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0: 00: 00 Thank you very much. Well be right back. We'll be right back. We'll be right back. We'll be right back. The Committee
of Finance is back on the record. Madam Clerk, next item on the agenda, please.

0:02: 57 Casino Control Commission. Invited testifiers, Marvin Pickering, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. Thank you,
Madam Clerk. CEO Pickering, | love you to put your name and title on the record and then allow the two individuals who
are here with you to do the same. Thank you, Senator Marvin Pickering, Chairman, Chief Executive Officer of Virgin
Islands Casino Control Commission. Thank you.

0:03:25 Good afternoon. Carolyn Herman Purcell, Commissioner, Vice Chair of the Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission.
Thank you. Selma Deterville-Dacosta, Executive Director. Thank you. Y ou may proceed with your testimony. Thank
you, Senator. Good afternoon, Honorable Kurt Avile, Chairman of the Committee on Finance, all honorable members of
the committee, other honorable members of the 34th legislature, legislative staff, and those listening and viewing via
radio, television, or the internet. For the record, my nameis Marvin L. Pickering, and | am the chairman and chief
executive officer of the Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission. Accompanying me today is Commissioner Carolyn
P. Herman Purcell, vice chair of the commission, and our executive director, Selma Dieterville-Dacosta. We thank you
for the opportunity to present and discuss the fiscal year 2023 budget requests for the commission.

0: 04: 26 The commission isresponsible for the regulation of casinos pursuant to the Virgin Islands Casino and Resort Control Act

Machine transc
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of 1995, as amended. Internet gaming and gambling pursuant to the Virgin Islands Internet Gaming and Gambling Act, as
amended. Racino's pursuant to the Virgin Islands Horse Racing Industry Assistance Act of 2011, and Casino Four
Establishments Act permitted within the enterprise zones of Christianstead and Frederickstead. These statutes and all
relevant amendments establish the basis for the governance and operations of the commission and its staff. Finances. The
commission has four funding sources. One, the general fund for salaries of the commissioners and staff only. Two, the
Casino Revolving Fund pursuant to 32 VI Code Section 514 which was amended by Act No. 7643 and by Section 4 of
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Act No. 8184. This account is funded by casino and casino employee license fees, fines, and other feesimposed by law or
through regulation by the commission.

Three, the Casino Revenue Fund pursuant to 32 VI Code Section 517, which was amended by Section 2 of Act No. 8577,
and isfunded by the 12% tax on gross revenues from Divi Carina Bay Casino and Resort, and VIGL-CRG, commonly
referred to as Caraval Hotel and Casino. With the amendment to 32 VI code section 517, the commission now receives
25% of these taxes with 75% allocated to other government departments or agencies, including 1% to the commission for
programs to treat and prevent gambling addiction.

And four, the horse racetrack casino revenue fund pursuant to 32 VI code section 901. It must be noted that the
commission has not received funding from this source since 2016 when Traxco ceased operations at the
Randall-Dock-James race track. As it relates to the general fund, the commission's personnel, the total sum we are
requesting is $995,700, which represents 15 employees, including three vacancies. The vacant positions are for one
commissioner to fill the seat vacated by former commissioner UCR Richards and two new positions, an in-house legal
counsel and an I'T support specialist. The table below lists the names and related information for the employees of the
commission.

The Casino Control Revolving Fund is a specia checking account that serves as a depository of monies collected from al
license, registration, and permits fees, fines, penalties, and other fees, al sums appropriated thereto by the legislature of
the Virgin Islands, and all donations, gifts, and bequests. In thisfiscal year, 2022, from October 1st, 2021 through May
31st, 2022, the commission collected $64,545, of which 80%, or $51,640, was allocated to the commission. And 20%, or
$12,905, was alocated to the Department of Justice, Division of Gaming Enforcement Operating Account for their
operating expenses relative to gaming enforcement.

The signatories on this account are the commissioners and the attorney general of the Virgin Islands. Regarding the
casino revenue fund in fiscal year 2021, the 10% appropriated to the commission from the Department of Finance was
$164,732.05 as compared to $156,376.92 for fiscal year 2020. an increase of $8,355 or 5% year over year.

