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IN THE SENATE Of THE UNITED STATES
MARCH 10, 1924,
Mr. [‘v]f_‘-’,l-:.-x_.‘i (by request) introduced the
ff;l‘]:;wm;z bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Territories
and Insular Possessions,
A BILL
a civil government for
Islanls, and for other
purposes.

t> provide
the Viirgin

(Concluded from yesterday’s Avis.)

If any bill presented to the governor
contains several items for the appropui-
ation of money he may object to one or
more of such ilems, or any part or parts,
portion or porticns thereof, while ap-
proving of the other portion of the bill
In suech case he shall append to the bill,
at the time of signing it, a statement of
the items, parts, or portions thereof to
which he objeets,and theappropriation so
objected to shall not take effect. If any
bill shail not be returned by the governor
within ten days (Sunday excepted) after
i shall have been presented to him, it
shall be alaw in like manner as if he
had signed it, unless the legislature by
adjournment prevents its retura, In
waich case it shall be a law if signed by
the governor within thirty days :
veceipt by him; otherwise it shall not he
a law. All laws enacted by the Council
of the Vugin lslands shall be report-
ed to the Congress of the United
States, which hereby reserves the pow-

er and autho ity to annul the same.
It at ithe termination of any fiscal
vear the appropriations necessary for

the support of the government for the
epsuing fiscal year shell not have been
made, then the several sums appropri-
ated in the last appropriation bills for
the objects and purposes therein speci-
fied, so far as the same may be applica-
ble,shall be deemed to be reappropriated,
item by item; and until the legisiature
shall aet in such behalf, the treasurer
shall, with the advice of the governor,

nmake the payments necessary tfor the
purpose a‘oresaid.

after

1
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Each house shall keep a journal of its
proceedings and may, inits discretion,
from time to time publish the same, and
the yeas and nays on any question shzll,
on the demand of one-fifth of the mem-
bers present be entered on the journal.

The general aporopriation bill shall
embrace nothing but appropriations for
the or<inary expenses of the executive,
legislative, and judieial departments, 1o-
terest on the public debt, and for public
schools. All other appr@priations shall
be made by separate biils, each embrac-
ing but one svbject.

Sec. 29. That at the first eleetion held
pursuant to this Act, the gualified elec-
tors shall be those having the qualifica-
tions under the present law. Thereafter
voters shall be citizens of the United
States, twenty one years of age or over,
and have such additiona’ qualifications
as may be preseribadgby the Council of
the Virgin lIsiands: Preovided, That no
property qualifications shall ever be im-
pased upon or required of any voter; nor
shall any discrimination in qualification

be made or based upon difference in
color.
Sre 80. That the legislative authority

herein provided shall extend to all mat-
ters not iocally inapplicable, including
power to create, consolidate, and re-
organize the municipalities so far as
necessary, and to provide and repeal
laws aund_orcdinances therefor; also the
power Lo alter, amend, modify, or repeal
any or all laws and ordinances of every
character now in force in the Virgin Is-
lands or municipality or distriet thareof,
in so far as such alteration, amendment,
n-odification, or repeal may be consistent
with the provisions of this Act.

Sgc. 31, That the judicial power shall
be rested in the courts and tribunals of
the Virgin Islands now established and
in operation ander and by viriue of
existing laws. The jurisdieidon of said
comts ard the torm of procedure 1n
them and the various oificers and attaches
thereof. shall also continue to be as now
provided until otherwise provided by
law: Provided, how ver, That the Coun-
cil of the Virgin Islands shall have tu-
thority from time to tiine, &8s it may ee
fit, not ineonsistent with this Act, to or-
granize, modily, or rearrange the courts
and their jurisdiction and procedure, ex-
cept that the right of review ot any deci-
sion by writ of error or appeal as pro-
vided in seetion 2 of chapter 171 of the
Statu es at Large of the United Staies
(Act of Mareh 3, 1917, to provide a; tem-
porary government for the West Indizn
Is'ands acquired by the United States
from Denmark) shall pot be abridged,
altered, or destroyed.

MISCELLANEOQUS PROVISIONS.

QEc. 32. That, except in the Aect
otherwise proviced, the salaries of all
oflicials of the Viigin Islands not ap-
pointed by the President shull be such

and Y- so paid out ~f the reveinues of the

Virgin Islands as shall from time to time
be determined by the Council of the Vir-
gin Jslanls ani approved by the gov-
ernor: and if the legislature shall fail to
make an appropriationgfor isuch salaries,
the salaries theretofore fixed shall be
paid wirhout the necessity of appropri-
ations therefor. The salaries of all offia-
ers of the various officials appointed as
herein provided by the President shall be

paid by the Treasurer of the Inited
Srates. dhe annnal salary of the gov-

ernor shall be $7,000. @nd he shall be en-
titled to the oceupancy of the building
heretofore used by the chief execti®2
of the Virgin Islands, with the furnitute
and effects therein free of rental.

Where any officer of the Virgin [slands
is required by this Act to give a bond,
the premium thereof shail be paid from
the insular treasury.

SEc. 39. That nothing in this Act
shall be deemed to impair or interrupt
the jurisdiction of existing courls cver
matters pending therein, upon the ap-
proval of this Act, whieh jurisdiction is
in all respects hereby continued, the pur-
pose of this Act being to preserve the in-
tegrity of all of =aid courts and their

1

jurisdiction until otherwise provided b
law.

Src. 40. That this Act shall take ef-

fect thirty days after its passage.
Sgc. 41. That the laws and ordin-
ances now in foree in the Virgin Islands
shall continue in force and effect, except
as altered, amended, or modified her in,
until altered, amended, or repealed by
the legislative authority herein provided
for the Virgin Jslands or by Act of Con-
gress of the United States; and such
legislative authority shall have power
when pot inconsistent with this Act, to
amend. alter, modify, or repeal any law
or orainance, civil or eriminal, continued
in force by :his Act, as trom time (0O
time it may see fit.

Spc. 42. That all laws or parts o1
laws applicable to the Virgin Islands not
in conflict with any of the provisions of
this Act, including the laws relating to

4 ]
tariffs, customs, und revenues, are here-
by continu d in elleet, and all laws 2nG
parts of laws inconsistent with the pro

1

visicns of this Act are hereby repeaie

LeCAL

The joint meetin 2 of the Colonial Coun-
cils of ‘he Virgin Islards yesterday vas
presided over by the chairman of the st
Croix couneil, Hor. R L. Merwin, by  ic-
tion. The secretary of the St. Thonias
council dischargec the dunes of that
office. Practically ail the membears of
both councils were present. After sz
heated discussion 2 resolution previously
drafted by the St. Croix Council protest-
ing against the p2isage of tae seopate bill
No. 2762 to provide a civil government
for the Virgin I<lands and for other par-
vas voted tor by AJUTily.
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