GRSERVATIONS On THE ARCH ITECTURE AT REEF MY ESTATB
AND FORTEERG HILL
ST. JOHN, VPRGIN ISLANDS

sYnorstrs§

Roth Reef Ray Eestate and Fortberg Hill have sxtre-
ordiaary scenic values and’ great architectoral’
Qualitdes. Reef PBey Estate retains more bwildings
than generally fcund in the old estates. The main
bgﬂ‘dlg is ar special merit. The factory with its
mschinery and the ether utildty buildings clearly
demonstrate the Turctioming of a sugar nroducing
estate. |

The fart at Fortiefg Hill s a tyricals18th cemtury
fortification ang played an importamt pars in the

mtc_? of the islptd.






Description

General History

REEF PAY ESTATE

Reef Bay estats is 1oeat.,edain a narrow valley on
the sunih cdant of Bb. -$bkb, < The eatats oobirs
most of the valley and plxj;s of the steep hills
which form it. The estate buildings fall in
three groups:ﬁ the Estat? Hdu#e group, the ’Wﬂr :
Factory" group, and the "Village." Trails corﬁxect
the groups and lead to Lameshur Pay on .the eg‘st,
the Main Line t»ob the north and Gent{ Bay to the
west. In addition, a trail leads to the Indian
Falia, on a small brook within the estate that
sascailas over d Seriss of rock outcrops on the

west wall of the vailen

The present estate cambines in part or |
cmplet.ely the two older qéhtcs of Little
Reef Bay and Parforce shown in the IIT Quadrant
of St. John on P. L. Oxholm's map of 1760.
Parforce ﬁeems to bave been the first uttled"r

and is mentioned in,local court records of the



18th eentury. Littie Reef Bay is marked on the

same map, but s no mentioned before 1833 in

aiailﬁblc records. |The present Estate Hoqse:is

locatéd on lgnd.whi h seems to have been ﬁaff‘of
Thié eﬂ£atetchangeq %aﬂdi
twice durﬁng the year 18bh It was firstaéquiréd
by A, M. rorth from’Ao Eo.Vetter,‘and thfoﬁgh the
the same

latter in ar by L. D, Smith. This

date is marked on the gate post of Reef Pay

Estate Ho‘se and is probably the dnte of its

erection° During the middle of tje 19th eentury
both EstaLeq~Parfo (186L) and Little Rqe!
Bayi(1856b we:g'acq+ired,by w. HAILarsh iﬁ
Englishma% bdf@‘en ortola., He wms, according
to his davghtery Mrs. Daniels, of St. Thomas, the
overseer bf the estates for the pnevious dinera°
At tho~tiﬁe of his %eath (1909) the estate mad
vinheritcd'by'his daughters who sold ghé*pfopé;ty"

t> F. Faulk,

"According| to Mrs. E, Daniels and her sistdr,

¥rs, Jensen, there were two additional groups of ]

tulldings besides the three menticned aboye: 2



group called "Cow-Cow" beyond the villare to-
ﬁards the ¥ain Line and some atabi»s by the
ﬂMangos." Thex‘identified areas bty their ro.g~
tionship to speéific»treeg and natural landmarks
not observed dﬁﬁing my stay at the Bay. However,
it is possible that Cow-Cow are the ruins of one
of the two mills shown between Parforce and the |
"0ld Works" on the Main Line on Oxholm's map.
The‘Mangoa seem to havekbéen west of the estate
hou;; in the Qalley.

The Estate The Fstate House group is lccated on a spur of

House Group
the east flank of the valley approximately 3/h
miles in from the beach. A steep trail branches
off from the main trail to Lameshur Ray and
swinging nprth and east ar-und the spur approaches
the Estate House from the ncrth. The proup
consists of the Estate House proper and ﬁhe
ruins of the servants quarters, the kitchen,
the stable and the outhouse. The Estate House
is backed up against the rising hill with %hg}\
stables and the outhouse to the»nortneast ;nd

the kitchen and servants quarters to the west.



