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Memorandum 

Virgin Islands National Park 
Dox 1589 - St. Thomas, V. I. 

March 12, 1959 

To: Regional Director, Region One 

H-30 

From: Superintendent, Virgin Islands Hational Historic Site 

Subject: Historical Data, Section 6, Part I, Historical Structures 
Report, Steeple Building, Christiansted, st. Croix. 

Attached in quintuplicate is the above subject report 
prepared by Mr. Herbert Olsen. 

It should be pointed out that the report is not yet 
complete, since it lacks the illustrative materials listed on 
paV-eS V to VII of the report. However, these materials are 
bein~ processed and will be subnitted for insertion in the report 
as soon as possible. In the meantime, and for the ourpose of 
facilitating review of the report, it is suggested that reference 
be made to the HA.BS No. VI-1 drawinp.s prepared by Mr. Gjessing 
in 1957, as necessary. 

Mr. Olsan also wishes to call attention t~ tre fact that 
accepted historical practice has n0t been followed with respect to 
the olacement of f0otnotes becau8e t') do so would have delayed 
completi n of the iqrping of the manuscript. 

As expressed in our .teletype of March 5, it is hoped that 
review of this report and Mr. Gjessing's working drawinrs, which 
will be suhnitted shortly, can be completed by April 25, thus per­
mitting us t~ obliRate the funds available for restoration by 
June 30. 

In qui ntupli ca te 

Attachments 

Harold A. Hubler 
Superintendent 



Corrections or Additions 

page 16: 

Line 4: add word 11later" after the word 11and11• 

Page 65: 

Line 18: add the word and numerals 11in 183411 after the word disinterred 
Line 19: change the date 1834 to 1835 

Page 80: 

Footnote 41: add the following: See also infra, p. 65. 

Page 95: 

Footnote 314: add the following: A description of the reinterment on July 
4, 1835, is given in The St. Croix Avis, 
July 6, 1835, p.2. 
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they mu t have been JJ10u:nted atop ei tbor the seoond or third tiers •197 

~ -e e.
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P• 1
1

1 0 + mus ely eaz ly- dat • • a i:no,e 
LC A-<{ Q t 'I\. a cl 

11 
4 >i cl Carttvilott.r tl1.ey M"e .i:mt--ehown on -any ef 1"k• iill'l:letrlt'bionl l'fid.ab !nolade th• 

stem>le-Bt:d:3;idnl[l?-;--!l!he--et.,-1Sf'-t!lLW-:iflo1:lr-imsmrvmttJl'ir»inm11mli1:V'"""tJJ"tlal!IISJ:dt-

Lightning Rod 

The a.oeounts for ihe oonstruotion ot the steeple make no mention 

of o. lightn.1D6 rod. Ho evet , 1n 1825, 1 t 1s li ted as being ged 

by th hurricane of July 26J
198 

and it se • reasonable to asSW'lle 

th t it was original equ1pm nt, particularly since there 111 llO entry 

tn the church aooounte between l 795 am 1825 for 1 ti inetu.llatlon. 

Cloolc 

The ohuroh r oelv d its .first olook 1n 1196 from Copenhagen, 

ioh was aubeequontly unted in the third tier of the st eple. 199 

Repairs to the teeple in 181.,6 included painting of the "t'our taoe■" 

200 . 
Q£ the clook am putting on. the numbera. In 1885-84, the olook 

201 
was aent to Denmark for major r pairs whioh ~ost 2 ,2}0 ironer. 

The hurrioone of Ootober 10, 1916, dam& ed the olook, but it waa re­

paired ran int rmtttent;y unt11 1919, n it oeaeed to \'tQrk. 202 

~~3 A new olook was purohe.Bed a.nd inst 11 d 1n ~ 1920?1(. Th~ old olook 

was stored t Richmond Penitentiary, wh re it was destroyed in a 

fire 1n 19}3 or 19;4o 004 

47 
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that there wa,;1 a.l so a railing arotmd the al tar similar. to the 

one in the present Lutheran ohuroh in Christianated. This would 

have been oharaoteristio and concomitant with a hassock. 

Altar Looaticn. - The "Church of the Lord of Sabaoth" was an 

example of an eightoenth century effort to design a distinct Pro• 

testant church type. In a church of this design. the pulpit and 

altar were oontored on one of the long walls• opposite the entrance 

to the church• instead of at one end of the churob.. 

In the "Church of the Lord of Sabaoth," then. the altar would 

have been centered against the south wall opposite the entrance from 

the steeple. This location of the altar is con.firmed in 1827 by 

a propos 1 tho.t "two windows should be opened in the southerly 

wall behind the al tar • • • in order to obtain more ooolnoss. n 222 

In view oi' the fact that aooess had to be gaillOd to the storage ca­

binet in the baok of the al~ar. 823 it must have stodd at least a 

few feet away from the wall. 

Al,.tar Painting.- A painting .for the altar was executed in Copen• 

hagen and received by the church in 175;. 224 '.Ihe painting was mounted 

in the altar and was moved with the la ttor to the present Lutheran 
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