&_—'r’ ~ '11

. U2 yrim iled=

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
Territory of the Virgin Islands 00
REGULA’USML SESSION 20_Y'

‘ " ROLL CALL }/ /
“Bill No, 23 — 0206 L Date: 27 40

Short Title: To amend Act 6327 to provide a lump-sum approprlatlon. from the Indirect Cost Fund
for salaries, operating expensessand for other purposes adding the Division of Personnel for

the Fiscal Year October 1, 1999 through September 30, 2000

@

R

(©)

(d)y

(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Introduced and sent to Committeg on.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiinn Date. .o
Reported from Committee and sent to Rules on............ooviiiiiiii e
Reported from Committee on Rules. ...
Recalled from Committee by Special Order....... ...t p
AGOPIEA DL .ot e e L
REJECLEI Mo e e ettt a e e an s é”

Vet0ed By GOVEITIOT DIt u.ian e ee sttt r e e et e e s e et e ea e e et e s s e et e e e nnnaesenaanas

Reconsidered by Legislature and passed or rejected
OVET GOVEIMOT™S VEI0 0Tl iieeot ittt et eearn e raeeae e e e rne s e reen s e s abaanee i eetnsennaee e

MEMBERS YEA NAY NOT VOTING ABSENT

BENNERSON, Gregory A. /

BERRY, Lorraine L.

LN

BRYAN, Adelbert M.

DAVID, Roosevelt St. C.

DONASTORG, Adlah “Foncie”

GOLDEN, Violet Anne

( E, Donatd “Ducks” &
Qg

GOMEZ, Judy M.

GOODWIN, George E.

HANSEN, Alicia “Chucky”

RN

JN. BQPTISTE, Norman

JONES, David S. : )

LIBURD, Almando “Rocky” g}'

PETRUS, Allie-Allison (%

RICHARDS Vargrave A.




BILL NO. &3-0306

Twenty-Third Legislature of the Virgin Islands
- of the United States

MARCH 1, 2000

To amend Act 6327 to provide a lump-sum appropriation from the Indirect Cost Fund for
salaries, operating expenses and for other purposes adding the Division of Personnel for
the Fiscal Year October 1, 1999 through September 30, 2000

@
&

PROPOSED BY: Senator Vargrave A. Richards and Allie-Allison Petrus
by Request of Governor

BE IT ENACTED by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands:
SECTION 1. Act 6327 is hereby amended in section 1 by adding the following
new section and increasing the total fund appropriation accordingly.
FUND 55100 INDIRECT COST
ORG 1300 DIVISION OF PERSONNEL

C/CNTR 15113T INDCOST-DIV OF PERSONNEL
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PERSONNEL SERVICES
CLASSIFIED $ 42,141
UNCLASSIFIED 30,000
TOTAL PERSONNEL SERVICES $ 72,141
ALL OTHER EXPENSES 20,601
TOTAL CENTER $ 92,742

BRO0-1227/March 1,2000/sa
G23-0017
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‘) By Legal Counsel

AMENDMENT TO BILL NO.

OFFERED BY SENATOR ADLAH "FONCIE" DONASTORG

Bill No. 1s amended by adding an appropriately numbered section to
read:

"SECTION . (a) A referendum shall be held on the date of the General
Election in the Year 2000 to enable the voters of the Virgin Islands to decide whether the
Legislature should petition the United States Congress to amend the Revised Organic Act
to reduce the number of Senators comprising the Virgin Islands Legislature.

{b) The Board of Elections shall place the following questions on the ballot:

"Mark One Square Only For Both Questions

1(a). Should the Legislature petition the United States Congress to amend the
Revised Organic Act to reduce the size of the Legislature?

[ ] []
YES NO
1(b). If your answer to question 1(a) is "YES", please indicate whether you
favor a reduction of senators from 15 to
[] or []
11 9.
(c) The Board of Elections shall certify and provide to the Legislature within

10 days after the General Election, the actual number of votes cast on the referendum as



set forth in subsection (b) of this Section and the number of votes cast for each choice,
whethef or not fifty percent plus one of the persons casting a ballot voted on the issue.

(d)  The number representing the reduction in the number of senators that is
chosen by a fifty percent plus one vote of the Virgin Islands electorate in the referendum

authorized under this Section shall be binding."