The first two quarters of fiscal year 2022 yielded $126,553.25 as compared to $99,354.29 for the same period of fiscal
year 21, an increase of slightly more than 27%. The second quarter report below from the Department of Finance for
Fiscal Year 22 shows the percentages and amounts distributed. The funds were distributed to the Roy L. Schneider
Hospital, Juan F. Louis Hospital, Hospitals and Health, Myra Keating Smith Clinic, Education, Worker Prep EDU
Program, High School, Y outh Programs, Agriculture, Tourism, Casino Promation St. Croix, Croy, Union Arbitration and
Increment Fund, Bureau of Internal Revenue, University of the Virgin Islands, VI Alliance for Responsible Gaming,
Sports, Parks and Recreation, Casino Control Commission, Public Safety and the Casino Rehabilitation Fund. The
distribution for fiscal year 2019, fiscal years 2019, 2020, 2021 and through the second quarter of fiscal year 2022 can be
found on the commission's website it is worthy to note at this juncture that act number 8577 bill number 34-0224 section
2 paragraph b5 enacted on april 22nd 2022 amended 32 vi code section 517 to reallocate the percentages to the various
agencies and entities the percentage to The pseudo-commission was increased to 25%, with 75% appropriated to the
other agencies, areduction from 90%. This amendment also eliminated funding for other programs.

Of particular note, the youth programs appropriation that provided funding, as mandated by 32 VI code section 518,
financial assistance to casino employees to further their education and funding for the Jobs for America's Graduates
Virgin Islands, JAGV| programs, which will be discussed later in the testimony, both were defunded. The Horse
Racetrack Casino Revenue Fund has not provided any funding since Traxco ended Racino operationsin May of 2016.
Thusfar in thisfiscal year, the Commission has received $8,356 in federal funds through VITEMA as reimbursement for
damages from the hurricanes of 2017.

The courts reimbursed covered payments for vehicle damages, minor internal building damages and replacement of some
office equipment. As mentioned earlier, the commission administers the youth program's funding in compliance with 32
V1 code section 518. In this current fiscal year, the commission funded this program to the tune of $335,975 as requested
by the Department of Labor. It was reported recently in the mediathat this program was awarded a nationa state award
from the JAG National Network for the class of 2021. The commission wishes to congratul ate the Departments of Labor
and Education for this outstanding achievement. This program, along with educational assistance for casino employees,
no longer be funded through the casino revenue fund due to the amendments made by Act number 8577. Currently we are
in the process of re-establishing the VI Alliance for Responsible Gaming. The Commission had discussions with former
members of the Alliance to determine their interest in serving again but have not received any firm commitments. It is
our intent with the assistance of of the National Council of Problem Gaming to at least resume the public service
announcements to inform gaming patrons who believe they have problem gaming as to where they can obtain counseling
and other assistance. A financial overview of the commission by bank accounts for the period October 1st, 2021 through
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May 31st, 2022 isinserted for your review. Administrative actions. As previously reported, the Commission's website is
operable and can be found at www.casinocontrolcommission.vi. The site currently contains the laws and regulations
governing the operations of casinos, laws and regulations governing internet gaming and internet gambling, the
Commission's bylaws, the Commission's code of ethics, licensing requirements and application forms for casino and
hotel employees, Casino operators and vendors, application for casino hotel acoholic beverage license, voluntary
exclusion from casino gambling instructions and application, fee schedules, casino revenue fund reports for fiscal years
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and through the second quarter of the current fiscal year 2022.

Responsible Gaming Link and information about the Commission and the Division of Gaming Enforcement. All
applications on the website are fillable and provide easy access to the licensing process for employees and the Human
Resources Departments of the casinos. On February 28, 2022, the Commission issued its second annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature of the Virgin Islands. The report was issued in accordance with the provisions of 32 VI
Code, Chapter 21, Section 424, and can also be found on the Commission's website. In addition, on August 3rd, 2022, in
accordance with the mandates of 32 VI Code, Chapter 21, Section 514E, the Commission, for the first timein its history,
Submitted to the Commissioner of Finance, the quarterly report for the Casino Revolving Fund. As was mentioned
previously, the Casino Revolving Fund is a special checking account, wherein all license, registration, and permit fees,
fines, penalties, and other fees are deposited. The funds are split 80% to the Casino Control Commission and 20% to the
Division of Gaming Enforcement for the operating expenses of both entities. The signatories to this account are the
members of the Commission and the Attorney Genera of the Virgin Islands.

