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COLONIAL COUNCIL

FOR ST. CROIX.
i ( Oontripiig J‘J‘ ol -'f} ",-"'\ i
O9nd Member for Chnstiansied |

(Canegata) remarked: Mr., Chalrnmn,
I hal intended to explain {lle budget be-

fors the Honorable 1st Member for Fred-
eriksted Town rose. 1 will try 10 alle-
viale his anxtety, Those menbers who

are unacquanted with the detatls of this
budget will have no difficulty in coming
to an understanding of it after an ex|
nation is given.
As H"nt'!'nilh.‘ .‘:'.I.-.‘l.h'!:i'."-- will
ber, at the time the Press
1
!

rermerm

Representa-

1

tives visited thisasland Admival Coontz
thade the statement .h.l the Na ap-
Propiie u.." I ‘-[."-'1' EE'.L"-t i dan i .'\'ni'.-:i‘-i e
¢301.000. Subsequent to that \'mJ!'.i WHS
received that the Federal ppropriation

was et to $270,150-May [ state that this
amount was the estimarted revenues of
both islands-Owing to shortage of crop
the revenues of this Municipality is puat
down at Frs. 499 10000 and the deficit in

our bulget is Frs, 711,529.85. We know
now that the IPederal appropriation had
been cut and St. Croix share of it will be

S1L16,000 instead of 150,000 as originally
estimated on the basis of a [ledera ap-
propriation of $351,000, We will, there-
fore, have to find the difference between
$150,000 and $116,000 or $34,000. Gov-
ernment has otfered from the amount
allocated to the Cintral Administration
$9.500 and under General Contingent the
amount originally estimated was Frs. 25,
000 but has been reduvced to Fres. 15 000,
The problem before us now is either to
follow the plan of utilizing the amount
necessary t) balance the budget from
the Reserve Fund or lind some way to re-
duce the budget. We lind that the time
was too short to make any adequate cut
without seriously affecting some of the
departments so we tried to get as near
to the balance as possible. By making
such reductions as we believe could ade-
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done we "‘tave cot the figure
own io

quately he

recessary to halance the Duadgel

14 000, ard have allowed the matier to
rost with the hope that revenues might

or a different o
I call your attention tu dec!
i.:\ umbe nt
balance ifs

come iIJ
::‘iw]lit’-{|
of the Colonial Law whereitis
upen T},e Calonial Council to
buduet, ( =-n-l'qu sintly the balancing of the
budeetl rests with the Colo: 12l Ceounal
which 1 believe 1s eonipetent to J0 so.
[he revenues have been estimrated at
Frs. 499,100. I think we all will apree
that the estimates are conservative, but
even at that, for what we Lbuve seen In
the past years.it mighe b:a bit high,
but we allow it to stand as submitted.
Turning to the expenditure side of the
budeet whleh is maest  interesting. to
members vou will see general headings
of consumable articles and non expend-
able articles, That’s a new aeparture
The Municipal Commitise suguested (0
(overnment that any item under these
he: wings calling for more than s, 1.OOY
hould be sSpecl fied 1n detail, but I helieve

poliey i]’fT‘f'lf h.?
1t

3

an too short tor them to
have done so- Howes [ have been in
government that a ceniral
o will be established an‘d
have to be

I' SO @S

the time has b

tormmed by
purehasing offi
all expenditures over $10 will
approved by the purchasing oflicer
to insure a move ¢conomic and stabilized
system.