Amendment No. 23-466/March 1, 2000/AMP
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P
OFFERED BY SENATOR JUDY M. GOMEZ
Bill No. 23- is amended by adding an appropriately numbered section
toread:

"Section . Act No. 6226 (Bill No. 22-0135) is amended as follows:
I In Section 2, strike item 17, and insert the following item:
"( ) inthe principal amount not to exceed $1,230,000 for the

construction of a long term mental health facility next to the Eldra
Schulterbrandt facility on the eastern end of St. Thomas;"

Amendment No. 23-471/March 1, 2000/amp
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ACT NO.6344 -

BILL NO. 23-0206

N TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
) v

\Lis

OF THE UNITED STATES
Regular Session

2000

To amend At No. 6327 to provide 2 lump-sum appropriation from the Indirect Caost
Fund for salaties and operating expenses for the Division of Personnel for the fiscal year
October 1, 1699, through September 30, 2000 and for other purposes

Qe
BE IT ENACTED by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands: - . P

SECTTON 1. Act No. 6327 is hereby amended in section 1 by adding the
following new section and increasing the total fund appropriation accordingly.

4, FUND 55100 INDIRECT COST

ORG 1300 ~ DIVISION OF PERSONNEL
C/CNTR  I5113T INDCOST-DIV OF PERSONNEL
PERSONNEL SERVICES
CLASSIFIED § 42,141
UNCLASSIFIED 30,000
TOTAL PERSONNEL SERVICES ~ § 72,141
ALL OTHEF EXPENSES 20,601 .
TOTAL CENTER § 92,742 v

SECTION 2, Ne

. SECTION 3. (a) A referendum shall be held on the date of the General Election:
in the Year 2000 to enable the voters of the Virgin Islands fo decide whether the
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Day of March. A. D., 2000, :
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"(2) In section 3, sirike the words ‘ten years' and insest in lieu ° .
thereof 'thirty years'.": a

SECTION 10. ﬁﬂe—}ﬂﬁeeﬁo&%{ﬁﬁ-lﬂﬁﬂdﬁ-@&é&rﬁ—ﬁﬂeﬁded—byﬁet—
No-,—ﬁ%ﬂ&;-—ﬁe:" T --".i- % ie-amended-by—insertins-at-tho-end—thercof“and

’\icandi&&tes—tbr@bhe-&ﬁem i€

Thus pissed by the Législature of the Virgin Islands on March 2, 2000.

Witness our Hands ahd Seal of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands this 2/46

-— - - - R e L e R I N I T T NUPN LW -y - tan—-fL-—-R~



S B YT (O c”/ bgioz V’E‘é/z

; ] (//@V? 4&/) ’ Zé? =
70’ é/A/d/ / '/f?@/f ’_\é//(&é’aﬁ Ny : (/
,% 7 (@7 TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS /

Territory of the Virgin Islands
7T 4 3
) 9 = ROLL CALL / /
BN No. O/)\ 0 é Date: )’ o0

REGULAR/SPEEEAY. SESSION 20 OO
Short Title:

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

(a) Introduced and sent to Committee ON......oivvviiviiiiin e Date.. oo
(b)  Reported from Committee and SEnt 1 RUES OML............esoveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e s _
(C) Reported from Committes on Rules...... e ettt '
(d)  Recalled from Committee by Special Order.......co e
(€)  AOPHE OMl..cecvicie ettt
(f) REJECIEA DMt e e et
(g) VEt0ed Dy GOVEITIOT Ol .iiiiiciiet ittt

(h) Reconsidered by Legislature and passed or rejected
OVET GOVEITIOE'S VEED Ol ..ottt ittt e er et e e e e e e

MEMBERS YEA NAY NOT VOTING ABSENT
BENNERSON, Gregory A. /

BERRY, Lorraine L. /

BRYAN, Adelbert M. 2
n
)

cg )Donald “Ducks”

"DAVID, Roosevelt St. C. é ' 7—7‘47’ )
DONASTORG, Adlah “Foncie” é /},«:_{q. :
A )

GOLDEN, Viclet Anne é& . kfz e
GOMEZ, Judy M. ﬁ
GOODWIN, George E. C@ﬁ/ /
HANSEN, Alicia “Chucky” ;/_5
~ T )

JN. BAPTISTE, Norman : /’27#

7
JONES, David S. ~]

LIBURD, Almando “Rocky” i @Z-

PETRUS, Allie-Allison 17/

RICHARDS Vargrave A. J

Certified true and correct

/
¢ /Jéﬂw G Ot

CLERK




S

mﬁ\\@

Wit
1

% 'Q\%‘é\%\l“@ '. *

\mm%%\
AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 23-
OFFERED BY SENATOR LORRAINE L. BERRY
Bill No. 23- is amended by adding appropriately numbered sections

to read as follows:

“SECTION . Act 6297 (Bill 23-0174), section (g), is amended by adding
after the words * December 31, 1999  the following:

“or as soon thereafter as is possible. Nothing in this language shall be construed
to mean that the Internal Revenue Bureau must forgo its usual operational procedures.”