Further, the Commission now provides monthly financial reports to the Attorney General and the Director of Gaming
Enforcement, detailing the revenues and expenditures related to the revolving fund. It is the Commission's intent to
continue to abide by the provisions of this and all applicable laws governing the Commission. The commission conducted
timely hearings for the review of casino licensees and issued a permanent casino license and a permanent operating
certificate to VIGLCRG Caravelle effective July 14, 2020 through July 14, 2024. The commission also issued a
permanent license and operating certificate to DV Carina Bay Casino and Resort effective February 2nd, 2020 through
February 1st, 2024. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Commission adopted a COVID-19 Contingency Plan, based on
the input of both casino operators and national standards established by casino regulators and operators.

These protocols included physical modifications to the gaming facilities, safe socia distancing and sanitizing measures to
ensure the health and safety of patrons, vendors, casino employees, commission employees and the employees of the
division of gaming enforcement throughout the casino and hotel facilities enforcement of these mandates are the duty and
responsibility of our casino inspectors who remain the eyes and ears of the commission at all gaming facilities on april 13
2022 the commission modified these protocols with the casino licensees to be consistent with the provisions of the
governor's 36th supplemental executive order and issued order issued on march 14 2022 both casinos continue to advise
the commission of any occurrences of covid 19 exposures during fiscal year 2022 there were no casino patrons that were
86 deed which refers to persons ejected or banned for improper conduct in a casino. However, there were five patron
complaints, six voluntary self-exclusions, and two names placed on the permanent exclusion list. The commission has
secured the services of an independent hearing officer who will preside over matters such as these when warranted and
make recommendations to the commission for final disposition. The commission still has concerns regarding the efforts
solicit and promote casinos in the territory. It is our contention that the responsibility for those efforts fall to the
Department of Tourism. For the fiscal years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and the first two quarters of the current fiscal year, a
total of $390,024.59 was disbursed to the Department of Tourism

quote, for tourism and casino promotion for St. Croix, end of quote. The Commission will continue its efforts to engage
with the Commissioner of Tourism to ascertain exactly what the Department of Tourism has done or plansto do
regarding their statutory mandate to promote the casinos on St. Croix. In prior testimony before the Committee on
Finance, the Commission reported that webcash management has been re-established at Banco Popular de Puerto Rico, A
service that is only accessible to the current members of the commission and requires approval of at least two
commissioners to access the funds. Also, as was stated in our last budget testimony in August of last year, the
commission has implemented a financial management system that provides for the timely entering of invoices, billings,
and payments issued by the commission.

The FMS system is overseen by the Commission's Chairman and Chief Executive Officer and executed by our Executive
Director and Executive Assistant. The Commission has established quarterly payments to the account of the Division of
Game and Enforcement, DGE. These payments represent the DGE's 20% share of fees collected in our office via credit
card payments and deposited to the Commission's operating account at Banco Popular. The commission is current in
those payments to the DGE with the latest payment being made this past July for the third quarter of the fiscal year. The
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commission has no outstanding past due invoices and our only outstanding payments are for current goods and services
procured over the immediately preceding month. However, due to questionable transactions of a past chairman, the
commission isliable to repay to the youth programs fund a total of $39,878 improperly spent from the fund. In addition,
the commission is also making payments to Banco Popular on a credit card that was issued to the commission with that
same former chairman as an authorized user. The balance amounts to $47,740 with scheduled monthly payment of
$1,141 deducted from the commission's operating account.

The commission islocated at number 3005 Estate, Orange Grove, Christenstead, St. Croix. The building isleased from
the Government Employees Retirement System, GRS, and consists of approximately 4,667 square feet of gross |easable
area. The commission remains current with our rental obligations to the GRS. The commission and the GRS concluded
negotiations on the renewal of a new lease agreement, which was executed by the Commission on September 27, 2021
and by the GRS on October 5, 2021, for aterm of one year, expiring on October 4, 2022.

