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Oral Remarks - H.R. 2633

Mr. Chairman, I would like to summarize the views of the Department of the

Interior on H.R. 2663 and ask that my entire written statement be entered into

the record.

H.R. 2663 would authorize the Secretary of the Inter:or to study the suitability

and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms on St. Croix. \ irgin

Islands, as a unit of the National Park System

I'he Department does not oppose H.R. 2663, if amended to specify that the
study explore all options for preservation and interpretation, including what

role, if any, might best be played by the NPS or other partners.

lhe NPS is in various stages of progress on 34 studies previously authorized
by Congress. We completed five studies in FY 2003, and we expect to
complete about nine in FY 2004. Our highest priority is to complete pending
studies ¢ { la wewly authorized studic

costs of completing this study will be
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approximately $275,000 to $300,000 and will take three years to complt

once funds are made available

Castle Nugent Farms consists of approximately 1,400-acres located onth
southeastern shore of St. Croix. The property has a long and diverse hisory
of farming dating back to the 1730’s when it was first established as awton
and sugar plantation. Today, the farm is known for its production of Sepol

beef, which is consumed locally and exported 1o world markets

In addition to determining the suitability and feasibility of recommending the:
site as an addition to the National Park System, the study would also mike

recommendations about whether direct NPS management or protectionb)

other agencies or groups is appropriate and the most effective and efficint

way to protect resources and allow for public enjoyment of the site

I'hat concludes my testimony. I would be happy to answer any questions yous

or other members of the subcommittee may have
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108TH CONGRESS
:l) .\'.“\.\l“\ S 663
» 2

amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Aect to designate a segment of the
Farmington River and Salmon Brook in the State of Connecticut for
study for potential addition to the National Wild and Secenic Rivers
System, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JuLy 15, 2004

DopD (for himself and Mr. LIEBERMAN) introduced the following bill
which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Nat
ural Resources

A BILL

amend the Wild and Seenic Rivers Act to designate
a segment of the Farmington River and Salmon Brook
in the State of Connecticut for study for potential addi-
tion to the National Wild and Secenic Rivers 3ystem,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Lower Farmington
River and Salmon Brook Wild and Secenic River Study Act

of 2004”




BEST AVAILABLE IMAGE

5)

SEC. 2. DESIGNATION OF ADDITIONAL SEGMENT OF FARM-
INGTON RIVER AND SALMON BROOK IN CON-
NECTICUT FOR STUDY FOR POTENTIAL ADDI-
TION TO NATIONAL WILD AND SCENIC RIV-
ERS SYSTEM.

(a) DESIGNATION —Section 5(a) of the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1276(a)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“( ) LOWER FARMINGTON RIVER AND SALMON
BROOK, CONNECTICUT.—The segment of the Farmington
River downstream from the segment designated as a ree-
reational river by section 3(a)(156) to its confluence with
the Connecticut River, and the segment of the Salmon
Brook including its mainstream and east and west
branches.”.

(b) TIME FOR SUBMISSION.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of

the Interior shall submit to Congress a report containing

the results of the study required by the amendment made

by subsection (a)
() AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There
are authorized to be appropriated such sums as are nee-

essary to carry out this Aect
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Union Calendar No. 384

108TH CONGRESS
595 HLR. 2663
» 3

[Report No. 108-640]

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin
Islands, as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes

IN THE HOUSRE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JULY 8, 2003

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Resources

SNEPTEMBER 7, 2004

Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union
and ordered to be printed

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-

abibty and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms located on St. Croix. Virgin Islands, as a unit

of the National Park System, and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa

2 f!l‘( S r{f'f/‘u ,,,”’”{ .\'.’1114,\ of . ll)u rica tn Congress asse Iu/'ll'ly_
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| SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING
CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.
(2) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

(1) Castle Nugent Farms, located on the south-
eastern shore of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands. is
the largest parcel of privately-held land in the Virgin
Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for
50 years.

(2) This land has the largest and healthiest
fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands.

(3) It comsists of Caribbean dry forest and
pasturelands with considerable cultural resources in-
cluding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-
tlement.

(4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-

toric 17th century Danish estate house that sits on

over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop-

erty
(5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-

ing and night heron nesting, it is the home for the

Senepol cattle breed, a unique breed of cattle that
was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's te
adapt to the island’s climate

(b) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Interior shall carry

out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des-
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ignating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National
Park System.
(e) STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION.—Section

8{¢) of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. ia-5(c)) shall

apply to the conduct and completion of the study required

by this section.
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Union Calendar No. 384

108TH CONGRESS
nems H.R. 2663
- -

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study

the suitability and feasibility of designating Cas-
tle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Is-
lands, as a unit of the National Park System
and for other purposes

SEPTEMBER 7, 2004

Committed to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed
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108111 CONGRESS
=20 H,R. 2663
@ L)

1 mthorize the Secretar f the Interic tudy the suitability and feasi

biugy of designating Castle Nugent I Farms loeated on St. Croix, Virgin

Islands, as a unit of the National Passsark Systemn. and for other purposes

IN THE HOUSE OF REEEPRESENTATIVES
JuLy 8, 2003

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN introduced the follovesssring bill; which was referred to the