SECTION __ Act No. 6333 (Bill No. 23-0178), section 29, subsection (a), is
amended in the first sentence by deleting “January 1,” where it appears and inserting in
lieu thereof “April 1, and in the second sentence, by deleting the phrase, “within 15 days
of collection” and inserting in lieu thereof, “on a monthly basis in accordance with the
established billing and collection practices of the Virgin Islands Telephone Corporation

and other local service providers.”

EXPLANATION

The Internal Revenue Bureau must check all income tax refunds filed each year
for errors in calculations, disallowed claims for exemptions, etc. Given the short time
between the collections from the 1999 Bonds and the December 31, 1999 deadline for tax
refunds, it was physically impossible to have all refunds due issued by that date. Some
returns are still being audited by the Bureau and the persons involved are required to
present additional documentation before any refunds can be issued. In some cases, a
person may be expecting a refund, only to find that due to some error in calculations or
disallowed exemptions claimed, he or she may actually owe money to the Internal
Revenue Bureau instead. All these factors and more have resulted in delays in the need to
extend the December 31, 1999 deadline.

The second section of this amendment amends section 29(a) of Act No. 6333,
pertaining to the $1 emergency surcharge to be added to telephone bills. The amendment
is needed to afford telephone companies sufficient time to implement their mandate to



-

collect the surcharge. In addition, the amendment is calculated to facilitate compliance by
changing the schedule for remittance of surcharge payments to the Government, so as be
compatible with the companies’ established collection and billing practices.

Amendment No. 23-469a/ March 2, 2000/ SA



ﬂ ; : i ‘ / 1) 7 /,
R L [N A
W P Gorrerdopint LU At A
| /' * /Uut
\ Lz f) T e TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS ’
= 7 ’) [ Territory of the Virgin Islands /
e n REGULAR/SPECTAL SESSION 200 J / 4w¥V
o = ; ROLL CALL = / 2
/ —
Bill NO. ,’_%\ C/d é} IQ-JC') é Date‘ ( // 9’/ 0 4/: fU
J
Short Title:
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
(a) Introduced and sent to Committee on...............ccoecuveeinvennnniin, [ate s S
(D)€ Reporied from Commttes and Sent tBUIEE 01k eeis,siisssnt i someedetes s et o o s F
[E Vi Repored fionmieominice anRulesso sl sl an T e i ol e < el Y (_/,
() ‘Reecalled HOm COmmmities By SPECIAl Ormet: . .or: .. srbisnetes vvrssmss imsmssn e oot s ot e & /(-f’ il

(e) Adopted om e e e e )
[k E eeted ont st i it S e e T e e S L O T /’7 C)r l K,)
(e elned by Goveinrons s i L L LT e e R L e AL 2

(h) Reconsidered by Legislature and passed or rejected

OVER GOVeMORSIVEtoIon el st i esl e e i elor o s, Il s e MR i s HES e e o )
MEMBERS YEA NAY NOT VOTING ABSENT
BENNERSON, Gregory A. /
BERRY, Lorraine L. /
BRYAN, Adelbert M. )
A

C~"E, Donald “Ducks”

DONASTORG, Adlah “Foncie”

o
| DAVID, Roosevelt St. C. / @,,l
[ =

GOLDEN, Violet Anne \J—"’
GOMEZ, Judy M. ; é

: > 9
GOODWIN, George E. C‘ZX /
HANSEN, Alicia “Chucky” §7

JN. BAPTISTE, Norman

JONES, David S.

LIBURD, Almando “Rocky” f
PETRUS, Allie-Allison C/

RICHARDS Vargrave A.

/0

Certified true and correct

// / 2

\

(\.\
N
5
(6
N\
<C‘

P
C!( ] &g O /.\/.)‘

f' CLERK




SRR
\—

9

% %\\QQ’ % R \R\SQ’\ . .
x o

h

AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 23-
OFFERED BY SENATOR ALLIE ALISON PETRUS

Bill No. 23- _ is amended by adding a new appropriately numbered
Section to read as follows:

“SECTION __ . Act No. 6289 (Bill No. 23-0059), section 3,
subsection (b), is amended by adding a proviso clause at the end

thereof to read;
‘However, vacancies for teachers, physicians, nurses, policemen,
firemen, and vacancies that are required to be filled by federal law shall

be exempt from the provisions of this section.’ ”

Amendment No. 23-442/February 24, 2000/ CEK
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AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 23-
OFFERED BY SENATOR VIOLET ANNE GOLDEN
Bill No. 23- is amended by adding appropriately numbered sections to
read:

"SECTION ___ . Act No. 5224 (December 8, 1986), §8 is repealed in its entirety.
SECTION . Title 29, §704(b)(2), Virgin Islands Code is amended as follows:
1. In the third sentence, after 'shall be three (3) years', add the following:

', Provided, That, each appointive member shall serve until the appointment and

confirmation of his successor' ."