The servants quarters are located on the same

level as ﬁhe wadh biues and sHgptly o B

north; th¢ kitchen in line with the quartors

but 1ower%‘ A retaining wall separates the

Estate Hoﬁse from the kitchen,
! 3

; | '
The selection of site, the placing of the tuild-

inga and #helr plan show a fine appreciatibn
for the l?cale.

To the north there is a view of the valleyiag
it narrows and folds into the hilli; To the

south the]view is wide and overlooks the Fay

with Fren&h'Mans Cap and St. Croix in the back-

e _
grounc wh#le the Indian Falls across the valley

facé the kstate House. The narrow back yard
‘against the natural rock wall of t%e steeply
rising hi}l is complimentary to thk wider views
on the otper sides of the house anv given a

variety t$ the spac‘al experience encountered

at the 31 e, . Phel tetien and. the-Férv‘anw

f,‘ (

quarters ve been given what appears to be
an unduly|important position on the site.
This may ﬁ‘mve been for lack of ﬂ.ati land

suitable for building. However, the builder



1- Reef Bay Estate House, front

2- Reef Bay Estate House, back porch looking south.
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ondhtion of

stucco.

| :
L- Fstate House seen frem the top|of the Indian falls the
roof is 1/l way down| the hill left of center. i
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has capitalized on them by using them to drama-
tize tﬁe apgroﬁch to the house. They’bi' kigha
view of the house from the sccess trail 'so that.
after the g]i.mpees of the house from the low |
sectlon of the trail you do not see it again _
»until you turn the corner of the servants
‘quarters undia:e immedsatély in fyont-;}’tho
‘gate pnst,leking #ﬁfat stair of th; frent
ventranceo T :
The Main Honse is small, but has a grent deal
of architectural quality. It is formal and ’
symetrical, with classical revival detitls
»carefully balanced;insidé and out, -Its plan
takes full advantage of the pite a;é its end
galleries, an’ unusual feature\iu a Wbit ;,‘
‘Indian house, nre a conceasicn to it. 'Qil"‘
the structures of this group ‘are built fram\
a looal stono with brick nsed in cognering,
;arches ané trim They aré 311 stuceood and
;ggintede The, main housa has a flxt brick
robf aver 1ts entrance canopips and overrits
galleries while the central»section has &

hipped roof. The other qtructdres;;as far as
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All bﬁildings are in %uins. The walls stand to
their full height and%have a sound fabric. They
still carry traces of@,tm;r finishes. There is
a great deal of veget;t10n~on the site and
throughaut’the factor& ;nd the‘ialia are in
danger of destructioni A1l floors are covered
by debris and thu drninl and firing tunnels are
cho¢£ed. No original roof remains, Uhere;
exceptions occur to these general conditions
they’are mentioned under the section to‘which
they pertain. P. L. bxhelm's map of 1780 shows
three buildings on the site of the present

group of buildings, hpt-no grinding platfomna

‘The factoty building‘

The factory is a sprawling one story building
wlth a cumplux plan.‘ It appeara to have been
built in several stages and 1t haa four
observable divisigns,(see_plot ‘plan). They are:
(1Y the chimney, « beiling bench aad the cistern
on the‘north aide:offtha factory; (2) the north
'winé and ﬁhe central portion; (3) the gﬁlléry»
to the east and (L) the boiler ‘house and stack

T R

to the south. :



The relative age of
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continues through the jointure of the two sestions
which estibliapes section three as an addition,
however, it is probably an earlier one to judge
from the sa@eness of construction details.

Section four, the boueé house, was phmed
arodnd the machinery it still houses. An oven
extends under the north end of this section and
’is connected to the stack. fhere is sufficient
machinery 1ef£ for a lafman to follow the general
lines of syrup production. The maéhinerj is mark?d
M. A. McOnie Glascow 1861. -The' cohnection with
the grinding platform is still in existence. The
functions of tﬁe latter are obscured by its
Tuinuous condition and its cbver of daﬁse vegeta-
tion. Tﬁe»construction details of section feur
are differsnt from the main HWody of the factory.
The window openings have wood lintels and the

roof was hipped.