Committee on re—<esources

A BI_LL

authorize the Seerctary of the * Interior to study the suit-
ability and feasibility of &E designating Castle Nugent
Farms located on St. Croix, _ Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park Systermem, and for other purposes
Be it enacted by the Sena=mte and ouse of Re presenta-
tives of the United States of Amwsaerica in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SSSERVICE STUDY REGARDING
CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress== finds the following
(1) Castle Nugent F arms, located on the south-
eastern shore of St. Cre nx, U.S. Virgin Islands, is

the largest parcel of privas=ately-held land in the Virgin
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[slands and has been an operating cattle ranch for
50 years

(2) This land has the largest and healthiest
fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands

(3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and

pasturelands with considerable cultural resources in-

cluding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-

tlement
(4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-
toric 17th century Danish estate house that sits on
over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop-
erty
(5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-
ing and night heron nesting, it is the home for the
Senepol cattle breed, a unigque breed of cattle that
was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's to
adapt to the island’s climate
(b) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Interior shal! carry
out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des-
ignating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National
Park System
(¢) STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION.—Section

8(e) of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. 1a-5(¢)) shall

*HR 2663 IH
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1 apply to the eonduet and completion of the study required

2 bv this seetion
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1.%. House of Bepresentatives
Committee on Resources
@B ashington, DE 20515

2004
et of St
The Honorable Gale Norton
Sccretary
Department of the laterior
1849 “C” Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Norton:

I would like to cordially invite you to testify before the Subcommittee on National Parks
Recreation, and Public Lands on Thursday, March 25, 2004, at 10:00 a.m in 1334 Longworth
House Office Building. The Subcommittee will conduct a legislative hearing on H.R. 1517,
amend the Land and Water Conservation Fund to limit the use of funds available from the [
and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 to use for maintenance; H.R. 2663, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent
Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the National Park System, and for othe
purposes; and H.R. 3874, to convey for public purposes certain ['ederal lands in Riverside
County, California, that have been identified for disposal.

Piease read this letter carefully to ensure that yo; ~omply vith all hearing requirements
and that you understand your rights as a witness.

Under Committee Rule 4(b), each witness who is to appear before the Subcommitteen
National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands must file with the clerk of the subcommittee a
written statement of proposed testimony. This must be filed at least two working days befor
your appearance. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in the exclusion of
your written testimony from the hearing record and/or the barring of your oral
presentation of the testimony. Your oral testimony should not exceed five minutes and shou
summanze your written remarks. You may introduce into the record any other supporting
documentation you wish to present in accordance with the enclosed guidelines

Pursuant to Rule 4(b) of the Committee on Resources and clause g(4) of Rule X1 of the
House of Representatives, a witness appearing before the Subcommittee on National Parks.
Recreation and Public Lands must, to the greatest extent practicable, include with his/her wrill
testimony a current resume summarizing education, experience and affiliations pertinent to the
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subject matter of the hearing. In addition, to the extent practicable, each nor governmental
witness must disclose the amount and source of fcderal grants or contracts received within the
current and prior two fiscal year: . If a witness represents an organization, he/she must provide
the same information with regarc o the orgamzation ['he information disclosed niust be
relevant to the subject matter of the hearing and a witness' representational capacity at the
hearing. Witnesses are not required to disclose federal entitlement payments such as Social
Security, Medicare, or other income support payments (such as crop or commodity support
payments). To assist you in complying with these rules, | have enclosed a form which vou may
complete and attach to the back of your testimeny. You can also fulfill the disclosure
requirement by submitting the information in < me other form or format

Under clause 2(k) of Rule XI, witnesses at hearings may be accompanted by their own
counsel to advise them of their constitutional nghts. 1 “serve the nght to place any witness
under oath. Finally, a witness may obtain a copy of his testimony once a hearing has been
printed. (This process usually take 8 - 10 weeks.)

The Committee on Resources Rules are available on its website at
http://resourcescommittee house. gov and the Rules of the House of Represertatives, including
clause 2(k) of Rule XI, are available at the House of Representatives” website at
http://www . house.gov/rules 108rules.pdf. Copies can also be sent to you on request.

To fully prepare for this hearing, 65 copies of your testimony must be submitted to
Casey Hammond, Clerk, Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands,
H2-187 Ford House Office Building, Washington, D.C., 20515, no later than noon on
March 23, 2004. Due to the limitation of mail services to the Capitol Complex please send
electronic copies of all testimony and attachments to Casey. Hammond@ mail.house.gov.
Please contact Casey Hammond at 202-226-7736 for further details on testimony hard copy
delivery. The electronic copy of your testimony may be in any major file format, including PDF,
WordPerfect, Microsoft Word, or ASCII text for either Windows. You may also submit
testimony in electronic form on a disk or CD-ROM.

Accommodations for individuals with disabilit including assistive listening systems,
interpreters and materials in alternate formats, may be arranged by contacting Casey Hammond,
Clerk, in advance of the hearing (four business days notice is reccommended) at the address above
or at 202-226-7736 or TTY 202-225-1904.

Should ,ou have any questions or nced additional information., please contact Rob
Howarth, Frank Vitello or Casey Hammond at 202-226-7736.

Sin, -erély.