AMENDMENT EXPLANATION

Section 8 of Act 5224 limits the Governor's appointment powers to the
Industrial Development Commission until the Commission reaches 2 - 4 members: the
Commissioner of Tourism, the Director of the Virgin islands Bureau of Internal Revenue,
and 2 or fewer appointive members. Only then can the Governor appoint new members.
Section 8 also reduces the quorum from 4 members to % of the members holding office at
the time, plus one. This could result in a quorum of only 2 members. This Amendment
repeals §8 of Act No. 5224, thus returning to the prior law requiring seven members,
including 5 appointive members, and a quorum of 4, with not more than 3 members from
the same district. Also, the Amendment allows an appointive member, when his term

expires, to serve until his successor is appointed and confurmed.

Amendment No. 23-481/March 2, 2000/AMP
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AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 23-
OFFERED BY SENATOR ADELBERT “BERT” BRYAN

Bill No. 23- _ is amended by adding an appropriately numbered Section to read
as follows:

SECTION __ . Title 18, Section 232, Virgin Islands Code, as added by Act No.
6239, Section 3, item 9, 1s amended by inserting at the end thereof *“and candidates for

public office.” S

Amendment #23-476 / March 1, 2000 / CEK:vs
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To:

All Members of the Twenty-Third Legislature

Elections Reform Fact Sheet

1.

10.

During 1997 the Joint Boards of Elections wrote the members of the Twenty-Second
Legislature documenting our intent and efforts to submit a comprehensive proposal
for reforming Title 18 of the Virgin Islands Code.

In May of 1997 we again wrote the Legislature requesting their patience and
consideration for allowing the Joint Boards of Election to conduct public hearings on
our proposals.

During May of 1997 we conducted public hearings on the islands of St. John, St.
Thomas and St. Croix respectively.

During these hearings we receive the support and endorsements of all political
parties, the League of Women Voters and other organizations and individuals for our
proposal of having all Political Parties in the Virgin Islands conduct their own party
primaries to elect party and public representatives for their respective parties.

The members of the Joint Boards submitted to then Senate President Berry and all
members of the Twenty-Second Legislature our Election Reform Proposals, along
with copies of the transcripts for all hearings held by the Joint Boards.

For approximately one year the Joint Boards awaited the consideration of our
proposals by the Legislative body.

On June 26, 1998 the Legislature passed some of the items in our proposals, in a bill
to approve the health insurance agreement between the Government of the Virgin
Islands and Aetna Life Insurance Company (Act. No. 6239)

Subsequently on July 16, 1998 the Legislature passed the other portions of our
Election Reform proposal and also corrected some of the inaccurate measures passed
in Act No. 6239. (Act No. 6246)

Following these actions of the Legislature the Elections System began the
implementation of the applicable changes and lauded the members of the Twenty-
Second Legislature for these long awaited changes.

Since these changes were made the members of the Elections System began
preparing and educating the general public of the upcoming changes in the 2000
elections.



Elections Reform Fact Sheet

Page 2.

11.  InJanuary of 2000 we began the process of adopting rules and regulations for
political parties to conduct their respective party primaries.

12.  During this process we discovered that the changes recommended in Section 232 of
Title 18 in the Virgin Islands Code was not appropriately adopted in Act No. 6239.

13. Specifically, the language “and candidates for public office”, was not included in the
amendments to the law. -

14. This inadvertent act is presently in contrast with other sections of the Elections laws

and poses a threat for confusing the Elections System and political parties in the
implementation of primaries by political parties.

We are therefore requesting that corrective action be taken to rectify this problem. It is still
our position, and that of political parties and organizations, that it is more economically
feasible for these activities to be conducted by these organizations.

Respectfully,

Raymond “Usie” Richards, Chairman .
Virgin Islands Joint Boards of Elections
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Amendment to Bill No. 23-

Offered by Adelbert M. Bryan

Bill No. 23- _ is amended by adding an appropriately numbered section to read
as follows:
“SECTION __ . The Govemor of the Virgin Islands is hereby authorized to accept for

dedication to the public use the road located at Plot No. 23 Stoney Ground on St. Croix,

as reflected on PWD Drawing No. 4081, dated January 4, 1982.”

Amendment No. 23-153/February 26, 2000/Drafted by YLT
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AMENDMENT TO BILL NO. 23-

OFFERED BY SENATOR VARGRAVE RICHARDS

Bill No. 23- is amended by adding an appropriately numbered section
to read as follows:

"SECTION 1. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the Board of Trustees of the
Government Employees’ Retirement System, as established under Title 3, Chapter 27,
Virgin Islands Code, shall purchase Parcels No. 5 and 6, Remainder of Parcel No. 3,
Estate Orange Grove, Company Quarter, St. Croix, Virgin Islands consisting of
approximately 2.971 U.S. acres, which presently houses the Casino Control Commission
and the Government Employees’ Retirement System’s St. Croix offices. In purchasing
the property, the Board shall, if it has not done so already, adopt substantially similar
procedures for the acquisition of property by the Government of the Virgin as provided
under Title 31, Section 231a, Virgin Islands Code.