Thereis an option to renew for an additional term of one year. The Commission has notified the GRS of itsintention to
exercise the option as required in the lease agreement. The Commission and the Division of Gaming Enforcement, under
the very capable leadership of Attorney R. Oliver David, Director, have successfully addressed a backlog of applications
that dated back to March of 2019, some 121 of them. However, this situation remains tenuous at best, as Director David
continues to remind the Commission of the need for additional staffing to avoid delaysin conducting the necessary
background checks and investigations of applicants for licenses. The commission issued licenses that included both new
and renewal for all categoriesto include casino employees, casino key employees, gaming related entities, and non
gaming related entities. The table below shows a comparison of licensesissued by the commission for fiscal year 2021
and thus far for the current fiscal year.

A color-coded ID system for the issuance of all categories of work permits was implemented by the Commission a couple
of years ago. The system addresses all employees licensed by the Commission, casino inspectors of the Commission, and
office staff of the Commission. The ID includes a photo of the employee and an expiration date, and it must be visibly
worn by al employees while on duty. The color codes are casino key employees light blue, casino employees orange,
hotel employees white, casino inspectors red, commission staff and commissioners dark blue. The commission's
inspectors, specia assistant for licensing and compliance, and commissioners have also been issued appropriate badges
that align with their respective duties. As expressed last year at our budget hearing, the commission thanks this body for
adopting in the recommended amendments to the Internet Gaming and Gambling Law of the Virgin Islands, 32 VI Code
Section 21, Article Roman Numeral 14.

It isthe intent of the commission to implement the provisions of this act. Thislaw has been on the books for close to 20
years and has never been fully implemented despite previous attempts to do so. The commission has engaged the services
of acontractor, industry-renowned Gaming L aboratories International, or GL1, to review the current law and rules and
regulations which must be updated to reflect the current environment of the industry, with the new technological changes
and current processes that have evolved since the enactment of our statutes. The Commission will submit any
recommended revisions or amendments of the laws to this body for its consideration. Major concerns. The Commission is
concerned with alack of full staffing resources for the Division of Game and Enforcement to meet its mandates. The
DGE isacritical component in assisting the Commission to fulfill its regulatory obligations. As mentioned before, the
previous backlog of applications was addressed, but it isin serious jeopardy reverting to the previous condition if DGE is
not fully staffed. Although not a part of the Commission's budget, the Commission is advocating on behalf of the DGE
that the legislature fund the necessary positions to assist the DGE to perform its duties in a more efficient manner and
ensure the continuous revenue flow to the government of the Virgin Islands. The Commission does not have afull
complement of Commissioners, as there is avacancy for aCommissioner from the St. Croix District. On April 20th,
2022, the term of former Commissioner UCR Richards expired and | take this opportunity now on behalf of the
Commission to publicly thank Commissioner

Richards for his service and we do indeed wish him well. The Governor has been apprised of this situation on several
occasions and we await his action on this very serious concern. The Governor, to his credit, did appoint, and this body did
confirm on March 24, 2022, an individual from the St. Thomas St. John District in the person of our Vice Chair,
Commissioner Carolyn P. Herman Purcell, who filled the vacancy that existed following the resignation of former
Commissioner Stacy Bourne. Another major concern isthe lack of along-term lease at our current location.

The commission is currently leasing space from the Government Employees Retirement System, GRS, as previously
mentioned, and we are unsure if our one-year lease will be renewed, as we requested to the GRS in our notice that we
wish to exercise that option in our current lease. If the commission were to be displaced, thiswould be very problematic,
since the commission does not currently have funding to purchase or construct its own building, which would be the best
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option in our considered opinion. Finally, the commission has requested funding for two positions, an in-house legal
counsel and an I T support specialist or lead. In regard to the legal counsel, 32 VI code sections 408D and 412G mandate
the commission to hire legal counsel, And that, ideally, such counsel, quote, shall devote his or her entire time and
attention to his or her duties and shall not pursue any other business or occupation or other gainful employment, end of
quote. With any other business or occupation, I'm sorry, with the myriad of issues, including the review of the gaming
and gambling laws that require the commission's constant attention, an in-house legal counsel would provide the
Commission with an important resource and allow the Commission to have ready accessto legal services and guidancein
fulfilling its statutory mandates. Regarding the I T support specialists, the Commission isin the process of updating its IT
infrastructure to include the replacement of servers, computers, scanners, and camera systems. As technology is
constantly changing, there is aneed to remain vigilant of the changing environment and keeping pace will be challenging
without having such requisite expertise on staff.