. e

Loy, -+
Z
George Radanovich, Chairman

Subcomniittee on National Parks,
Recreation and Public Lands

Enclosures
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mor #

B e H.%. House of Representatives
Committee on Regources
Washington, BL 20515

MARKUP NOTICE

e April 20, 2004

Devw Nuwes, CA
Ranov Neuarsao:a TX

Smrven g L
Puef of Sta¥

MEMORANDUM

T1o: All Members

Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands
FROM: George Radanovich, Chairman
SUBJECT: Markup Notice for April 22, 2004

You are hereby notified that the Subcommitiee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands will hold a Markup
on the following bills ,

H.R. 646, to expand the boundaries of the Fort Donelson National Battleficld to authorize the acquisition and
interpretation of lands associated with the campaign that resulted in the capture of the fort in 1862, and for other
Pum| YSCS

H.R. 2201, to authorize the establishment of a national database for purposes of identifying, locating, and cataloginy
the many memonials and permaunent tributes to Amnerica's veterans

H.R. 2663, 10 authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle
Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes

H.R. 2966, to preserve the use and access of pack and saddle stock animals on public lands, including wilderness
areas, national i wonuments, and other specifically designated areas, administered by the National Park Service, the
Bureau of Lan¢ Management, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or the Forest Service where there is a
istonical tradition of such use, and for other purposes

H.R. 3768, to expand the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, Florida

H.R. 3819, to redesignate Fort Clatsop National Memorial as the Lewis and Clark National Historical Park, to
include in the park sites in the State of Washington as well as the State of Oregon, and for other purposes

H.R. 3874, to convey for public purposes certain Federal lands in Riverside County, Califormia, that have been
identified for disposal

['he Markup is scheduled to be held on Thursday, April 22, 2004 at 10:00 a.m. in 1334 Longworth House Office
Building.

For further information please contact Rob Howarth, Frank Vitello, or Casey Hammond at 202-226-7736

The use of cellular telephones is prohubited on the C ommittee dais or m the Committee hearing rooms dunng a meeting of the ( ocrmumitee
pursuant to Rule 1(k) of the Comumittee Rules

Accommodations for mdividuals with disabilibes, including assistive hstening systems, interpre and matenals n altermate for
may be arranged by contactng the Committee in advance of the scheduled event (4 business days notice s requested) at voce (202) 225.2

5929, e-manl resources commuttee(@mail ho  se gov, or 1324 Longworth House Office Building (HOB), Washmgton, D ¢

8scoT ftee house g
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.8 House of Repres
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ertatives

Committee on Resoury

Washington, DC 205

April 30, 2004

" . s
" MEMORANT UM
fo All Members, Commiitee on Resourccs
FROM. R'chard Parnbo, Chairman
SUBJECT Ful Comppittee Markup

ill hold a2 markup on Wedaesday

15

s May 5, 2004, at 11:00 am., in Room

324 Lougworth House Office Bnilding (The Morris K. Udall Bg ywing Room). The following bills

Wil be marked up

HR. 192 (Gary Miiler), To anend the Reclamation Wastewater -
Acl to autharjze the Secretisy of the [ntenior to Participat
recycling project, to authorize the Secretary 1o carry out
'o construct regional brine lines in California, and te aut
Lower China Dairy Area desalinatiogn demonstration ag

vH.R. 1014 (Radac ovich), Te require Federa] lapd manugers to s,
ind cooperate with, designated gateway communities, 1o

-ommunities to participate in Federa) Jand rmanagernent pl
ind agencies of the Department of the Interjor, and to resp!
the Federal lands adrronister=d Ly these agencies, ¥ for o

Cooperation Act

y il ’ ,
4 :‘ iroundwater Study and Faciliues

vhe Inland Fmpire regional warer
# gram to asgist Agencles in projccts
’f", the Secrcrary 1o participate i the
i dmation project

, and to communicate, ¢ orditiar=
\ "5+ the ability of gatcway
Ing conducted by the Forest Service
to the mpacts of the public use of
purposes. Golteway Communities

HR. 2010 (Faleomavacga)‘ To protect the Voting rights of mem.. OPf the Armed Services In elections
or the Delegate Tepresenting Armenican Samoa in the United'States House of Representatives

and for other purposes

VE-R. 2201 (Mark Udall), To authorize the estahlishment of 2 nauona database for purposes of

dentifying, locating, and cataloging the many memorials

HOQ permanent tributes to America's

veterans. National War Permanent Tribute Historical Datob Ne Act
HR, 2663 (Christensen), To suthorize the Secrctary of the terior “.“S“Jdv the sujtability and feasibility
]

of designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St Croix,
Park System, and foq other purposes

HR, 2828 ( Calvert), Teo authorize the Sec retary of the Interior to
afrastructure programs aimed at increasing and diversify

Y in Islands, as 2 ugjt of the Nztional

wement water supply tec hnology and
Al mestic water resources Water

Supply, Reliability, and Environmental Improvement Aes,

H.R. 2912 (Frank Luczs), To reattirm the inherent savereign iy
Membership and fory of government

3 %' fhe Osage Tribe to determize its
f

'

[}
LUl DTV mgourCotanmm ¢ Youse. 2Py
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)4 FRI 11:18 FAX 202 2 INTERIOR, OCl

- 3966 (Radanovich), To preserve the use and access of pack ., 1 saddle stock animals on public
lands, including wilderness arcas, national monwmneats, | pher specifically designated areas
administer=d by the National Park Service, the Burez: +-d Managemeut, the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service, or the Forest Servic e where th 1s a historical tradition of such use,
and for other purposes. Right-to-Ride Livestock on Federy ' ands Act of 2003,

- 2991 (Dreier), To amend the Rec lamation Wastewater and Gr undwater Study and Facilities Aet .
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the I Lnd Empue regional recycling
project and in the Cucamonga County Water Dijsa& .re:‘rci (Ir: project. Jnland Empire Regional
Water Recycling Initiative