(b) Title 3, Chapter 27, Virgin Islands Code, is amended by adding a new Section
735 to read as follows:

“Section 735. Tax exemptions of the System; protection from judicial process

(a) All property, including funds of the System, shall be exempt from levy and
sale by virtue of execution, and no execution or other judicial process shall issue against
the same nor shall any judgment against the System be charge or lien upon 1ts property.
However, this subsection shall not apply.'{o or limit the right of bond holders or mortgage
holders or other lending institutions to pursue any remedy for the enforcement of any
pledge or lien given by the System on its fees, revenues, or other income or any other

funds.



2

(b} In that the purpose for which the System is created and cxercises its powers

for public purposes, the property of the System, its income, and its activities, shall be
exempt from all taxes, and special assessments of the Government of the Virgin Islands

or any political subdivisions thereof.”

Amendment No. 23-464/ March 1, 2000/ SA



Miyz. Corine D. King
Chairperson

Mz, Leons E. Siith
Vice Chairperson

Mr. Vincent G. Liger
Member

M. Fraocisco Stapleton
Member

Mr, Laurence E. Bryan
Administrator

GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEES'
RETIREMENT

SYSTEM
GERS COMPLEX-3rd Floor
48B8-50C Kronprindsens Gade
ST. THOMAS, V.1, doBoz2
(340) 776-7703
FAX: (340) 776-4459

#3005 ORANGE GROVE
LOT S
C'STED, ST. GROIX V.I.
o 00820-4313
) (340) 773-5330
FAX: (390) T73-54387

L¥ AP IPAT RS N JELoC

MEMBER, NASRA
MEMBER, IFEBP

EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM

August 25, 1999

The Honorable Vargrave Richards

Senate President

Twenty-third Legisiature of the Virgin Islands
Lagoon Street Complex

Frederiksted, St. Croix, VI 00840

FAX: (340)773-4748
(340) 693-3642

RE: Proposed Legislation
Dear Senator Richards:

I have been directed by Corine D. King, Chairperson, Government
Employees’ Retirement System Board of Trustees, to seek your support and
sponsorship of the enclosed proposed legislation. As per your earlier telephone
conversation with Attormey Nibbs, [ am pleased with your willing eagemess to
sponsor the foregoing legislation on behalf of the System.

The System has recently obtained an Option to purchase Parcels No. 5 and
6 Estate Orange Grove, Company Quarter, St. Croix, To conclude the purchase of
this real estate transaction, statutory authorization is requircd. Time is of the
essenice in this matter. After forty (40) ycars, the System is pleased to have found
such a suitable site to make a permanent home for our St. Croix Office.

‘The Board of Trustees has a strong interest in makiny this local investment
on the Island of St. Croix. This investment is signiticant for a number of reasons.
Firstly, it will provide a permanent home for the GERS. and has great potential to
be a substantial revenue producer for the System, Sccondly, it will add equity in
terms of our real estate holdings; and finally. it will enable the System to realize
savings on the amount of recurrent rental expenscs,

Scction 2 of the proposed bill will provide tax exemption status for the
System and will provide protection to the System {rom the judicial process of the
System’s assets and property from levy and sale by virtue of execution from the

UUuUUuUUuUUlY R 4711
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‘The Honorable Varprave Richards, Senate President
RE: Proposed Legislation

August 25, 1959

Page 2

Judicial process. In essence, Section 2 places GERS on par with all other government
mstrumentalitics.
Your willingness to shepherd {hese provisions through the Iegislative process to become -

law speaks volumes for your position in protecting the interest of the Government Employees
Retirement System and insuring its fiture viability into the next Millenniur.,

On behalf of the Chairperson and the Board of Trustees, I would like to thank you for
your keen interest and spirit in assisting the System.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurence E. Bryan
Administrafcor
Enclosure
LEB/AEN/Ig

pc: Corine D. King, Chairpetson
Board of Trustees



Mrs, Corine D, King
Clairperson

Ms. Leonas E. Smith
Vice Chairperson

Mr, Vincent G. Liger
Mcember

Mr. Franciveo Stapleton
Member

Mr. Laurence E. Bryan
Administrator
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FAX: (340) 776-4499
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G'STED, ST. CROIX V.L
008204313
(340) 773-5480
FAX: (340) 773-5497
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) MEMBER, NASRA
MEMBER, IFEQP

EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT SYSTEM

January 20, 2000

Honorable Vargrave Richards

Senate President

Twenty-third Legislature of the Virgin Islands
Lagoon Street Complex

Frederiksted, St. Croix, VI 00840

RE: FAX: (340) 773-4748 |
(340) 6Y3-3642
RE: Proposcd Legislation

Dear Senator Richards:

On August 25, 1999, 1 forwarded the attached correspondence to your
attention advising you of the need for statutory authorization to purchase Parcels
No. 5 and 6 Estate Orange Grove, Company Quarter, St. Croix. Since that time [
havc been advised by Attorney Nibbs that you had indicated that the proposed
draft legislation was submitled to the Legislature’s General Counsel for review
and would be forwarded (o the appropriale committee or perhaps special ordered
to the floor for immediate action.