The grinding platform

The grinding platform is a roughly circular plat-
form approximately 80 feet in diameter raised &'

above the surrounding ground level and bounded



. by a retaining wal}, The cane uj '}c:usbecll here

ce piped into the boilirg Hogse. The

Bouse 1
The small| wobden house shown on the plan was
2 & § i

built as a dwelling by the previous owner éa:bout LO

years ago, It is still roofed, but all woodwork

is in pooL- coﬁdition.

House 2

Only tw§ alls‘are still standing lof House§ 2, Tt
ia;a masonry structure and used to have a .ifséddle
roof. It|\was referred to as the "pld hcu’sje“ by
Mrs, ;E. iels, th% daughter g‘f W. H. Mar:‘:sh,.and’
was used by her’far storage. _
In additign to the buildings m'ént.il.méd'abo%ze

‘there is 4 cistern-and a well between the factory

and the grinding platform. Pipes ‘.ead from the -

boiling hguse into %he cistern.
There is d1so a free standing Dutch oven south

of House 2.

10
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Firing pit

7- Firing pit




9 - Boiling House, interior Soutlﬁwle;»’






10- South Wall of Boiling House, Grinding jlatform to|the right.



14
’/' ¥ ~" ,:"‘;*',' Frd
ARE |

A L o . a

ShwEers v

: .;,/N‘f;g‘””f{f 4 Az dutz e ,‘ oo : , Foukcs
' - et S gt £
Keel Bzy Ls/are , R B
oLl A e B L
I///’éyz&aé/;aa‘a@( | x
; “ . aest
Skerct Par  wmporov. scale =00
g?"" srreelrrennneprkasy )‘ fromrmraiereed - |

/o 2o u e o ax




The “village"
and the old
factory

A grouﬂ}cgf ruins ie Tosated straight norkh sf
the Estate House on the trail to the Main Line.
It consists of two small dwelling houses on the
road and the remains of a sugar mill in the bdsh

approximately LO yards northeast of the road.

The village

The two dwelling houses are in ruinous condition,
and partly collapsed. Their principal interest is
their constmct_ion. House 1 (see plan) is a waddle
construction. House 2 is a wood frame on a stone
base (see sketch), similar to the construction

used in the structure of the fort at Coral PFay,

The "old" factory

The "old" factory consists of a series of ruins
of a sugar mill. The site is Qensely wooded,
however, you can still locate the grinding plat-

form, the factory building proper and the cistern.

~,The latter is standing in its full height. The

‘standing walls vary tx from 3' to 15'. It iould
be difficult to determine the ;ppeamme_of the
structure when standing. It is, however, feasible
bto recongtruct the type of sugar mill and the

general lines of production.

11
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FORTBERG HILL
Deséription Fortberg Hill is a conical hill on a small
peninsula betﬁeen Coral Harbor and Hurricane
Hole in Coral Bay.
The Fort, in early accounts called "Frederiksvaern",
is located on thersummit. Foundations of an |
unidentified structure are immediately west of
‘the fort (see sketch) and a shore battery on a
pramotory to the southeast.
General History 'The fort and the battery were part‘of a largef

~defense system of Coral Bay. |

- The first fort on the present sitevwas4finished
in 1723. When it was begun, is‘not known, It
is however, shown on the Gevard van Keulen

map of 1719o Its‘purpose was té discourage the
English settlers of Tortola in their claim of
St. John aﬁd to protect thé Danish settlemgnt
(1717)
The old fort was a group »f modqst buildings
éﬁrrbunded.byvé dry stone and earth wall. This
played an impnrtant past in the slave uprising

of 1733.

