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4tk Appointed Mgmber (Blaekwood) re-
marked: Mr. Chairman With regard

to'a remark made by the last Speaker I

wish to impress on his mind thatlam

talking about what [ consider the cheap-
est. I claim that we are not in a posi-

tion finanecially to warrant the building

of a concrete road across the island! With

our funds we could rebuild our roads

much cheaper with macadam. It is not

considered necessary to build a concrete

road, I deem it absurd. There is one

thing[ wish to impress on the minds

of the Members of this Council, and

that is, we are living and having our

homes here, and therefore we must do

all in our power to enhance the growth
of and welfare of the island and its in-

habitants. One can readily see that the

northside of the island is growing in bush

on account of lack of labor, and it is said

that we cannot use our Immigration
Fund to import laborers, for what reas-

on, Ido not know; we cannot use m -

chinery alone, we must have hand labor

as well. Mr. Chairman, you know as

well as I know that Uncle Sam is very

liberal, but if this island could become

self-supporting it would be the happiest

day ot my life. lam talking for the

eeconomic welfare of every man, woman

and child of this island. To ask for ap-

propriati)ns one after the other is al-

right, but somebody will have to pay for

it, and the tax-payers will, no doubt, say

that automobile tax is not sufficient to

cover the expenditures.
3rd Member for Christiansted Country

District (Robt. W. Skeoch) remarked:

Mr. Chairman. I think the Honorable

4th Appointed Member is undera mis-

apprehension as to whatI said. I de-

fended neither side; the cheapest side

is not always the best side. Who

can tell which will be the cheapest? I

would like to hold on to thelittle moneyI
made last year,because 1 may never make

that much again for the balance of my

life. I have no axe to grind, I have not

been asked to speak on this matter here

today. I ask that an expert be brought
here as I consider he would give us va-

luable advice. If a macadamized road is

the.bestI will supvort Member Black-

wood, but who can tell which advice is

the best.
4th Member for Frederiksted Country

District (Fleming) remarked: Mr. Chair-

man. I recently had a conversation with

a certain man concerning concrete roads

and he remarked that we will find a con-

eraote road a very expensive road ; he also

said he would not recommend it as he
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felt it would create a good deal of tax,

and he did not believe that the money ask-

ed for would be sufficient; he said he be-

lieved that we could have a first class

macadamized road for that amount. He

said that experience in America was that
when the concrete roads start to get out

of order it does not only sink into holes,
but it slides off; he strongly recommend-
ed that we build a macadamized road and

have it properly rolled. This is only an

opinion he gave me. Couldn’t we amend

the bill by saying to macadamized or

build with concrete, subject to the dis-

cretion of the Public Works Officer and

the Road,Commission? They may decide
that instead ofa concrete road we can

build & madacamized road.

The Chairman remarked: The bill is

under first Discassion and 4th Member

for Frederiksted Country District can

bring in an amendment if he desires

when second Discussion is before the

Houso. If the merits or demeriis have

been passed upon,I will put it to the

vote whether first Discussion should be

closed.

2nd Member for Frederiksted. Country

District (M. M. Skeoch) remnarked; Mr.

Chairman. I think what the IJonorable

4th Member for Frederiksted Country

District says is quite true, the first sec-

tion reads in part ‘‘to build with concrete

ete.”” [ think that should remain until
it is ascertained what is best to be done.

Ialso feel that the Public Works Officer

should be corsulted so as to get the best

opinion. :
The Chairman remarked: According

to the Rules of Business first discussion

is for general discussion un the bill, and

on second discussion only a particular

part of the bill can be discussed nd

members can bring in amendments at

second discussion. If no further discus-

sion I will close first Discussion.

4th Appointed Member (Blackwood)
proposed that first Discussion remain

open until the type of road is decided
upon.

Ist Member for Frederiksted Town

(Coulter) remarked: Mr. Chairman. I

cannot see any objection to close first

Discussion unless some member has

some very definite proposal to make, and

as the Chairman has stated, the amend-

ment which 4th Member for Frederik-

sted Country District withes to put in

can come in under 2nd Discussion. I

wisn to say that I am of the same opin-

jon as 3rd Member for Christiansted

Contry District on the matter. At the

last meeting I did not participate in the

debate as 1 had no special opinion to

offer. Ido not remember having driven

over a concrete road, I have not seen a

conerete road in the process of making I

have not heard of the making of a con-

crete road; I have some practical experi-

ence of the making of a macadamized

road, and that’s in Scotland. I think

first of all when the committee proposed

a concrete road and said that it would

cost Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand

Dollars, that statement is highly proble-
matical because the committee has not

furnised any data, they have not said

what width the road would be or what

depth the concrete would be laid; they
have not furnished these statements,

but they merely stated what it would

cost ; that leaves the idea that it would

cost very much more. (s there any one

here who has knowledge that there is

any concrete road in Cuba. Porto Rico,
Santo Domingo or south of us? If there

is any and this information is furnished

us, then we would be able to decide.

I have expressed a belief but I am will-

ing to be ecnvinced that a concrete road

would be better, I have been seeking
information and I find that a large ma-

jority do not favour a concrete road, and

I have heard the opinion expressed for

years passed that we in this island have

roads which can be compared with the

best in any of the other islands. Take

the question of automobile and truck

traffic, we have on this island. When |
you take the motor truck and trailer
traffic into consideration they only
work. about four months in the year, the

rest of the year is automobile traffic. If

the concrete road is to be in vouge, I

believe it is going to be a very expensive
road. I {wish to be conviuced in this

matter, and lam open to informaton as

regards width, depth etc., and if I am

convinced that a concrete road is the

best I will vote for the bill.

Ist Member for Frederiksted Country
District (Andersen) remarked: Mr. Chair-

man. 1 wish to advise the Speaker and

other Mewmbers of the House that the

Highway Commission has tooked at the‘
recommendation the Public Works Offi- \
cer has submitted, and it is on that re-

commendation this bill is put forward

to rebuild the center line with concrete,

because he considers it the cheapest to

maintain We have this year the money

to build the road, and if Government can

see the way to give us twice t.e amount

they may do so. lam not aroad build-

er, I have no direct experience; it is only
the question of maintenance that makes

me favor a concrete road. We will have

to rip up the road to make new maca-

damized road. The Pubic Works Officer

has arrived at the conclusion that a con-

crete road willsuit our condition better.

As there are so many differences of

opinion, I am willing to discuss other

roads, but I favor a rcad cheap to main-

tain, I feel as we have the money to

build the road we should go ahead and

avoid trouble with maintenance in ‘the

future. As far as I understand, the

Public Works Officer’s plans and specifi-
cations call for 14 or 15 fcet concrete in

the road. Whether it is today or when-

ever it is decided what kind of road we

are to have I would be willing to leave it

to the discretion of the Public Worksyg
Officer in consultation with the Road °

Commission and if they can convince me