Colonial Counecil ard the Mu-
nicipal Commiitee, there ha¢ been a ten
percent reds cmrn in all department esti-
maies as originally submitted on the basis

'ake the

of Tast vear’s budget, there was a specific
reason why no n-'::u"..- n were made.

ith Member for Frederiksted Country
Distriet (Andersen) : Mr. Chairman. ls
the budeet not under 1st i
geperal discussion

| he Chairman :

2nd Member for Chris
(Canegula) remarked : Mr. Chairman
If the Honorable 4th Member for [red-
eriksted Country Distriet thinks it 1s best
to give a detailed explana'ion under 2nd

| - ¥
CLsCilssion

L) ]

ansted town

discussion I can take my seal until Znd
discussion come up-
dth Member for Frederiksted Country

Chairman. 1
flonorable
swallow
wish

{1-Ilitl[1*:”!'-ih‘) Mr.
do not wish Lo interrupt the
Member but it is very hard (o
all the explanation he is giving. 1
to draw attention to the fact thatno
was taken on the budget-in the Muniel-
pal Committee,

9nd Member for Christiansted Town
(Canegata): Mr. Chairman, If the Hon-
orable Member had remained and not
jeft before the meeting was over he
would have been better informed on this
matter

4th Member for Frederiksted Country
(Andersen) remarked : Mr. Chairman
The Municipal Committee decided to re-
commend to Government a new item 1o

v ULC

be called a sperial tax fund in whict the
Immigration Fund should go
114 su) that we 1€

Let us be

STR0! piying a di

rect tax and calling it Imuwigration Tax.

1st Member for {“Il't"'dt-t‘:llié%':-\i Town
(Jaclson) remarked : Mr.  Chairman.
Why I rose to ask for an explanation of
the Chairman of the Municipal Commit-
tee is becanze 1 thought it most proper
seeing there are some new headings and
sub-headings,such as expendable and non-
expendable articles. In past years the
hudget was generally recommended to
the Colonial Council but that is not done

this year. 1 don’t think :ny body will
vote for this budget today 1n its present
form. Idon’t know how members ecan

vote for a budget that is not balanced.
I don’t think it fair to us legzis'ators who
are responsible te the people. Gevern-
meet ought to inform us what poition of
the Federal appropriaticn we are go i,.w
to haveand that should be made a ]EI f
our revenues. | don’t see how this bi
get can be (lin'u._\ considering .i
immendation of the Foard

"l'.i.f' Mu mr; Cermimit-
~‘=;r!, rised to learn
budeet 'ia}.

has not the re
cf Estimaies—
tee- upon it. I sm
that no vote was taken on the
the Mumecipal Committee.

2nd Mewmber for Christiansted Tcown
(Canegata): Mr. Chairne T hat state
ment 15 wrong., 1 rected that
statement already.

4th Men ber for Frederiksted Ceuntry
Distriet (Andersen) remarked: Mr. Chair-
man. Last year the Muwnicipal Cenimit-
tee made some ,recomn L‘III‘IEH ions on the
budget in writing. Those reecommendas
tions were printed and cireulated among
This year the Municipal Conm-
“1'1(‘\* no stuch l“Li.[],l]:l']‘.i}Lh
lierefore the il.ii.:‘l is before
discussion and it is sub-
by members of this

have cur

mie mbers,
mittee thas
tions: and
the Couneil for
ject to amendment
Council,

2ud Mermiber for Christiansted

S Town
(e Gquiler)  remal ked: Mr.

Chairman,

What 18 happening today 1s, the hudeet
is drawn up different to how 1t was

‘.ji'l. G U UDted ;

During the Da
thefEMunicipal

abish admivisbration.
inish adminisivation, when
Commitiee was first or-
panized, the custom was for the Govern-
or to appear in person before the Muniei-
pal Commitiee and hand in estimates sub-
mitted by the ditferent departments and
alter those estimales were passed upon
by the Munieipal Committee the budget
was printed and presented, and the bud-
getl then was as presented by ihe Muuoiei-
}1 1l Commitiee, During the past few years
{ American administration the budget
was presented so late that we have had
no time oto do thai. Tuke last year for
instance, the Government Secretary re-
ceived the recommend: \ions u[' the Muui-
cipal Committee atjone o’clo~k,a few min-
utes b-fore the meeting of the Council
commenced. We received the budeget
wh:ch 1s now before us some time in the
month of May in the form of three col-
umns. lne first column shows the fig-
ures recommended by the heads of the
variousdepartments, the next by Govern-
ment and the other as recommendea by