12



It was ab?ndoned af%er the insurrection aﬂd is not

mentioned in the 17#5 agreement of
the Danish Crown an& the Dansk Ves
‘ |

In 1760 a fort is mentioned in con

transfef between

tindien Company.

nection with

the granting of ownership privileges to Coral Bay

settlement, It is reasonable tb assume that the

present~sﬁructure tes from about | this period,

especiallj since the fort was abandoned by the Danish

governmentiat an earPy date. Private ownership of

| |
Fortberg Hill is shorn in the court record in St. Thomas

as far bac% as 1823,

A magazine%was in existence in 1733

.. A magazine is also

| g :
mentioned #n 1760 as|being built and a battery is shown

on the site of the present one on J. L. Oxholm's map

of 1780.

The defensl system o# Coral Bay had| two additional

armed positions. On the Gevard van|Keulen map of 1719

|
Le Duck's island is Aortified and a|peninsula which may

be Turner %r Moor point is labelled|"the new fort",

This accords with theL

Carolina Fskate that

point,

statement by William Harsh of

here is an old cannon at Moor



Frederiksvaern

The existing fort is a rectangular enclosure
with Basti-ns at the corners. A house was
located in the center of the enciosureﬁ An
arched gateway leads through the west wall
of the fort. Theré are several Openingé-ip
the walls, gun slits, windows, etc, (seéfx
sketch). The four bastions appear to have
had gun decks 2-3 feet below top ééﬁihe wall
with rooms below them, Their remains can te
traced. A staircase on the south wali ieaas
to a Eontinous walk along the top of tba

wall,

The structure in the center of the fort
buildt on a platform L' above grouhd;: It &
had stone walls up to the height of the
window sills, The upper'part was either a
wattle construction between posts or a wood
frame construction; probably the forﬁ:ero

The walls of the fort stand fram 9° to 10!
above the interior level aic drsy Trom 10

16" to the outside. Tiey; ar- - ¢ o .aditd

14



except*in?are#s sho*n on plan. Th? masonry is

a rough field stone(and brick fra ents, Brick

15 need 14 cornerinﬁ and arches, All walls were
stuccoed ﬁut finishes have deteriorated completely.
The 1nterﬂor walls of the fort have crumbled and
the entiré:area is cpvered by a-dense vegetation.
The fort h%s a comma{ding position jand would have
a magnific%nt views kn all directions, except for

the vegeta?:,ion0 E
| 1
The Magazine |

The Magazi%el(see ;; tch) is buildt| from Field stone.,
The wallSL re approximately 6' height and drop off
About 10' an the ou:j:dea The magazine commands the
entrancg tg Coral Bay and to Hurricane Hole, Six
old c;nnon are still in place part#y burried under

debris.

15






12~ Magazine Fmbrasure faci @

13- Fort&erg Hill from SandeHb
Bay. Magazine and far
promgtory.

;eﬂfranCe;to Hurricane Aoie.

lh- Magazine ai cernible at
the edge near top of
promotory. [Note position
in relation to entrance

of Bay.



" SCOPE OF THIS REPORT

The ’i.nfomat.lon for this report was gathéred on a
trip to t.he Virgin Islands J‘rom Novembar 22 to
ﬁovember 27. Four and a half days were spent on
St. John at. Reef Bay and Fortberg Hi1l and one day
1n.Charlo‘t.t¢v. Amalie. & v -
‘Lack of time eliminated a »thoxjoix_gh study, and ite
is."rtélt a cénﬁdéraue‘.‘amount‘*’e of material both in
,-records and :En t.he i‘ield has been left untouched.
1Following records were ‘consulted:

1o ¢ Court records, St. Thanas, Virgin Islands )
'_;2. P..L. Oxhols - ¥ap of St. John 1780 (pﬁgb.l&OO),
3 P, L. Oxholn - Sukker Moeller mae

y. €. T Pai).udan - Blade of de Vestindiske
% i 2 : Oers Historie : ’

5. .&vard van !hulen -Jl’ap of St. Thm apd of

o /. Harbor in St. John pubhshed
_ WY in Amsterda:u 1719

6. A. Broendsted - Vore ngle Tropekolonier

7. Kay Laraen - Dansk Vestmdicn

8. "Waldenar Westergaard '!he nanish West Indies

_ Prepared by F. C. G
© 3 Nov.'Sh
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