| would be remissif, on behalf of the Commission, | did not express our thanks and gratitude to this body, particularly
you, Mr. Chairman, and Madam Vice Chair, Senate President Fred Gregory for following up on your promise to assist
the Commission with funding for our which funding was included in bill number 34-0226, now act number 8590. Thank
you so very much. Our thanks and appreciation as well to Governor Bryan for signing the measure into law.

Mr. Chairman, this concludes the testimony of the Virgin Islands Casino Control Commission relative to its fiscal year
2023 budget. The representatives of the Commission stand ready to respond to all questions you and the members of this
body may have to the best of our ability. Thank you. Thank you so much for your testimony. Colleagues, you're going to
go directly into a five-minute round, beginning with Senator Marvin Blyden. Y ou're recognized. Thank you so much, Mr.
Chair, and good afternoon, Commissioner Pickering, and thank you so much for your testimony. um you spoke to um mr
richards on resignation and do you see you still have one vacancy when it comes to commissioner correct that is correct
uh somebody close this door please senator joseph your mic is on yeah okay very well um in respect to the commission
how many how many other vacancies do you have because i know you spoke to um your challenges with enforcement
how many more vacancies do you have from an agency in addition to the vacant commissioner position we have two
more uh vacancies which we are asking our funding for that's for an in-house legal counsel and an i.t support specialist
you spoke to the in-house legal counsel and the job description in terms of them not being able to have any other jobs etc
what what funding are we looking at in terms of um salary for that individual what's the number i'm sorry uh we're
looking in arange from uh between 80 to a hundred thousand dollars and i i so you think that that would be not to um
retain someone where they cannot have any other jobs in that area yes that's what's specified in the statute correct and and
what are you paying for legal services right now um do you have that on contract what that amount you extend at this
time on aregular basis uh we i believe that uh currently so far thisfiscal year we have paid about 85 000 for for legal
services okay okay so it will fall within the range i'm sorry that is through um through july of uh this fiscal year okay
very roughly will fall within the same um amount of what you're paying out on contract okay let me ask um asoin
respect to your inspectors or when it comes to enforcement how how critical of arole they play as an agency and what
areyou doing in that respect asi stated uh the uh inspectors are the eyes and

ears of the commission they are on the casino floors and they are there to to make sure that the rules are being observed
and any patron complaints are to be submitted to them to be referred to the commission. And the 172,000 that you are
requesting above last fiscal year, isthat to fill those vacancies? That is correct, that is correct, Senator.

and and that will cover it because you're looking for alegal um an attorney or also um inspector is enough for that for
those two areas along with benefitsi'm sorry the um the request is for a hundred and sixty two thousand dollars a hundred
thousand up to a hundred thousand for for legal counsel and 62 000 for an i.t support specialist no inspectors okay very
well thanks for the clarification um you spoke also and you mentioned in terms of uh the your job responsibility in terms
of uh doing inspections to other areas as you spoke to and you said you spoke to um usin the past in that respect uh with
that extra responsibility do you have the capacity right now asisto fulfill that mission i didn't get um your your uh
previous statement i just heard the last question could you repeat that please you spoke in your testimony as to um uh
when we had the bill with the um horse racing but you spoke to um what you feel you guys should be doing in terms of
um inspection etc and and i i'm asking you with um the current staff you have do you have the capacity to do those extra
um inspections etc and enforcement of those other machines the um inspection of uh gaming machines uh senator uh
that's the response that's the responsibility aswell or the prime responsibility of the uh division of gaming enforcement
they are the ones that um that would would conduct and audit audit the machines uh and as i mentioned