3247 (Tancredo), To provide consistent enforcement authoridy % the Bureau of Land Managemen:
the National Park Service, the United Stutes Fish and Wildl\ & Service, and the Forest Serviee to
respond to violations of regulations regarding the managemiht, use, and protection of public
lands under the jurisdiction of these agencies, to clanify the purposes for which collected fines
uay be used, und for other purposes. Trail Responsibility and Accountabilin, Jor the
Improvement of Lands Act of 2003 )

- 3378 (Gilchrest), To assist in the conservation of marine turtlyd and the nesting habitats of marine
turtles in foreign countries. Marine Turile Conservation 5 | of 2003

- 3504 (Renzi), To amend the Indian Seif-Determination and ‘1 !::mon Assistance Act to redesignate
the American Indian Education Foundetion as the Natior, §! ‘ nd for Excellence in American
Indian Education b R

- 3505 (Walden), To smend the Bend Pine Nursery Land © ‘}i Mpnce Act to specify the recipients
and consideration for conveyance of the Bend Pine Nuxs\j‘ vsnd for other purposes

3706 (George Miller), To adjust the boundary of the John MY (#National Historic Site, and for other
purposes. John Muir National Historic Site Boundary AdjusSpent Act

3768 (Crenshaw), To expand th: Timucyuan Eco]ogz.cal and H‘-}nns Preserve, Florida. Timucuan
Ecological and Historic Preserve Boundary Revi¢ ™. 4et o) ,‘{{(14.

3819 (Baird), To redesignate Fort Clatsop National Memoy 31 M ine Lewis and Clark Nationa]
Historical Park, to include in the park sites in the State of -hington as well as the State of
Oregon, and for other purposes. Zewis and Clark Nationa! | ptoricgl Park Designation Act of

AN A
PR

. 3846 (Pombo), To authorize the Secretary of Agriculture and tl‘L Secretury of the Interior to eqter

nto an agreement or contract with Indian tribes meetiug certiin criteria to carry out projects to
protect Indian forest land, Tribal Forest Protection Act of 2084

H R 3874 (Bono), To convey for public purposes certain Federal IJk in Riverside County, California
that have been identificd for disposal .

P H.R. 3932 (Nunes), To umend Public Law 99.338 to authorize thy ¢ I.+snued use of certain lands within

the Scquoia National Park by portions of an existing hydy; % yctric project.

H.R. 4114 (Gilchrest), To amend the Migratory Bird Treaty Act il - «Fiude non-ngtive migratory bird
Species from the application of that Act, and for othet [ g no#s. Migratory Bird Treaty Reform
Act of 2004. \

[f you need further information. please contact Todd Willens o fMatt Miller at 225-2761.,
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Boefing Paper
Committee on Resources
Legislative Markup
May 5, 2004
10:00 pm 1324 LHOB
H.R. 2663

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of
designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System,

Summary of Bill: H.R.2663, introduced by Congresswoman Donna Christensen (D-V.1.) on July
8, 2003, would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a suitability and feasibility study
for designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System.

Background and Need for Legislation: Located on the island of S(. Croix, Castle Nugent
Farms, is one of 264 cotton and sugar plantations that were formed on the island of St. Croix
after 1733 when the Danish Wesi Indies Company purchased the island from France. Historians
believe Castle Nugent Farms, which includes a 17" century Danish estate house and & number of
structures, is one of the oldest ongoing cattle ranches in the West Indies specializing in Senepol
breed of cattle. Today, Castle Nugent, the largest parcel of privately-held land in the U.S. \ irgin
Islands, is a genetic bank for the Senepol breed. The farm also includes large corzl reefs and
turtle and heron nesting sites

The National Park Service Study would determine the suitability, feasibility and n:tional
significance of establishing the Castle Nugent Farm Estate as a unit of the Park System. It would
also determine the designation it would be afforded should the study conclude in the affirmative

Subcommittee Activa: On March 25. 2004, the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation
and Public Lands held a hearing on the bill. On April 22, 2004, the Subcommuttee held a markup
on the bill. No amendments were offered and the bill ~1s forwarded to the Commnittee on
Resources by unanimous consent.

Expected Amendments: None.

Administration Position: The Administration supports the legislation; however, it would prefer
the bill be amended to require that the study explore all options of designation

Contact Information: Robert Howarth at 6-7736
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STATEMENT OF ROBERT J. LAMB, SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE ASSISTAN1
SECRETARY OF POLICY, MANAGEMENT, AND BUDGET, LS.
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
NATIONAL PARKS, RECREATION, AND PUBLIC LANDS, OF THE HOUSH
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES, CONCERNING HR. 2663. TO AULTHORIZ)
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TOSTUDY THE SUITABILITY AND
FEASIBILITY OF DESIGNATING THE CASTLIE NUGENT FARMS LOCATED
ON ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS, AS AUNIT OF THE NATIONAL PARK
SYSTEM.

