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Meet The Team

Elisa Bryan,
Communication Specialist

Daniel Mele,
Communication Assistant

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

v/ Joint conference presentation at the
SC EPSCoR EOD Conference in 2022 - "A picture is
worth a thousand words, and so is good design"

@ ¥5SC EPSCoR

EDUCATION
Outreach &

DIVERSITY

CONFERENCE 2022

September 11-14, 2022

esort | Isle of Palms, SC

/irgin]slands

Elisa Bryan

VI-EPSCoR Communication Specialist

Photography and visual storytelling
for science communication

Dan Mele

NSF EPSCoR EOD Conference

All photos by Dan Mele
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Goals An
Objective

MERGING AREAS OF FESEANCH SUBVITTED BY DR, EDAW CRUZSVERA

SeagrassEcology =~ e EEE

n The U.S. Virgin Islands

CONTENT LINKS

Inform stakeholders and community of R2R Project research

Goal CD1 and educational goals and progress made toward achieving
those goals.
Goal CD2 Produce annual VI-EPSCOR newsletter.
Goal CD3 Support R2R Project team's promotional needs.

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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Outcomes -
Website

V' 34K Website Visitors since January 1, 2020
with numbers increasing by thousands each
year

v Completed: Advanced CSS training program

v Completed: Website upgrade

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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About Us Areas of Re

Watershed Terrestrial
Monitoring & Land
Use

The Watershed and Land Use
research area seeks to understand
how human activity on land can affect
places downstream, like our coral
reefs. This work focuses on
understanding how these processes
work in the Virgin Isfands so that we
can do a better job of protecting both
our home on the land and in the sea,

CCONTENT LINKS

Scientific Solut Additional Reading /

About Us

Hello! Welcome
to VI-EPSCoR

ersity\ /irgin[slands

of the
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Hahights

VI-EPSCoR is one of 28 NSF
Virain Isiands. Our current research and education program, Ridge to Reef

Jurisdictions and is hosted at the

Processes and Independent Drivers of Small Island Resilience (R2R), explores and develops
science-based strategies to understand and mitigate environmental stressors in the USVI
Teritory

The R2R program also strives to develop the next generation of Virgin Islanders can help
ensure a resilient future for the Territory's natural resources. We accomplish this with our
Waorkforce Development team and a focus on community outreach

We in ou to explore all our areas of research.

ADVANCING GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY IN STEM
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e @PSC=F-

O e st " 118,000 Social Media

The GRROE USVI Mangrove team at the University of the Virgin Islands hosted a mangrove

learning exchange with our BVI friends at the H. Lavity Stoutt Community College. What an
experience that was for all involved! Read our blog to learn about what the BVl is doing to E n a e m e n tS
support their precious mangroves and how these partnerships benefit all Virgin Islanders.

https://viepscor.orgl.../growing-ma g

of the Virgin Island: » and Environmental Studies H Lavity

mmunity Foundatior

) ) ‘ 11 YouTube Videos
T ~ - Social Medi
4 256 Video Views

Go'to Ad Center to promote your Page

You's have toois t0 create and manage ads.

% VI-EPSCoR is at Brewers Bay Beach
LY W Favorites - June 30 - Charlotte Amalie, US Virgin Islands - @

Brewers Bay is a special place for VI-EPSCoR. This is where the Center for Marine and
Environmental Studies building is located and also where many research studies are
conducted, ranging from seagrass, sea turtles, fish, coral, mangroves, and so much more!

ing Kr - Part1—VIEPSCoR

USVI Mangroves from the University of the Virgin Islands (U’

ot yet rated (4 Feviews) @

It's also a heavily used beach for recreation and events.

The wildlife in Brewers is also unmatched with occasional manta ray sightings and even stories
‘% vi_epscor of humpback whales giving birth!
d

US Virgin lslands

© vour st recuest 10 300st e post was aporoved What's your favorite animal you've seen at Brewers Bay?
e R s st 0 et st S appts vt 4 ‘E vi_epscor We are excited to announce that VI-EPSCoRs @da ‘ole toaraphv

“#  upcoming spring 2023 Newsletter will be focused on M @dan_mele_photography
RESTORATION.

Image was taken with FAA clearance under Part107

©
b

VI-EPSCOR supports multiple coral restoration projects as well
as a rapidly arowing mangrove restoration project, and
fostering the next generation of researchers in the Virgin
Islands.

[

We are looking forward to sharing more about this branch of
VI-EPSCOR funded research soon!

@nsfgov

-

« @dan_mele_photography

’-,) dan_mele_photography e
e

like Reply

e chemisses

2likes Reply

O _radeline Wooooo!!
s Reply

( ) oco_vi Nice work!