They are somewhat on the staff, | believe that the director was asking for two positions that would enable them to
perform the requisite duties, you know, of what they charge with, the responsibilities, the character responsibilities that
they charge with. Time. In closing, Mr. Chair, | know that you do not have any outstanding vendor payments. |
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appreciate that, and you do not have no other outstanding obligation, is that correct? Well, | did mention that in terms of
our goods and services, no, we do not have any outstanding invoices except for what was procured in the immediately
preceding month, but | did mention that um we do have obligations to the um arepayment of some uh 39 000 to the
youth programs fund because those funds you know under a prior commission uh some those funds were improperly
spent and uh regarding the youth the youth programs and also a credit card obligation also from the previous commission
and are you up to date with your experience agreements are Are you up to date with a repayment agreement? I'm sorry?

Areyou up to date with arepayment agreement, the schedule? Are you up to date on your payments when it comes to the
agreement? Well, yes, we are, but there was no formal agreement. The money was owed, and the bank decided to deduct
it from the account. They were improperly deducting it from the youth programs account, which we had them stop and
transfer those deductions to the operating account. How much do they deduct on amonthly basis? $1,141.

Okay, thank you so much. Thank you, Mr. Chair, for the leniency. Thank you for your responses. Thank you, Senator
Blyden. Page 5 of 9 of the post-addit report. The figures that we have there reflect the period of October 1st, 2021 to
March 31st, 2022. Do you have more actuals? More recent figures? Yes, sir. Can you tell me what is the GBI payroll
contribution? Through the second quarter, | believe that amount is $934,913.77. Retail again, $934,913.77, and that's
total payroll contributions, base salaries, and fringe benefits to the third quarter through the third quarter okay and the
payroll is paid from the general fund that is correct senator so your numbers are off in terms of what you're projecting for
this upcoming year you projected 900 and 995 you projected but 995,700 you're already at that number with the third
quarter not exactly um for some strange reason and i don't know what what it is they are they are budget has all has
always only shown the base salaries and not including fringe but fringe the fringe benefits are paid okay and that's my
point right so my point isisthat if you look at even what you have here six hundred forty six thousand you double that i
mean that that's almost 1.3 million that's 1.29 yes so the the fringe and the payroll comes out of the general fund out of
the government but we for whatever reason it usually only show the payroll and not the fringe correct so your acts should
not be 995 your acts should be

actually 995 plus 428 actually 1.4 million dollars correct but i was just being consistent with how the budget is being
presented but we want to just make sure we do it right so we know because what what has happened for years and we
tried to correct it um last year when we increased the amount because before you again what um 466 000 but we realized
before you were there They only gained almost $500,000, but we realized that the government was responsible for the
payroll and was actually paying more. But the numbers were always wrong. So we tried to correct it last year, but now
we realize that fringe wasn't included, so we need to correct it this year and moveit to the 1.4 so that we could clearly
reflect what is coming out of the general fund. And the cost of operating the commission. Correct. And in our budget
submission, Senator, we did, in the projections, we did include those fringe costs. Okay, so we are going to, colleagues
have to make that change. If we don't, then it's still coming out. So we just need to show what we're actually paying based
on the number of employees that we have at the casino commission. Senator DeGraff.

56, 13. uh thank you mr chair good afternoon colleagues good afternoon testifiers uh i will start right there because i was
going to talk about that uh you had 13 employees presently you have 13. uh we have uh and no vacancies with 13. then
you added two positions you said we have 12 with three vacancies 12 with three yes okay because you had a was your
budget was 833 7 in 22 that is correct okay so that that's what based on the post had a report of 22 that's with 13
employees now you add a commissioner legal counsel special assistant and another casino inspector at 48 200 vacancy
okay uh at the time that we submitted uh our proposal the there was in fact a vacancy for an inspector that that had
resigned in between when we submitted the proposal or the projections we rehired that inspector so the vacancies the
vacancy is vacancies are up to have been reduced to three. The commissioner, vacant commissioner from the St. Croix
district and the in-house legal counsel and the I T support specialist. Okay, so your act should be 1.1 and then personal
and then fringe take you to the 1.4? That is correct. The 1.2 in the work. Okay, so now are there any wage increases or
anything looking at for the employees uh no sir not at this time not this time okay okay because yeah so that that threw
me off too when it came to the personnel now um for the property what are you paying to sun self-storage uh we do not
uh we uh We do not currently have storage with some self-storage.