Once again I am writing to reques{ some special consideration of this
matter. Today I am enclosing a copy of the Option Agreement. Kindly note, the
Option was for a period of One Hundred Eighty (180) days from the date of
execution. As of today, One Hundred Forty-eight (148) days have lapsed.
Timc is of the esscnce in this matter. The GERS is rapidly approaching the

cxpiration datc for Option.

The GERS has completed all the required preparatory due diligence work
on the proposed purchase. We have acquired a comprehensive MAT Appraisal
and land survey of the premises. The Board is prepared to go forward on the final
consideration at the February 8" Board Meeting. By that date, 2 total of One
Hundred Sixty-seven (167) days would have expired on (he Option leaving
thirteen (13) days before thc GERS legally breaches the Contract. We have made

Uuuuulu000; ¥ 2/11
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Honorable Vargrave Rivhards, Scnate President
RE: Proposed Legisletion

Tanuery 20, 2000

Page 2

a significant investment in this transaction thus far and would like to sce this matter on to closure
because it represents a substantial investment on the island of St. Croix as il will provide a
permanent home fot the GERS on that island, and has the potential to be a substantial revenue

producer for the System.

Y our cooperation is orce more urged to render any and all assistance in this matter that
you are able to provide in an effort to avert a breach of the Option Agreement.

Should you have any questions concerning this correspondence, please feel free to contact
e immediately.

Respectfully submitted,

. 1
urencc E. Bryan

Administrator

Enclosures
AEN/hIg

pc:  GERS Board of Trustecs
Fast Foto, Inc.
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OPTION AGREEMENT TO PURCHASE REAL ESTATE

3

OPTION granted this A5 day of August 1999, by Fast Foto, Inc., of No. 1-DA Estate

~ Diamond, P.O. Box 2525, Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 00822 (hereinafier referred to

as "the Optionor”) o Government of the Virgin Islands Employees” Retirement System of 48B-
50C Kronprindsens Gade, GERS Complex, Third Floor, St. Thomas; Virgin Islands 00802
(hereinafter referred to as “the Optionce”)-

1. Grant of Option. The Optionor, in consideration of the sum of One Thousand
($1,000.00) Dollars paid by the Optionee; the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hercby
grants fo the Optionec the exclusive right at tlvis Option, for and during the period of 180 days
from the date hereof, to purchase the herein described real property, together with all buildings
and improvements thereon and everything appurtenant thereto situated on St. Croix, Virgin
Islands, which are particularly described as follows:

(1) PlotNo. 5 of the Remainder Parcel 3
Estatc Orange Grove, Company Quarter,

St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands,

consisting of 1,801 U.S. acres, more or

less, as more fitlly shown on PWD No. 1239
dated July 6, 1962.

(2)  Plot No. 6 of Subdivision of Rem. Pcl.No.3, . -
Mir. No. 3C Estate Orange Grove, Company Quarter,
consisting of 1.17 US acres, mote or less, as more
fully shown on PWD No. 991 dated 12/1/60.

2. Exercise of Option. In case the Optionee shall elect to purchase the said
property, it shall signify such election by written notice thereof, served upon the Optionor within

the time above limited: and thereafter, the Optionor shall deliver to the Optionee a Contract of

Sale of Real Property, within thirty (30) days from the service of such notice, and the
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Optionee shall have 30 days after the delivery of such Contract to examine the contract and to
exceute the sarme.
Written notice of the election to exercise the option may be given to the Optionor by
mailing the same in a certified, prepaid, sealed envelope addressec‘i to the Optionor:
Fast Foto, Inc. | |
c/o Harbhajan Singh Kainth, President,
P.O. Box 2525,
Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands 00822;
and in the event said notice is given by such mailing, the time of the deposit of _the same in such
prepaid, certified, sealed.envelopeina deposftory for the reccipt of the United States Mail, shall
not onl;_',' constitute sufficient notice to the Optionor of such action, but the time of such notice of
acceptapnce shall be in such case the time of delivery of ﬁéisme in a United States Post Office as
aforesaid. |
As a credif to the purchase price, if the Optionee exercises the within option, there shall
be deducted One Tho@md ($1,000.00) Dollars the option price herewith receipted.
3. Right to- Inspect. The Qptionor gives to thc- Optionee, and its duly authorized
representatives, agénts and employees, the right during the option period and af any and all times
after excrcise of the election to purchase herein provided for, to enter in and upon the land and
buildings covered by this Opfion, to -insinect the same and to make such surveys, measurcments,
and appraisals thercof as shall be deemed necessary-

4, Restriction on Salc to Others. The Optionor agrees not to sell or offer for

sale the above-described land and buildings during the life of this Option or any rencwal thereof.
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5. Conveyance. -Upon the giving of written notipc of election to purchase,
Op;tionbr shall promptly e:xccute, acknowledge, and deliver to the Optionee a good and sufficient
warranty deed conveying a fec simple title to said land, buiidings, and improvements thereof and
everything appurtenant thereto, free and clear of all liens, encumbr;u;cesand ofhcr defectsin tiﬂc.
The title to the land shall be exclusively subject to api)roval by the Optionee, and all the costs
and expenses of curing any defect or defects in the title shall be borne by the Optionor; and such
costs and expenses, together with all moneys required for the satisfaction of taxes, liens or
encambrances may be reserved from the purchase price and applied directly to the curing of such
defects, if any, and to the satisfaction and release of such taxes, liens, and e;rmumbrances. All
taxes for the year 1992 ghall be paid by the Optionor up to the datc title 1s vcstca m the Optionee.

6. Irmperfect Title. If title is merchantable, Optionee shall pay for Cerlificats of
Title. Iftitle is found imperfect and seller cannot perfect and Optionor cammot perfect title within
ninety (90) days after date fixed for closing, any eamest moncy deposited shall be returned to the
Optionee; and Optionor shall pay to Optionec other costs including title processing charges.

7. Destruction of Premises.  If, after Sale Contract is executed, the premises be - )
destroyed or damaged for fire, windstorm, acts of God, or otherwise, Optionor shall restore same
within sixty (60) days, if possible, and the sale closing date shatl be extended accordingly, but
otherwise Optionee shall have option ef canceling or enforcing Contract; if enforced, Optionce

chiall be entitled to insurance: if canceled, carnest deposit shall be retumed to Optionee. Optionor

" shall assume risk of such destruction or damage and shall have the obligation to obtain consent

of insurance companics to Sale Contract.
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8. Mechanfcs’ Liens.  If improvements or additions have been completed within

six (6 month prior to sale closing date, Opﬁonor shall furnish reasonable security against
mechanics liens or satisfactory evidence of payment of bills_‘

9, Broker’s Commission. Optionee covenants, ;Wz.irrants, axid fe:pmsents that
there was no broker instrumental in consummating ﬂns Option, and that no broker will be
utilized with regard to the Contract of Sale, and that no cor_wcrsaﬁons or prior negotiations were
had with any individuals or broker concerning the sale of the property. Optionee agrees to hold

Optionor harmless against any claims for brokerage commissions arising out of any conversation

~

QJGJ\}\ or negoliations had by Optionee with any broker.

10.  Failure to Exercise Option. If the Optionee should fail to exercige this
Option'within the period provided therefor, or if after the exercise of this dpfion, the Optionee
shall reject the title to said Jand and buildings as defective, then this agreement shall be void and
of no further force or effect.

11.  Assignment. This Contract may be assigned only with the written consent
of all parties hereto. In the event of such assignment, the assignee shall be substituted for, and
shall have all rights, powers, privileges, and duties of the Optionee hereunder. A copy of the
instrament used in making such assignment shall be furnished to the Optionor.

12.  Emtire Contract.  This Agreement shall constitute the entire contract between

thie Optionor and the Optionee, and no modification hereof shall be binding unlcss approved in

writing.
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13.  Successors Bound. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the
bénefit of each of the pariies hereto and their respective assipns and successors.
14.  Agreement Made in the Virgin Islands. The laws of the U.S. Virgin Islands

shall gavern the validity, performance, and enforcement of this Option Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties herein have hereunto set their hands and seals on

the day and year first above written.

Ay

WITNESSES: OPTIONOR:
MMX%:T Lo, FAST FOTO, INC.
Fbm%@@) BY~al) ,'

—r

Prcsident\

!

ATTEST: -O\\ﬁ/'\

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

"
On this_ZS_day of M@Tbefem me, the undersigned officer, did personally
appear Harbhajan Singh KAinth, as President of Fast Foto, Inc., to me well known, and known to
be the individual described herein, and who executed th oing instrument in fice
without force or duress.

~

My Commission expites on:

r
Gesuld 1. Grorer ) o

Publick: LNP-12=
Notary  mission oxpires: 1713403

gg Crolx, U.S. Virgin istands
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SSES OPTIONEE:

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT SYSTEM

BY:
Corine D, King
Chairpergon

mﬂvf 3 AZ

Laurence E. Bryan
A Secretary

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

On this _@f’day of %{M 1999, before me, the undersigned officer, did

personally appear Corine D. King a¢/Chairperson, Government of the Virgin Islands Employees’
- Retirement Systcm, to me well known, and known to be the duly authorized individual
\_) represcntative of the GERS, and who exccuted the foregoing instrument in my presence without

force or duress. /(0 : if éig{ 'éf

Xatany Public

My Commission expires on:

NOTARY PUBLIC
Dorothy B. Smith
At the Pleasure of the
Lieutenant Gavernor of Tha
US Virgin Islanda:
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o] ,/ ALY TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS &
(/ ‘ : Territory of the Virgin Islands 5 ) / ,

s REGULAR/SPECTAT. SESSION 20 &’ & ﬂ 7]

2 e ROLL CALL ‘ _//
BAEND, /7?';) C"’/ﬁ 6 Date: t%’ﬁ d

Short Title:

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

(a) Introduced and sent to Committee on..............cceuvvvunvevineennnn...,

(b) Reported from Committee and sent to Rules on

(e L R portelt O T O e DRSS o st e L e e 4
(d) Recalled from Committee by Special Order / iy
(elsladuntetion. . o e T i e R : : ‘ iy
O e i il <R e i S e e S R

e 0 e S 1 R S I oo IS e

(h) Reconsidered by Legislature and passed or rejected
oVCREOVErNOm sV etolant e b s e i e el e e e M e

MEMBERS YEA NAY NOT VOTING ABSENT
BENNERSON, Gregory A.

BERRY, Lorraine L.

BRYAN, Adelbert M.

C7 .E, Donald “Ducks”

| DAVID, Roosevelt St. C. 7

DONASTORG, Adlah “Foncie” /’

GOLDEN, Violet Anne I L/ i

GOMEZ, Judy M. v

GOODWIN, George E. Q

HANSEN, Alicia “Chucky” 3

JN. BAPTISTE, Norman ==

JONES, David S.

LIBURD, Almando “Rocky”

PETRUS, Allie-Allison

RICHARDS Vargrave A.

Certified true and correct

't A/
7&/@%&; (7

CLERK
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AMENDMENT TO BILL NO.

j | OFFERED BY SENATOR ALMANDO "ROCKY" LIBURD

Bill No. 23- 1s amended by adding an appropriately numbered section to

read as follows:

"SECTION _ . Act No. 5999 (July 22, 1994), §12, § (2), is amended to read as

follows:

" (2) In Section 3, in the first undesignated sentence, strike the words ‘ten years'

and insert in licu thereof 'thirty years'."

AMENDMENT EXPLANATION

This amendment clarifies a technical error in Act. No. 5999, § 12. Act
- 5999, §12, 9 2 amended Act No. 5168 (June 11, 1986), §3 concerning the

franchise granted to Transportation Services of St. John and Varlack Ventures,
Inc. Act No. 5168, §3 granted a ten year franchise. In addition, pursuant to Act
No. 5168, §3, subsection (b), the franchise did not prohibit the transport for a fee
of not more than ten passengers by other companies. Act No. 5999, § 12, 92,
simply struck "ten", and inserted "thirty" which increased the franchise to thirty
years and the passenger limitation from ten to thirty. This amendment makes it
clear that the Legislature intended to increase ONLY the franchise to thirty years,

NOT the passenger limitation.

Amendment No. 23-451/February 28, 2000/AMP
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(b)  Reported from Committee and sent to Rules on
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(h) Reconsidered by Legislature and passed or rejected
OVEL GOVErnOTISAVIeL0 O s e i ot oo oo b ona L B D o

MEMBERS YEA NAY NOT VOTING ABSENT

BENNERSON, Gregory A.

BERRY, Lorraine L.

BRYAN, Adelbert M.
C~ 7K, Donald “Ducks”
8 / A gl oy
DAVID, Roosevelt St. C. / }%/'
f / ya ¢t )
DONASTORG, Adlah “Foncie” / / f/) é/ w 4 P %
/
GOLDEN, Violet Anne V [ //

GOMEZ, Judy M.

GOODWIN, George E. \ /Q (1 ; > §(
/ / —/'//&é"
/
HANSEN, Alicia “Chucky” M [

JN. BAPTISTE, Norman

JONES, David S.

LIBURD, Almando “Rocky”

PETRUS, Allie-Allison

RICHARDS Vargrave A.

Certified true and correct
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BENNERSON, Gregory A.
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_DAVID, Roosevelt St. C. ;’2
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