MARCH 25, 2004

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to present the views of the Department of the

Interior on H.R. 2663, a bill to authorize the S “etary of the Interior (Secretary) to study

the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms ¢ St. Croix, Virgin
Islands, as a unit of the National Park System

I'he Department does not oppose H.R. 2663, if amended as described in this testimony
I'his study would provide an opportunity to determine the appropriate way to preserve and
interpret resources associated with the plantation period in the Virgin Islands. Although
the National Park Service (NPS) currently manages three units on the island of St. Croix -
Christiansted National Historic Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument, and Salt River
Bay National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve - none of these sites focus on this

aspect of Virgin Islands history

In light of the President’s commitment to devote more resources to maintaining existing
units of the National Park System, we have made an effort to curtail taking on new
responsibilities. For this reason, we believe any study should evaluate all alternatives for

preservation and interpretation, including what role, if any, might best be playved by the
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NPS or other partners We recommend that H.R. 2663 be ai

study explore all optionc.ms, and we would be happy to work with the committee te

c
r
-

in amendment for that ggggourpose

he NPS is in various s =tages of progress on 34 studies previously authorized by Con
23 of which are being fesunded through the special resource study budget. We completed
five studies in FY 2003 . and we expect to complete abeut nine in FY 2004, Our highest
priority is to complete t= “hese pending studies, though we expect to start new!y authorized

studies as soon as funds=s are made available. We estimate that the costs of completing this

tudy will be approxima==tely $275.000 to $300.000

H.R. 2663 would direct = the Secrctary to carry out a study of the Castle Nugent Farms,
which consists of appross»ximately 1.400-acres located on the arid southeastern shore of St
Croix. The property is believed to be the largest parcel of privately held tand in the U. S

Virgin Islands

'he farm’s rolling terrawsmin consists of a mixture of dry forest, native vegetation. ¢nd

rangeland that slopes dessown from an elevation of 750 feet to the sea, fronting on a coastline
that includes cobble bea==aches. One of the largest and healthiest fringing coral reef systems
in the Virgin Islands ex = tends only a few hundred feet offshore. The property also provides
nesting areas for sea turmmrtles, blackcrowned night herons, and a host of other migrating and

resident birds
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long and diverse history of farming dating back to the

Castle Nugent Farms has a
when the property was first established

West Indies Company

indigo, and cotton were the main crop

After Emancipation in 1848, the plantation began breeding N'Dama cattle, which had
earlier been brought to St. Croix from Africa. This breed was a prominent part of the
farm’s operations until the 1960s when attention shifted towards raising an N'Dama cross
breed of cattle known as Senepol. introduced to Castle Nugent Farms in 1957 the Senepol
breed has been able to flourish due to its tolerance to tropical, dry climates and its ability to
survive in near-desert conditions, thus making the cattle an ideal match tor St Croix
climate. Today, the farm is well-known for its production of high quality Senepol beel

which is both consumed locally and exported to world markets

Castle Nugent Farms contains a cluster of buildings from the colonial plantation era
including a great house that dates from the plantation’s establishment, a converted chapel,
the remains of a sugar mill, slave quarters, and a converted cotton storage shed. The
buildings are situated in close proximity to each other on a hill with views towards the

Caribbean Sca. The current owner lives on-site and also operates the buildings and

grounds as a bed and breakfast. According to the owner, other cultural resources on the

grounds include recent discoveries of pottery shards and other artifacts left over from

either slave shanties or Arawak Indian campsites
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If authorized by Congress. and

determine if the resources present

site would be a suitable and feasible addition to the National Park System, whether di
NPS management or alternative protection by other public agencies or the private sector is

appropriate for the site, and what management alternative would be most effective and

efficient in protecting the resources and allowing for public enjoyment of the site

I would be happy to answer any questions yo

I'hat concludes my testimony. |

members of the subcommittee may have
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H.R. 2663
Castle Nugent Farms Study Act

Delegate Donna Christensen (D-VI) introduced H.R. 2663 on July 8, 2003. There are no

CO-Sponsors

H.R. 2663 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to complete a suitability and feasibility
study to determine if Castle Nugent Farms, located on St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands
should be designated as a unit of the National Park System. The bill includes standard
study language and directs the Secretary to complete the study in accordance with
Section 8(c) of Public Law 91-383 which states that as part of the study the Secretary
would be required to determine suitability and feasibility of designating the site as a unit
as well as ideniifying a management alternative that will be the most effective and
efficient way to protect resources and allow for public enjoyment. The study would be
completed within three complete fiscal years after funds are appropriated

Currently the approximately 1400-acre farm is thought to be one of the oldest ongoing
cattle ranches in the West Indies with ranching taking place on at least a portion of the
site for more than 100 years. Since 1957 the farm has bred Senepol cattle, an African
breed, and now exports these cattle throughout the world

Originally the land was one of many plantations established in the 1730’s by the Danish
West Indies Company. The main house for the farm is thought to date from the early
plantation period

St. Croix, the largest of the three islands that make up the U.S. Virgin Islands, is about 40
miles south of St. T..omas. There are currently three NPS units on St. Croix,
Christiansted National Historic Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument, and Salt
River Bay National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve
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Potential Questions
Castle Nugent Farms Study
H.R. 2663

C2»: Whyisa study required to designate Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the

N ational Parks System?

e - Title [1l of Public Law 105-391, the National Park Service Omnibus Management Act
Ooe & 199, requires congressional authorization tor areas 1o be studied as potential new

N ational Park Service 1o determine whether an area should be recommend

ue mnits of the National Park System. The law also designates the criteria to be used by the

ve it of the National Park System. Since P 05-39] was ¢na

T 1l 1 1 1
ied without a study w

tE e National Park System that were ¢

= vhood Home National Historic Site and the Flight 93 National

3 : Doallstudies result in the recommendation of a new unit of the National Park
S » stem?

e - No. Since the law was enacted only about one out of every four or five studies
re—commends establishment as some type of unit administered by the National Park
SServiee, and not all recommendations for establishment are as units of the National Park
S wstem. Some recommendation: are for establishment of National Heritage Areas.

