally three
equal rooms as is the west wing. The original partitions are frame,
sheathed with horizontal boarding - the exterior walls are plastered. All
door openings leading from the central living room are trimed with molded
architraves. There is a good raised three panel door in the rear east
bedroom.

A free standing three room cookhouse is located off the northwest
corner of the Great House. Gable roofed, 40' by 17', the structure is 3
by 2 bays, with a massive chimney and fireplace occupying the west end wall.
The walls are coral, and the splayed jambs of the doors and windows are
plastered. They are not lined with brick which is the typical treatment.
There are three doors in the south facade, and three windows in the north,
with wood heads and sills. The wood roof framing is now covered with
corrugated tin, and the floor is coral block. There is an exceptional
bee-hive oven and a cooking fireplace in the west cooking room.
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A 4' 10" by 8'5" coral block bell tower is located east of the Great
House. Built on a raised platform, the tower consists of two tapered square
columns capped by an architrave with a molded and scored frieze and a tile
roof. The columns have molded caps and two part plinth blocks, and are tied
together with a plastered panelled extrado with keystone.

AnJ/IS by 46 one story stable and carriage house remains west of the
Great House, nawused as a studio and gallery.

GPO 892 455
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

St. John's Great House is an excellent architectural example
of the smaller residences associated with the sugar industry. It's interior
is largely intact, with exceptional detailing, especially the triple arcade
partition, tray ceiling and medalion. The cookhouse and Belfry are also
of architectural significance.

The estate was once owned by Colond Charles Pym Burts and was called
Pym Burst Plantage. St. John Plantation was burned during the St. Croix
Labor Riots in October, 1878. An account describing the insurrection mentions
St. John, "At St. John's Estate you could see them running in and around
the dwelling house and the sugar factory - all in blaze in no time." !

An assessment of damages during the Labor Riots revealed: Fifty-one

sugar plantations had been destroyed. |In all the areas affected in St. Croix,
28 had been saved, St. John.

I Florence Lewisoln, St. Croix Under Seven Flags. Dukane Press. 1970, p.320
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The Dukane Press, 1970.

McGuire, James William. Geographic Dictionary of the Virgin Islands.
Special Publication No. 103 (Serial N. 269), United States Coast
and Geodetic Survey, Department of Commerce. Washington, D.C., 1925.




SHele= \ow Uses Bs
Bgner's Stwoie

~Coovoxe/ SIAVE
e, 8 - o S E—

CEeAT HOAISE

T B TPWER.

OGAR ML
Rume)——

FrcIoRY (EresTiy wﬁneo)

4

EaTarE. ST o ST, Ceonk VNV @ Arveckitiare Site Ran= '8 zi78=—

i



mue\,i_j;mmi] w

SO TP




Propert)g ,&& £

: <, Crds 2
State w Working Numberg: n 29. /34.1 ’}3(% J /f
TECHNICAL CON";‘XL
Photos
Maps OK ¢ha73

7 5;;;;;_ STHATENENT S S/ ;/Z//tgg i ) TECT 4L HISTORIAN “
/ vé ’yﬂ”/’“};ivqg‘fé&f / Mdﬂw//t&_f ASSoc7EZ Lol

77/5 :y&K NOYSHey A/ V. /
e e

R b g » ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
) ,:/,’/ el t o /ﬂfﬁ v ot c'h:) NaL

7 }’—/
/« /Lr{ o 7 ///:7"’-(/\@ (A (,LZL«/\7 iﬂ 2 /é g
] ; /O s}
/}/;L,r;7’bt[/ft//’0/, - (\"f%jﬁ7({k“( e / ) AAS N Gt /7

—a————, . e

Sign ézme # Zrivt It wecep e o exmmple 3 Homselic ARCHEOTOGISL
pesburce (see ﬂ%? similar suqav //m;é 22 pamirnaATnS %‘//
trom V1.) Bat ﬂ’o el Aeleh o precie VBD vh ident7 i g
/3 /W»//re; v 4.3tn 1%»1 oMer ‘Comp/ex fncrlirres. |

gﬂLL T /%LD —9 /7[(&?7— /// 7y h // pﬂ/u 5/:¢fzf~ nnﬁ wi VA Hhadd

7 Eaddd "' Ar M,,m fi7ng, N fe (Aﬂ/(,f 7 5/.‘51/ 3/3frz —map peckwe /OTHER

OK - Atacey
4

T

HAER

Inventory

Review

Rk Sl 25 - REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
\ .iZL:S 3 0}% =

e
vt sthudiiuy j_/4 /7&
BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER _

__\‘/
AL
~e/\a}
; \
Fooaek
\ £ W

National Register Write-up ‘ Send-back Entered JUN 3 w8
Federal Register Entry 2.0.2% Re-submit

INT:2106- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



% \-z: . =

2
P Tab ; : X
S g - L o o s . % P PR S PV §










UNITE®D" STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INFERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

VIRGIN ISLANDS OEf¥HE UNITE® STATES
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

CHRISTIANSTED QUADRANGLE
VIRGIN ISLANDS—MUNICIPALITY OF ST. CROIX
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPCGRAPHIC)

cAo4 | - 64°40/30"
~ 00 FEET

17048 o —— ! 17048/

3 | 90000

% FEET

/ Baron Bluff -
;i\—“\:r\\
420
62
162 .

= Bonne
3‘: L\é:w
=
hu\lt/\' %

2J\\
AU
\ =

Sels
OO -~
>SN

(FREDERIKSTED)

Fem ) £
N
SN E T (7%

-

Salt River

e B oy

\FREDER/KSTED 6.1 MI.