I think that was discontinued sometime last year. Isthat correct, Mr. Costa? Yes, of May 31st, 2021. Okay. Okay, and
then | noticed also you have two vehicles, 2010 and a 2011. Are they still in good operational ? We disposed of the 2010
vehicle, and we acquired a 2022 Ford Explorer. So we have that, and then we have the 2011 Ford Explorer.

Two minutes. What's the condition of the 2011 Explorer? Let me say that we need another one. Okay. Well, that's fair.
It'sfair. It'sfair. That's where your head acts, and again, it's for your, okay, because you have two vehicles, you have
three personnel, three inspectors, or it'stwo? Y eah, you have three inspectors. We have, is that five? Five inspectors. Five
inspectors?
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Yes. Okay, so with five inspectors and one-and-a-half vehicles, so at least a vehicle should be asked to give you at least
three, minimal. Currently, the commission does not assign vehicles to the inspectors. They use the personal vehicles.
Okay, so to make the inspectors, okay, so | got you on that. but again for liability issues at least is there if it becomes an
issue yes okay good good good okay so then um so you don't pay the |ease okay now for the lease with um grs they
mentioned somebody they stopped doing afive-year lease so it's strictly just ayear to year and if you don't renew your
are you have any placein mind to move to presently not at the moment senator um but asi said it isa concern and it's
something that we really have to um prioritize uh if in fact we don't get uh that that uh term the term of release extended
uh going forward then you know we really have to to make an effort to to see if we could uh find another location okay
and you will be allowed a month-to-month extension not per city year but at least a month-to-month while you search or
was any conversation done in regards to that uh no conversation was done uh in regard to that uh uh right now but uh in
the past that's that's what it was prior to us signing the um the uh new lease uh last year that was uh the um their terms uh
month to month um until we

had secured a new lease okay and finally for me mr chair um then you would budget how would you budget in terms of
rent would you have it budgeted for at least six monthsto ayear Well, we currently budgeted, have budgeted $84,000
annually for rent payments. Okay. Going forward for the next year. Well, what we currently have. What we currently
have.

And it would cover an extension. | just want to make it clear. No, we currently have alease that expires in October of this
year. We have requested-we have exercised our option for one additional year, so that will cover it. Okay, good. Thank you.
Thank you for the time, Mr. Chair. Thank you, Senator DeGraff. The amount that I'm coming up with for the ask, CEO
Pickering, is $1,423,800. That is correct.

Okay. That includes personnel and fringe and includes the additional, well, the commission, the vacant commissioner
position, the vacant for the new legal counsel. And you had one more position that you were asking for IT something? IT
support specidlist. IT support specialist. And that number is correct. 1,423,800. Okay. Perfect. Senator Saro.

Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and good afternoon. Judge Purcell, how are you? I'm well, Senator. How are you
acclimating to the role? I'm acclimating very well with the assistant of Mr. Pickering and the executive staff, but it'salot.
I'm learning so much. | mean, you're never too old to learn. Y ou spent time on the bench. I'm glad you told me that. I'm
never too old to. Continuing learnings, you're getting alittle CLE in casino.

Okay, that's good. Mr. Pickering, your fringe is at 46% or 48% calculated to total at 1.4%. Sorry? Y our fringe. You're
calculating your fringe for your personnel at what, 46% or 48%7? 46%, | believe. 46%? Y eah. Okay. Now, just briefly on
your testimony on page 6, you highlighted the Act 8577, and you indicated that it really causes some critical programsto
be defunded. So what's your suggestion for that, that we change the percentage or that we just repeal? What's your
suggestion? Well, we certainly appreciate our appropriation being increased from the 10% to 25%.

So there will have to be another funding source, preferably not from the casino revenue fund. Y ou want your money. But
there will have to be another funding source to fund those programs. to fund those programs. Okay. So you're okay with
the increase in your funding and your recommendation as we find new funding so as for JAG and the other programs?