N2 ational Trails. or National Rivers. The main things that a study looks at are the

s mm xitability of the area 10 become a unit of the System and the feasibility of management
ow £ thearea by thve National Park Service. Often the study will determine that one. but not
b th of these criteria can be met

C_»: Howlong wwill the study take?
-
= ailable, This

amnendedPl. 91

> How much will the study cost?
s - Anaverage special resource study costs approximately $250,000. We anticipate that
tE s study will Cost between $275.000 and $300.000, the slightly higher than average

C st reflecting  the slightly higher cost of doing business in the Virgin Islands

C»: Whatis ihhe funding level for the National Park Service for Special Resource
S tudies? What is proposed in the President’s budget for I'Y 05?
e o The Y 04 budget includes $493.000 for Special Resource Studies. The FY 05

re=quest is about the same, $502 000

C_»: Howlarge an area will be studied?
e - Weunderstand that the area envisioned
F = owever, we typica

e commendatie




BEST AVAILABLE IMAGE

Q: How much will it cost to acquire the land and to manage it?
A: The study will indicate potential costs of acquiring any land that

within the boundaries of any potential new unit that would be manag

Park Service. Costs are determined by recent comparable
tair market value. Operational costs would also |

would vary depending upon the degree of National

Q: Arven’t there already three National Park Service units on St. Croix? Why do
vou need another?

A: There are presently three NPS units on the Island of St. Croix — Christiansted
National Historic Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument, and Salt River Bay
National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve. None of these existing sites focus on
the plantation history of the Virgin Islands. Remains of a plantation exist on the Castle
Nugent Farms property. That plus the fact that this land consists of a large amount of
open land. which is rare on St. Croix, helps make it a good candidate for study

Q: Isn’t Castle Nugent Farms a cattle ranch? Doesn’t the National Park System
already contain units re'ating to cattle ranching?

A: The current use of Castle Nugent Farms is for the ranching of Senepol cartle. We
understand that ranching has been a primary use of this land for more than a centuy
property was also at one time a plantation, a theme that is very important to tl
develcpment of the Virgin Islands, and one that is not told within the existing National

Park System units on St. Croix. While many. primarily

western, parks include ranching

as one of their themes, Grant-Kohrs National Historic Site in Montana represents more
th.n 125 years of cattle ranching in the western U.S. That site is still a working caitle

ranch




BEST AVAILABLE IMAGE

.

Visitor Center
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|
|
|

Looking towards the west end of the island of St. Croix. Portion of Castle Nugent Farms

in the foreground. Hess Oil refinery in the distance
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A History of Castle Nugent Estate

it
HUSE

History
“ " { Gentle Senepo! cattle graze in
, W P ol w s & the pastures surrounding
. Castle Nugent Guesthouse

House
Activities
Contact Us

About St. Croix

A watercolor painting by Caroline’s nephew sihows the
sweeping views of the ranch lands and the sea bayond, with
four of the five remaining estate buildings visible

t registered in the

African longhorr 4
attle pulling a suga
cane cart in the 1880+

n St. Croix
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'

Wedon’t know how Castle Nugent got its name -~ Castle Nugen
is both a castle and a county, in Ireland

Denmark sold the island of St. Croix to the United States in 101°
Estate Castle Nugent changed hands between old Danish island
several times before its pur ase by the wall family (m
ilso had purchased the

My i

parents) in the

18 PP

; ' T et
N'Dama cattle being woOrked at gstate Longford (part cf the
Castle Nugent ranching operation) in the 1950s

with t}

N'Dama cattle were brought from Africa to St. Croix

slave ships. Tlie last to arrive from Africa wer purcnased
by the owner of Longford Estate (now ) part «

8008 by
art of the operati

vere added to the

still shows its Africar

f Castle

rations
ite 19608
gent herd in 19
today. It was from this ranch that the Sene pol Associ
managed for its first fifteor

G

The original Virgin Islands Senepol Association, 1976. F
left: Enrico Gasperi (Mario’'s younger brother), Mrs. Car
d Dr. Mario Gasper Henry Nelthropp S
stz, Dr. D. Padda and Dr. Tke
ther En Caroliy
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Senepol cattle

An aerial photo of Castle Nugent taken in 1988 shows the
unpaved South Shore Road in the foreground, the estate
buildings in the center of the photo and to the north, the sea
on the north shore of the island.

f the beef produced here at Castle N 1ger
stock is sold locally. Popularity of Sene pol

ousness

Traffic stops as a herd of Castle Nugent cows

with young calves crosses South Shore Road

4
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Lasuc ivugent rarms, roungauon SENCpol Lattle, St.

For more information about renting our Gue sthouse or to
request a brochure, call or send address to

Caroline Gasperi
Castle Nugent Farm
Phone/Fax (340) 773-1508

POB 969 Christiansted St.Croix VI 00821

or visit Castle Nugent Farm's cattle website!
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Froud to be
1 March 2004

updated daily by residents of St. Croix, US Virgin Islands

America's Paradise

Castle Nugent
Eco-Farm

Castle Nuaent is one of the 264 cotton and sugar p

lantations that were formed on the island of St Croix
after 1733 when the Danish West In

dies Company purchased the island from France
The guest house on the farm is an histo

sted on the National Register of Historic Piaces It's stuccoed walls, tin roof and sturdy
wooden shutters with wrought iron hinges are all signatures of 18th and 19th century Colonial
architecture, when fortunes were made on this sland from sugar Castle Nugent today is a cattle farm
but the old buildings have remained virtually the same

it early in the 18th century. It is now

reen
gree

Other buildings on the site include the remains of a cotton storage house, a smah chapel and slave
quarters for the 15 - 20 slaves who lived there in the 18th and early 19th century