——====7,

Manning:Bay
Racetrack{’-.
N e

08, - st
S v

-T:“;&:w;) e
! - ’

50 000
FEET

o / /! T
el 3064048/ 1070000 FEET :

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geolo‘gical Survey
Control by USGS and USC&GS

Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric methods
Aerial photographs taken 1954. Field check 1958

Hydrography compiled from USC&GS charts 905 (1951) and
935 (1952)

Polyconic projection. Puerto Rican datum, 1940 adjustment
10,000-foot grid based on Puerto Rican coordinate system,
Puerto Rico, St. Croix zone

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines
visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked

Red tint indicates area in which only
landmark buildings are shown

Unchecked elevations are shown in brown

Krause
‘

Lagoon

HIYON 3INYL

APPROXIMATE MEAN
DECLINATION, 1958

45/30"

ST JOHM

N

\,\ 102\

\\

\‘w
\ 3 \

£ 507 LONG:

408

*

Manchenif
Bay

L D0Y

2/
mett
i ‘ . B

e

Eoﬁ%e Avgusta — =

—-45L30/

GREEN KAY 1.7 M|
EAST POINT 8.1 MI.

(EAST POINT)

( W AT NS
o eh
. N
1/ 1 ¥ S

Z //1\ \ ‘\\\ \)\V

N
e

1
ol

%

| \w\hgwj\ Spring: Ba

Surlaine

Halfpenny <

“Bay

SCALE 1:24000
0

1 MILE

1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET
Em=—= s -— 1 : T ]
1 {5 0 1 KILOMETER

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET
DOTTED LINES REPRESENT 10-FOOT CONTOURS
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL
DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 0.6 FEET

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAFS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

48 ° 37
>4I
’——’/"b(’m
.
- - -
. 276
4/ .
. .
// - .
,// o
- =
o
o '
.
p ////
-
///
//‘
//7//7‘/
® I'NTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D[ c.-1970 17°40/30"
MR 2445 64°40/30"

ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Mediumduty: s i 20 liightaltye o = 00 00
Unimpreved dimi===—= -

CHRISHANSTED, V. I
N1740.5—W6440.5/7.5

1958

1978



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VIRGIN ISLANDS
Date Entered JUN 9 1978

Name Location

Estate St. John Christiansted vicinity
St. Croix Island

Also Notified

Honorable Ron De Lugo State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Thomas Blake
Planning Director, Virgin Islands
Planning Board
Charlotte Amalie
NR Mott/bjr 6/15/78 St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

OTHE R NAMES:

i

ate of entry:

county code:

(INAME as it appears on federal register:
Estate St. John St. Jan Plantage 9 1978 0800

® LOCATION street & number . city / town vicinity of state county @Nps REGION:
3 mi. NW of Christiansted Christiansted V. L. St. Croix Southeast

(7) ownER EIPRIVATE [OSTATE CIMUNICIPAL CJCOUNTY CIMULTIPLE [ FEDER@Uagency name) |®ADMINISTRATOR:

D EXISTING SURVEYS [JHABS [JHAER CJNHLI@FUNDEI?’° DYES DNU]@CONGRESS pISTRICT 18t ]@SOURCE of NOMINATION [XSTATE DF['DEF:A: : —

< ; ] if state who prepared form?

@ winn w ONAL REGISTER HISTONIE BisTRICT? @wirin (AT azsm:c LANGMARK ! o @

 Dives oML Toaon R £ vs L gm 2,18  {Oliocat  CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDITION Ddeteriorated Oaltered Ooriginal site @features: o OOSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 @ CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3
Oexcellent  Oruins Ounaltered Cmoved S ONOT INTACT-O 2[3 NOT INTACT-O SOINOT INTACT - ©
Dgo'od Ounexposed Oreconstructed Junknown WO UNKNOWN=-4 WO UNKNOWN-5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Ofair DOunexcavated  Oexcavated ZINOT APPLICABLE=7 GO NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z ) NOT APPLICABLE- ©

ACCESS [JYES-Restricted []YES =Unrestricted

O No Access ([ Unknown |@@ADAPTIVE usi DIYes Ono| @D

SAVED? OJYES [ IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? [Jyes[Ono

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :

D ENGINEERING =11

3 LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15

O POLITICS/GOVT .= 21

(JRECREATION -28

CLAIMS: explain

’
[JARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric=2 [J COMMERCE =6 D ENTERTAINMENT-26 OJ LAW=-18 O RELIGION=22 O) SETTLEMENT=29 first’'O
(J ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 (O COMMUNICATIONS =7 (CJEXPLORATION =12 O LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 DI URBAN PLANNING-31 ‘oldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE =3 (0 CONSERYATION=-8 O HEALTH=-27 3 MILITARY =18 [ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [ OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE -4 O ECONOMICS=9 O INDUSTRY=13 D MusIC= 19 {3 SOCIAL /CULTURAL=30  ___ ‘only’ O
O ART-5 0 EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION-14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 ) TRANSPORTATION-25 y
> s ETHNIC GROUP
@ functions @dates o initial construction: ASSOCIATION
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@g architectural style(s): @architect: @ymaster builder: @engineer:
@lmdscape architect /s garden designer: @interior decorator: @ artist: @artisan: @buildor/contrnctor:

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS ©

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE

reviewers initials date

-UP

{

*IF ADDIfIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSE



