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~ APPENDIX B ﬁv;rf
L'ESPERANCE HISTORIC DISTRICT

DESCRIPTION

L'Esperance plantation is located on the high ridge land of St. John 1/4 mile
south of Centerline Road on the east border of Cruz Bay Quarter. It was a
choice site for agricultural purposes for its soil conditions, permanent spring
and relatively high precipitation. As a plantation site, it is a small compact
unit with fairly large buildings, that include two horsemills, a factory, a
free standing cistern, a storage building, a great house, a cook house, a ser-
vice building, a cemetery, a stone bridge as well as retaining walls, stair-
cases and stone fencing.

It was developed early in the 18th century and has retained features of design
and construction in its standing remains of interest for their age and for
their variance from the generally accepted layout of plantation sites. The
tight grouping of the different units that comprise L'Esperance centered a-
round the Great House is exceptional and predates the pattern that characterizes
the normal layout. Architecturally it is notable for, the high quality of work-
manship observable in the Great House and Service buildings masonry as well

as the use of volcanic sandstone as a building material. This exotic material
to the Virgin Islands was probably imported from the Leeward Islands. The
masonry remains of the Great House, the south Horsemill and the Service Buil-
ding are in a fair state of preservation. All other structures are badly de-
teriorated.

L'Esperance produced sugar in the early 1830's but in the 1840ties discontinued
cultivation of cane.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

L'Esperance Historic District is significant for its unusual layout as a sugar
plantation and for its association with Governor Eric Bredal, who in the 1720ties
owned the plantation and who in 1719 affected the Danish colonization of St. John
in the face of British oposition.

Latitude Longitude
Acreage 6% acres 18° 20' 32 640 45' 32"

There is no UTM references on any published maps of the U.S. Virgin Islands.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

L'Esperance Historic District is bounded to the West by the trail that from
Centerline Road leads to Sieben plantation starting at a point on the trail 250
feet northwest of the storm bridge across Fish Bay Gut and ending 450 feet due
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south of the same bridge, then in an easterly direction for 300 feet across the
gut to the bed of the intermittent stream on the east side of the site then
following the stream bed in an north and easterly direction for about 700 feet
to a point about 225 feet northeast of the oxpound and then westerly to the
starting point on the Centerline-Sieben trail. The boundaries include all parts
of the historic resource and enclose a natural topographical area between the

two streambeds to the west and east of the district.
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Append_lx B; H:Lstorlc District
CLASSIFIED ",'LRUC'lURE I‘IELD I\VI NTORY REPORT

" T . " NI'S ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast PARK/AREA NANE Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360 i
STRUCTURE NAM:. New Hors emlll L! Espera“ce Plantat1on STRUCTURE NO. H-5.1
ORDER OF SICNIFICAINCE National [ | ‘State [ | - Local [ X]

LOCATION OF STRUCTURELN the L Esperance trail to Mlollendal, % m(;‘le south of

enterline Raad

UTM REFE T‘NCE. ! CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
. A L_ {____3 ! : l ’ LI___’__I__} ! j part of a complex or district:.

Zone . Eas ting Borthing : acres,

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Circular raised earthfill platform retained
by rubble masonry walls,
Physical Description: The circular horsemill has a diameter of 65'. It is located
on the south and downhill side of the site. Approached from {iie north at orade
level, the horsemill platform is supported and defined by retainins walls ¢ that. on
-the qouth side reached heights of 20'. These walls have partially failed towards
the south and west, but are still in evidence. Fragements of the fourdations of

the grinding mechanism are still apparent,

.

.L'Esperance Plantation was brought under cultivation earlv and was a well-

developed sugar plantation by the 1780s. As a Rlantation site. it is 2 synall corm.
pact unit with failv large building remains, .The new horsemill probably dates

from the early 19th century

Latitude 18920733 Longitude 649457327

(continue on reverse if necessary)

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent | | Good] Fair | |} Deteriorated| [

Ruins D Unaltered ! ol | Altered 1 Original Site !X ! Hoved
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Appendix Bj; ‘Historic District

CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

- it : s NDS ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360

y " , l.. i : - .
( % STRUCTURE NAMb,'h-gld Horse Mill, L'Esperance Plantation

STRUCTURE NO. H-5,2
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ | State || - Local [xi

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE: o 1'Es erancé trail to Mollendal % mile south Centerliner
P

: UTM REFERENCE: _ CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
. L; ' L_L_]____! 0 ’ l__!_!___]__ . 3 part of a complex or district:.
. Zone . K a:w®g & 1 ng ez thing : acres.,

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: _Roughly circular level area derived by
digging into hillside and filling in- downhill area.
Physical Description: The earlier horse mill of the plantation is located to the
north of the site and is a platiorm witn a diameter of 507, dug into the uphill
north side and towards the southwest, defined by a retaining wall., Now part of

_the access raad to the newer horsemill and the Great House, The old horsemill

—can be-assumed to date from the 18th centnry and the earlier perind of sﬁggr
cans cultivation of L'Esperance Plantation,

Latitude 18°20'23" Longitude 64°45'32"

(continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent I

Good Fair || Detcrioratedl ™
Ruins D Unaltered !X . Altered Original Site { Xl toved
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Appendix B, Historic District : :

: - CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

e L e NDPS ORGANIZATION
PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360 3

REGION Southeast

' e g
STRUCTURE NAME Factory, L'Esperance Plantation STRUCTURE NO, H-5, 3
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ ] state [} Local X |

~

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:QOn L'Esperance trail to Mollendal imile south of Centerline F

UTM, REFERENCE: CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
A LQ_I L_J_]___, ] ] ! L_]___’___i___ Vil part 'of a complex or district;..
t.d.n.g .

. Zone . a Nex t.h ing acres.

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Rubble Msonry rectangular in plan

Physical Description: _The remains of a rectangular masonry structure 60'x25"'
oriented east-west. FExcept for the west end of the structure, the walls have topolec
entirely and provide only meager illustration of the former function of the building.

* 1t does not have the characteristic ''"T" shaped plan of the conventional sugfr factory

of the late 18th centurv and earlv 19th centurv and can be-presumed to be the re-
mains of 18th century construction. :

Latitude 18920'23" Longitude 64%44'32'"

TR

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent _] Goodj Fair | ‘, Detcriorated) J
Ruins Unaltered IX ] Altered Original Site | X | tioved
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Appendix B, Historic District : ‘
3 : CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

, ' : . NP'S ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast PARK/AREA NAME_Virgin Islands Nat'l Park GODE NO. S38n

STRUCTURE NAME Free-standing Cistern, L'Esperance Planta- STRUCTURE N0, H-5, 4
; ? on ! e

L -
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ | State [ ]  Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE: On L'Esperance trail to Mollandal 1mile south of Centerline I

UTM REFERENCE: ; CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
A l__; L_l__]_! 1 l L!___I___]__! 1.1 , part of a complex or district:..

Zone . Eeas £t in g Norxthing : acres.

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Plastered rubble masonry rectangular in

: Plan and one storvy high.
Physical Description: The free-standing cistern is a small masonry structure
immediately west of the factorv measurine 16'x8', It is divided into two e¢qual :
sections - a small storage area and a cistern. The walls stand to their full height.

*L'Esperance Plantation was brought under cultivation ecarlv in the 18th century and

was well developed sugar plantation by 1780, Inadequate rescarch prevents accurate
dating of existing remains of its buildines, They probably rance through the late
18th century and the early 19th century.

Latitude 18.20'23" Longitude 647347327

(continue on reverse if necessarv)

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent | | Good| | Fair || Deteriorated)
Ruins ~ Unaltered lX ‘ Altered Original Site Hoved

- %
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Appendlx B Hlstorlc District : ;
CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

L : : . NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION__ Southeast PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360

( " STRUCTURE Nmﬁ’ S'coracre Building L'Esperance Plantation STRUCTURE NO, H-5,5

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE  National [ ] state [ ] Local

PO A S R SRt — St S e VR s a5 i

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE'O.l L b

rail to Mollendal fmile south of Centerline I

UIM REFE ‘TCE' ] CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
A L_ j__ b , Ll_! g L ] part of a complex or district:
. Lone.Eastlng Nair th i g acres.

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Plastered rubble masonry one story
rectangular in plan.

Physical Description: A one-story masonry structure 12'x25' immediately west of

the cistern with doors in both gable ends and two window openings in each long

wall,

“Assumed to be a storage building because of its proximity to the free-standing
cistern and the factory building. It.lacks identifying fecatures and may have served
several purposes, i i

Latitude 18920'23'" Iongitude 64945'32"

(continue on reverse .if necessary)

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent | | Good Fair {__| Deteriorated| |
Rulns - Unaltered IX | Altered Original Site | \! loved ] [
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Appendix B, Historic District - 2
: : CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

: : : ool NIS ORGANIZATION
REGION Southeast PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park' CODE NO, 5360
R B SN g ' H-5, 6
STRUCTURE NAME Gresit House, L'Esperance Plantation STRUCTURE NO. ’
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ ] - state [X] - “zoeal | 1

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:On L.'Esperance trail to Mollendal 3mille S0ULL UL L TULE 110 &

UTM. REFERENCE: CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
e B ‘ {_1_}___! i ] ,L]___g__'i_] e ! part of a complex or district:

Zone . AT Ed nie Noexrthing acres,

STRUCTURE; Type of, and composition: Rubble and cut stone one-story masonry base
former wood building rectangular in plan.
Physical Description: The Great House ruin is the best preserved of all structures
of the L'Esperance Plantation site. It is located 30' west of the new horsemille and
45' north and uphill of the factory. The considerable grade difference between the
site of the latter and the Great House is regulated by a narrow terrace.fronting the
* Great House, supported on a fragmented retaining wall and a steep bank., The house
had a masonry ground floor measuring 46'x34' that supported a wood superstructure
The ground floor walls stand to their full height. The north and part of the west
wall act as retaining wall for the level area that fronted the vard side of the Great
.House. The walls.are rubble masonry with cut and dressed stone around cpenings
and at corners and with articulated guoins on the free-standing exterior faces. In
plan it is divided into an enclosed room 20' wide that runs the full length of the
building and a 127 wide, partially open gallery on the south and factory side of the
building. The east wall of the structure continues as a retaining wall for the ter-
race to the north and masonry steps along the west wall of the building lead up to
this terrace level. The stonework is handsomely finished and the exccution very
workmanlike., Fxcept for traces of beams and plates nothing remains of the woaod
superstructure. Probable dates of construction is late 18th century. :

Latitude 18°20'23" Longitude 64451321 (continue on reverse if necessary)
PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent l Good Fair l l Deteriorated|
Ruins E] ~Unaltered E Altered Original Site MHoved
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Appendlx B Hls‘borlc District 4
_ CLASSIFIED STRUCTURE TFIELD INVENTORY REPORT

p W o NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION__Southeast PARK/AREA NAME Vlrgln Islands Nat'l Park CODE NO. 5360 g
STRUCTURE NAME;:Qoi%House L'Esperance Plantation STRUCTURE NO. H-5.7
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ | _State s ’1_,9ca1 |1

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:Oﬂ I.'Esperance trail to ’\ﬁollpndal lmile south of Centerline

UTM REF NCE- CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
i ]___1 ] ’ {__g_l ___1 ] part of a complex or district:. -

Zone.Eastlng b 6 T o ing acres.

2 cri ey e m e e Jsem WSV MWB AW

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Rubble and brick masonry one story building °

rectangular in plan. :
Physical Description:_The cookhouse is located north and slightly west of the

Great House at a distance of approximately 25 feet on the lev 2 ;
rubble masonry and brick walls stand from 4' to 6' out of the ground. The building

measures 22'x16' and has the unusual feature of two masonry cooking ranges

* apainst the interior short walls of the structure, with a brick Dutch oven inj the
southwest interior corner, contemporary with the Great House and probably of a
late 18th century date. :

Latitude 18Y20'23"" Longitude 64944'32"

(continue on reverse if necessary)

PRESENT CONDITION:  Excellent | | Good] Fair || Deteriorated| |
Ruins - Unaltered ! _S“‘ Altered Original Site [ ] ioved
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Append_lx By Hlstorlc District :
CLASSITIED SLRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT

NI'S ORGANIZATION

e -

PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360

REGION Southeast
(w STRUCTURE NAME Se#vice Bullcung, L'ESperance Planta’uon STRUCTURE NO, H-5,8

 State E . I;ocal

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ |

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:O"l L'Esperance trail to \iollvndal imile south of Centerline R
CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not

UTM RE NCE:
—JRE L_L__L__, Ll__l part 'of a complex or district:- .
: acres,

morthlng

Sl 2 R

Zoue. Eaes E.ing

and composition: Rubble and brick masonry one story bulldmg

STRUCTURE: Type of,
S shaped in plan.

Physical Description: The service buildine js an "L' shaped rubble masonry

structure, measuring 30'x22' west of the cook house, and on the same level. It

contained two rooms and another Dutch oven constructed in hrick The function of

the structure seems to duplicate the smaller but more elaborate cook house and is
]

“not entirely wnderstood.

Latitude 18720'23'"" Longitude 64"’44"32“

(continue on reverse.if necessarv)

Good Falrl l Dotcrlorated] l

Altered Or:.glna.1 Site - Hoved

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent | |
Ruins Unaltered




Appendix B; Historic District : g JuL 2‘3\198}
v : CLASSIFIED 75'1.'RUCTURE FIELT? INVENTORY REPORT

-

4 - e R . NPS ORGANIZATION
REGION__Southeast PARK/AREA NAME Virgin Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360 ;
| STRUCTURE NAME _Rridze. 1.'Esperance Plantation - STRUCTURE NO. _H-5,9

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: National [ ] state [] . Local

- T T st 20 S
LOCATION OF STRUGLUXS:QOn L'Esperance trall 10 MOLISIUEL 4110T SUleis we usesws sooos -

UTM REFERENCE: CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not
ey Li L_;_L_! ¥ ' L[_l_]___ ] ‘part of a complex or district:..’
oA o o 3

Yone - ‘Ea.8 'L ng Kozt hd n g acres.

o

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: Arched stone bridge ovex gut that separates
plantation site from old cart road:

Thysical Description:__ The entrance road to 1.'Tsperance from the old card¢ road
that from Centerline Road leads to Sieben and Mdllendal crosses a small ent, It
js brideed by a small sone arch with a span of eight feet and a width of 6'6"'. Al-
though still standing the bridge abutments towards the north show signs of failure
‘and in their present condition are subjected to serious erosion. 1

Latitude 18°920'23' IL.ongitude 64244132

(continue on reverse.if necessary)

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent ] Good Fair || Detcriorated|
Ruins [:] _Unaltered _ Altered Original Site [X ] 1oved
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o Appendlx B, Hlstorlc District :
CLASSII'ILD STRUCTURE FIELD INVENTORY REPORT
; : : i B NPS ORGANIZATION
: REGION _Southeast PARK/AREA NANE V1rg1n Islands Nat'l Park’ CODE NO. 5360 .
'1* STRUCTURE ‘JAM::. Cei?fyetery, L'Esperance Plantation _ STRUCTURE NO. H_§__}0_
ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Nat10na1 i i gl i, stare f 1 . : Local[<1

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:On L'Esperance trail to Mollendal %rn_ile south of Centerline
CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not

v
UTH REFE E'\CE‘
I ! ’ LI__I patt of a complex or dlstrlct

) g S

Zone.Eastlng Northl

. STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition: A rectangular enclosure defined by rubble
masonrv walls containing 7 graves marked by raised masonry covers,
Physical Description: A cemetery is located approximately 60' north of the Great
House it is defined by remains of walls and contains seven graves marked by i
" raised masonry covers one of which is monumented and carries the inscription
"Hendrik Tonis Geboren op S. thomas den 15 January 1733 Overleben op S. Janden

' 23 Senternber 1765, "

‘Latitude 18720'23" Longitude 64944'32"

(continue on reverse™-if necessary)

PRESENT .CONDITION: Excellent | | Good Fair || Detcriorated|X
Ruins [ ] Unaltered [ x| Altered Original Site [X ] Moved
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Appendlx B, Historic District “ 23 1981
( CLASSIFIED “TRUCLURE. TTELD J.x\7 TTORY REPORT

NPS ORGANIZATION
PAR;(/ARIIA NAME Vlrgln Islands Nat'l Park CODE NO. 5360

REGIONS ou‘.‘;:t_m_'e\: ast

STRUCTURE NO. H-5.11

STRUCTURE NAME Oxpound, IL.'Esperance Plantation

ORDER OF SIGNIFICANCE: Natiomal [ ] = =  state [ ]. © Local

LOCATION OF STRUCTURE:On L'Esperance trail to Mollendal ymile south of Centerline
CLASS VI LAND ACREAGE (if not .

UTM, REFERENCE: 1
y l___ ____|__l i l L __J i part of a complex or district:
' . e acres.

ZonewEaatlng No xEh g

STRUCTURE: Type of, and composition:A rectangular area enclosed by rubble
masonry walls and their collapsed remains.

Physical Description: A retangular oxpound is located north of the Great House

and east of the cemetery. It is defined by breast hign rubble masonry walls but

" " has no visible traces of a roofed shelter for the cattle as is found in most oxpounds.

Latitude: 18° 20' 23" Tong.: 64° LLt 3o

Scontinue O T EVeESES 1f nec*c""lrv‘)

PRESENT CONDITION: Excellent l Good Fair || Detcriorared]
Ruins !XI Unaltered IX . Altered Original Site - loved




24,

Multiple Resource Area : _dnr-11
Thematic Group ' oL

Virgin Islands National Park Multiple Resource Area

Name 55
State VI
Nomination : ‘ Type of Review ~ Deecision
~1. Brown Bay Plantation Historic District - #L P24l Gaoovrenac 7/9%/
 -/2. Rustenberg Plantat:j.bn South Hist. Dist.- : @Qf— Z _;(4 é.éﬁa-hqa_,]' 7/43/4?/
~3. Dennis Bay Hist. Di'st:.‘ Vol a«'lqaf - i ﬁewu- J/faz) &/
-4, More Hill Hist. Dist. ‘/ : - | P T QWML V%75
. 5. Hermitage Plantation Hist. Dist. i - zi'c'a;o%- yirs, 4 @,ﬂm,ﬂ. /7/,7‘;/3
: /6.,/Annaberg #ist. Dist. V¥ . - . M - 27{ @ﬂu«m& 7/.?3/;/
; . 7» America Hill Hist. Dist. - bl .
i _',/8" Reef Bay Great House Hist. U T T W ?0{ 0 B 793 /P/
; ./9 Reef Bay Sugar Factory Hist Dist. - - . g,aw/qd/ o‘,{ (NN wen //,lj’/?/
: _10. Jossie Gut Hist. Dist. v = a,oa;w‘ - T Ganvesna. - 7/;@/‘?/
_41- L'Esperance Hist. Dist. - w}/ /‘&’){ P AN /_73/;/
. 12, Lind Point Fm I = M?gﬂ/ e Eoavent ZA{,/?/
.> 43, Liever Marches Bay Hist. Dist. v s ,a_z#v’ % @:( Cinaiin! '/&/
+14, Cathrineberg-Jockumsdahl-Herman Farm _ previously listed 3-30-78
, 15, Cinnamon Bay Plantation i Previously listed 7-11-78
416. Lameshur Plantation ' i Previously listed 6-23-78
17, Mary Point Estate % Previously listed 5-22-78
~18, Annaberg School : , o ; " 5 el
.19, Trunk Bay Sugar Factory i e itege? - oA gd o 7/(,3/;/
20. .
21. i :
22, -
23. Z




DoE  Y&/5/— 7/23/4/
. i dnr- eltced
Nam 4 A0 il k&—a& m 4 e —7_—
,%;

State, Coéunty “ }// AL ed Nom or Request—Agency
Working Number g.£Z 7. /2/ Federal Register Date 2 2.
_Nomination Bldg(s) Within:

Determination of Eligiblity '/ Site +—Multiple Resource Area
" __On Nomination Form __ Object __ Thematic Group

Struecture

Maps > __District
Photos _¢ e
Nomination prepared by: Action: Check if Appropriate:

State Staff ACCEPT 7/23/8/ __State Request for Review
/_Local RETURN —_Keeper's Decision to Review
___Other __REJECT __2nd Return

1. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)
d,cca/o{ - onteria /65 a, s
G v era ; Jhotn i
9/:«3/?/

T. Evaluation of Nomination

Good
Adequate
Poor Comments
1. Descriptive Statement %
Short Format vYes _ No v
2. Significance State jnent % ,
Short Format < Yes _ No v /@4‘% - 7

3. Concepts/Integrity z ,
i// /ﬂwﬁ Sl m/\oﬂ covt w0

4. Concepts/Criteria

v/
5. Concepts/Boundaries ‘//
6. Contextual Evaluation l//

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

7
Reviewer/Date 6,,, sROENIL 7/27 /5/ See Attached
T T

National Park Service U.S. Department of the Interior
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: _64000886