The estate was first farmed as early as 1

them being Christopher Nugent, who bou

Gasperi, w the

738. Over the centuries the farm had many owners, or.2 of
ght the farm in 1774 and gave the estate its name Caroline

resent owner of the Eco-Farm, likes to sav proudly that many historians believe her
est cattle farms in the entire West Indies

farm is one of the old

Mario Gasper

) farr e: intil his death. Today besides
raising animals the f: g SO n
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Guest editorial for August 14

Preserving a chunk of V.1. his*ary

Olasee Davis, an ecologist on St. “roix, is a Daily
News contributing columnist. He ca, be reached
at olaseedavis@vipowernent.net.

Thursday, August 14th 2003

Recently, I was interviewed on one of St Croix's popular radio

station about Castle Nugent Farm bec )MiNg 3 national park. The

farm, with some 2,300 acres IS managed by the Gasperi family
) St Foix's southeastern shore, Late last year the

St. Croix asked

asperi property t

f the National Park Service o
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art and early 19th centuries st at Sinclair 's Caribbean
astie Nugent Farm. It has the rem ains of a cotton st age Cafe
house, a small chapel, sugar mills, and other histor uins The perfect place for
estate was first farmed as eariy as 1738 dining out.
26 A Norre Gade

them being Christapher St Thomas, 00802

v 340) 774-2340
in 1774 and gave the estat ts c “

The farm had many owners e of
Nugent, who bro ight the farm
name

Our directory site

- Put your business
her place ! r card here!
VeSS Senve T - find out how...
jes*inat history and
help move fory the St. Croix e
vith vision and gooa leadersh P

ne of three farms on the island that
aintain pure t Senepol cattle. Tt
Bromiey Neithropp in the e

best breed anir

e animals were bred up by
Today, they are one of the
er, I considered the

attle I Put your business

card here!

find out how..

® Halos & Pitchforks for Fe ruary 28, 2004

Through the Years for February 28. 2004

editorial for Feb. 27
guest opimions for fel
guest editorial for Feb

Juest editorial for Fet
Editorial for February 26, 2004
Guest Opinions for Febru ary 26, 2004
Guest Column for February 26, 2004
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Seckim c‘:’((’) P L

(c) Report
(1)

The Secretary shail complete the study for each area for potential
inclusion in the National Park System within 3 complete fiscal vears
following the date on which funds are first made available for such
purposes. Each study under this section shall be prepared with
appropriate opportunity for public involvement, including at least one
public meeting in the vicinity of the area under study, and after

reasonable efforts to notify potentially affected landowners and State
and local governments.

In conducting the study, the Secretary shall consider whether the
area under study

(A)

possesses nationally significant natural or cultural | ssources
and represents one of the most important examples of a particular
resource type in the country: and

is a suitable and feasible addition to the system

Each study -

(A)

the rarity and integrity of the resources

the threats to those resources
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the public use potential:

the interpretive and educational potential

costs associated

operation

the socioeconomic impacts of any designation;

the level of local and general public support; and

whether the area i«

| ng-term resource

shall consider whether )
Mmanagement or alternative p.otection by other public agen

the private sector is Appropr

shall identify what alternative or combination of alternatives
would in the professional judgment of the Director of the National
Park Service be most effective and efficient in protecting significant
resources and providing for public enjoyment: and
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The letter transmitting each completed study to Congre
contain a recommendation regarding the Secretar
Mmanagement option for the area

shall
y's preferred
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National Park Service
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Qualifications
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w unit of the National Park Syste

ts and nfic

priate

Management Opt
Alternatives to National Park Service mana
significant, suitable and feasible

management alt

gement m
g
+

additions to the
Indian tribes
established progr:
andmark, a natinnz
reserve a state

volving other feder

ers

ra
andmark

onal wild and scenic river

a nat a national trail, a biosphere
or some other specially designated and protected area. Alternatives

agencies include designation of iederal lands as wilderness, areas of critical

national conservation areas, nationa! recreation areas, marine or estuarine

ve been recogn

) the National Park System and are managed by others

National P .

ot usua O

anvironmental concern

d by Congress as being
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purposes c o address agement issue

dentification along topographic ural features or roads, or to pr
, Irposes. Boundary studies discuss management options and
be feasible to administer considering size, configuration, ownership, costs. and other

to the purposes of an existing unit of the National Park System Even ifar
existing unit, it might be considered as a “new area” study if it is not dire
significance cf the existing unit. For exam: le. evaluating a prehistoric ar
war battlefield would most like ) e ‘new area teria ratie

study process

A boundary study is usually appropriate only when the resources being consider
+

Authorizations
Congress decides if an area shou
might be appropriate

System and ask the Secretar

abou resou manage t alterr
Recommendations are usually provided in the ] 1smitting Legislation
authorizing a new area wili explain the purpose of the area and outline any specific directions for
additional planning, land acquisition, management, and operations

wongress has used more than 20 3Sigr ; 1 q e National Park
These titles are usua toric r

Soysten
and eation

for example

edents tha

features containir
National Prese
range of activities si
Despite th

wmpaired

Assistance and Evaluation

Besides runnino the National Park System, the National Park Service also manages or participates in
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Resources that are nationally signifizant may be eligible for special titles or designations while they

nue to be managed by states, lccal governments, other federal agencies, or private owners

anificance also may benefit from technical o financial assistance

ns and funding sou 'S re e action by Congress while others can

W
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lorth East Regio
National Park Service