Viike Roply

‘ reefresponse & &

s Reply

oQv

@R Liked by uvimmes and 72 others
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= EPSCOr-

Virgin Islands Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Resesrch

Outcomes — Blog ¢

Blog posts are stronger and more authentic with

RESEARCH AREAS NEW! HIGHLIGHTS CONTACT 2023 MARINE DEBRIS CLEANUPS

What You Need To Know About Oceanography In The USVI Latest

Posts

post-specific photo shoots.

by oceans and, as specks in the northeastern Caribbean, we are

snography Is the s of its

d but we 2arth is significant. Or

scale, oce exchanges of t fluence the

temperature and ed to these proce nt, we know that

3 number

c av
fynal

On a local

scale, ocean cur emperatures have a ¢ gical pr

) Influence the mals In the

same cu ‘mine where larvae, eggs and even cora
T » sea is inextricably linked to these o ;, -
- Oceanic Data Supports Coral Research
V‘ One of the functions of the Ridge to Reef (R2R) Oceanography research area is to provide data to the ¢ Reef Resilience Team
ching and thermal stress are ongoing concerns, and th and
the 1ip be ected from What
coral sf a coral bleaching R k
o anticipate coral bleaching events allows i and less affected areas
irvive. These survivors mé

Above, this Bou

amongst an entire reef

olonie: this badly affec

specimen has survived a ching, dise

hurricanes, and othe chers are using

fragments of this coral and grow It onto other

reefs. Photo: Dan Mele
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Outcomes = YouTube
Videos

11 YouTube videos with 4,256 views

Recent Videos

WES IN THE CLASS A

C E ECT IN ST. THOMAS, U.S. VIRGIN ISLAND S

THE ALREN S B-A09s §5

/5%

| N :\ e “l - 8 l',
e Bl a2y o i

- %

B g0 NG
[ + ‘ E&-' ;ﬁj‘ - }" 7]
o S :

+ 1,157 views on Instagram « 2,035 views on Instagram
+ 200 views on Facebook » 897 views on YouTube
+ 353 views on YouTube

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 73 UniversityVirgin]slands {%}‘* NSF EPSCoR @
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Project Outcomes — | =&
Newsletters

08

Teacher Professional Development,
Mentoring, and Research Infrastructure

Movement Ecology

Three R2R newsletters available digitally and in print

ECOSYSTEM ~ o ISy
=RESTORAFION "

In The U.S. Virgin Islands
<

Sping | 0/

Ridge to Reef
Research

SUMMER 2023
“Education is the most
powerful weapon you can
use to change the world”

— Nelson Mandela

A National Science ro e PS( v,[: _ Foundation Program

6% NSF EPSCoR
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OUTPLANTING »

Outcomes — pPromotional Support

Marine Debrls in the

Waren oustumy
ot e b et e o ot ok Mo Pl i e o eston . o ol

1)
VI ISERP =

“econpem eogree
Virgin Islands Institute for STEM J " o ot ol o v move el conl peces, syt gront and sl o e oty e

. s ‘planting a dwersty of coraks and other enefioal species together wil benefit
Education Research and Practice

XY

'nm - epPsC r formechrommetiay pnni—--::—.:':-m

The Cpml
Chronicle

United States Virgin Islands p
gl E ‘, J<

: MARINE ;
DEBRIS *
ACTION
PLAN  +=

Corals in Crisis

LO\’/\N (£10)

October 27-28 i

2021 - 2026
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Sea Turtles in
Grenada

NORTH AMERICA PREMIERE )
) Scl%nlce
im
CONSERVATION Festival
FILM FESTIVAL

\ 2023 f Official Selection

2023

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
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Project Accomplishments

JACKSON

WILD
MEDIA
LAB

EPSCoR's video highlighting UVI's sea turtle
research in Grenada was accepted into two
film festivals

Dan was a finalist out of over 300 applicants
to the Jackson Wild Media Lab. He was
invited to join the crew team, which is where
he is now during this presentation

Dan was accepted into
the International League of Conservation
Photographers emerging fellowship.

2023 Wildlife Conservation Film Festival
Selection

Dan Mele

2023 Science Film Festival Selection

Finalist — Jackson Wild Media Lab

ILCP Emerging League Program

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE OF

PHOTOGRAPHERS

#&is NSF EPSCOR (C3y
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"our crash course ow illustrator,
especially using the color schemes and
palettes has been extremely helpfull”

Year 4 Goals

- Course patrticipant

Adobe Workshop Participants >

v Refine VI-EPSCoR website
v/ Continue team training opportunities

v/ Continue to support research team's
outreach goals.
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Thank you!

Elisa Bryan

EMAIL: elisa.lacatena@uvi.edu

PHONE: 340-693-1039

Dan Mele

EMAIL: daniel.mele@uvi.edu

PHONE: 240-687-6578

5 ADVANCING GEOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY IN STEM

2023 ANNUAL CONFERENCE & fﬁi“; NSF EPSCoR