200 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106
SONNECTICUT, MAINE, MASSACHUSET

RHODE ISLAND, and RMONT, MARYLAN

Nationa

1411

Jakiar

DAM(
TERRIT

Southeast Region
National Park Service
100 Alabama Street, SE Atianta, GA 30303
ABAMA FLORIDA. GEORGIA, KENTUCKY, M $SISSIPF  NORTH CAROLINA PUERTO RICO
JTH CAROLINA. TENNESSEE, and the VIR GIN ISLANDS




'NATIONAL PARK SERVICE SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDIES

Potential National Park System Units

Original
Authorized

Current
Target

Begun Farget/Actual

Target to
Conagress

i

Kate

Miami

bert M

san Gabrie
ginia Ke

Naco M

Original
Authorized

Begun arget/Actual

Current Target to
irget/Actual

Congress

Potential Additions to the National Trails System

Original Current Target to
Authorized Ta Target/Actual Congress

jet/Actual

“'Q - E
T N | 4
May-05
Potential Additions to the National
Wild and Scenic River System

Eightmile River M

Original
Authorized

Musconetcong Riv

Current
New River

Target to
Target/Actual Congress
t Jan-0F€
7 I 4 Sep-04
VA and WV 199 )
Taunton River MA

Target/Actual

Mar

t-04

Total Studies Pending: 32
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s . -y sl o —_—
‘ Target to New 1
1 In the Transmittal Process Begun  Finai Actual Congress ‘

12/20/02
12/30/03 Ma

Date New l
Sent Unit Finding
02/10/03 yes |
02/10/03
05/16/03
08/22/03
08/27/03
10/10/03
11/03/03
WWIi Sites in Palau 12/23/03
Upper Housatonic River Valley, C 10/30/03
Nomen's Right's Trail, NY 01/27/104

Transmitted to 107th Congress (2001-2002) Date
Sent
Androscoggin Valley, NH 01/10/02
Bioluminescent Bay. PR 6/20/02
Eaker Air Force Base, AR 08/24/01
e Age Floods MT. WA OR 08/24/01
ess Hills, IA 06/20/02
New Jersey Shore of Delaware Bay, NJ 03/11/02 no
d Spanish Trail. NM to CA 02/11/02 yes Trail
Susan B. Anthony Home, NY 03/11/02 no
shenandoah Valley Battlefields, VA 04/12/01 yes (1 site)
NW II Sites in Northern Marianas 04/01/02 no
Total Sent: 10

directed thr U]r appropnatiors

—*_expansion of Lower Delaware River study, author
de A AR Rl
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Briefing Paper
Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands
Legislative Markup
April 22, 2004
10:00 pm 1334 LHOB
H.R. 2663

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of
designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System,

Summary of Bill: H.R.2663, introduced by Congresswoman Donna Christensen (D-V.1.) on July
8, 2003, would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a suitability and feasibility study
for designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System.

Background and Need for Legislation: Located on the island of St. Croix, Castle Nugent
Farms, is one of 264 cotton and sugar plantations that were formed on the island of St. Croix
after 1733 when the Danish West Indies Company purchased the island from France. Historians
believe Castie Nugent Farms, which includes a 17" century Danish estate house and a number of
structures, is one of the oldest ongoing cattle ranches in the West Indies specializing in Senepol
breed of cattle. Today, Castle Nugent, the largest parcel of privately-held land in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, is a genetic bank for the Senepol breed. The farm also includes large coral reefs and
turtle and heron nesting sites.

The National Park Service Study would determine the suitability, feasibility and national
significance of establishing the Castle Nugent Farm Estate as a unit of the Park System. It would

also determine the designation it would be afforded should the study conclude in the affirmative.

Subcommittee Action: On March 25. 2004. the Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation
and Public Lands held a hearing on the bill.

Expected Amendments: No amendments anticipated..

Administration Pesition: The Administration supports the legislation; however, it would prefer
the bill be amended to require that the study explore all options of designation.

Contact Information: Robert Howarth at 6-7736
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Twin™ HoRL 2663

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
SEPTEMBER 22, 2004

Received; read twice and referred to the Committe on Energy and Natural

>
I\: sourees

AN ACT

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-

ability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands. as a unit

of the National Park System, and for other purposes

| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re presenta

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled
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| SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING
CASTLE NUGENT FARMS,
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following
(1) Castle Nugent Farms, located on the south-
eastern shore of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, is
the largest parcel of privately-held land in the Virgin
Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for
20 vears
(2) This land has the largest and healthiest
fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands
(3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and
pasturelands with considerable eultural resources in
¢luding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-
tlement
(4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his
toriec 17th century Danish estate house that sits on
over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop
erty
In addition to being an area for turtle nes
heron nesting, it is the home for the
Senepol cattle breed, a unique breed of cattle that
was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's to
adapt to the island’s chimate

(b) STUDY The Sec retary of the Interior shall carm

25 out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des-
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ignating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National
Park Svstem
(¢) STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION .—Section

3(¢) of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. la-5(¢)) shall

apply to the conduet and completion of the study required

I).\‘ this seet 1on

Passed the House of “t'pl‘('\t'lllilti\'nu\ .\'c'pl«'ln‘wl‘ 21,

2004,

Attest JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk
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