Y es, Senator. Okay.

Nice to see you fighting for your funds. Now quickly, operating supplies based on a post-saddy report. Y ou don't have
any, you didn't have any last year. Is that correct? Page four of nine posts at it. Operating supplies. There's a dash. Oh.
You didn't need any, you didn't use any funding for operating supplies last year? No, thisis, uh. Isthat because you had
the FEMA funding, that's why it was, that's why that is zeroed? No, no, um, at the time, thisis from, uh, that uh column
you'relooking at isthe actual i believe yeah that's the actual and up up to that point um there were none so up to march
you didn't it was zero right okay let's let's go to your travel aswell that'sis that adequate is that accurate sorry the 38 000
and 12 000 probably not was the correct through through May of of thisfiscal year We had atravel expense of $44,442,
and training, which will be combined with training and conference dues, of another $6,523.

So in those categories, you need us to bump you up, then? Sorry? In those two categories, you need usto really bump you
up? One minute. Those expenses are not funded by the general fund. It's not funded by the general fund, correct, but.
These come from the operating, from the. From the revenues. Revenues, the other revenues, the revolving fund primarily
that we use for operation expenses. Okay, so you're not going to, based on your expenses, you don't exceed anything,
right?

No, no, we have not. | don't project that we'll get through the rest of the fiscal year past what was budgeted for last fiscal
year. For thisfiscal year, rather. Okay. And then before my time is called, let's talk about your electricity. What are you,
what's your projection for electricity? Because I'm seeing every agency, whether they're semi-autonomous, autonomous,
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or government, the cost for power is budgeted lessin ayear of inflation. Uh, our electricity costs time.

Y our projection is 25, right? Um, last year it was 21. But is this, | just wanted to, to, to ask if your projection iswithin the
correct ballpark. Yes, based on, you know, based on, you know, our prior spending and given some expectation of an
increase, yes, we suspect that we, | think we budgeted higher than we did in the prior fiscal year. Mr. Chair, just one more
question. | don't know if it was said in the testimony, if | missed it. Y ou had any audits conducted recently?

No, we have not, but it is our intention that, according to the mandates of the law, we are to have an audit of the revolving
fund each year, and | plan to do so at the end of thisfiscal year. Okay. Good. Looking forward to that. Thank you, Mr.
Chair, for the time. Thank you, Senator Saro. Senator Carla Joseph.

A pleasant good day, Commissioner, and also Mr. Chairman and colleagues. Commissioner, | want to really thank you so
much for all the hard work you do. | really appreciate work that you have done and given funding to the, | think it wasa
JAG program, | recall the Department of Labor mentioned how you were able to pay a number of young people who
participated in the JAG program during their internship or their hands-on training, on-the-job training. and | really want
to commend you and the Commission members for taking a strong position to support workforce development in the
Virgin Islands. | really deeply appreciate that. But | do have a concern, and you raised it before, you talked about it,
regarding these same youth programs.

I noted on page 13, follow me, to page 13, that you indicated that due to a previous chairman, the commission isliable to
repay the youth program fund atotal of thirty nine thousand eight hundred and seventy eight dollars that were improperly
spent from the fund and in addition you also have to make payments to banco popular on a credit card that was issued to
the commission from that same former chairman of $47,740. And you're making monthly payments of $1,141 from your
operating account. So do you have sufficient money in your operating account to pay that down? Because if you make it
monthly, that's going to take you at about a significant in time, over three years, maybe three, four years to pay that off.

Well, you know, we're hoping that they would have that funding to make those payments. With the increase in our
appropriations from the revenue fund, we will make every attempt to do so. But you're correct. If the if the funding
allows, you know, we we could accel erate those payments because it's particularly with the credit cards, with the credit
card payments, you know, it'sit's interest is being charged. So it'd be to our benefit to to quickly pay that off.

where in your budget do you have it listed in your projected budget those costs because i'm trying to find out in the
budget that you put together how you are absorbing it and if it'sin your accounts payable or receivable where do you
have it listed that that's an outstanding cost that you need to pay it is a payable um two minutes that that is shown on our
uh balance sheet or our statement of net position uh and um those uh those payments are not if i remember correctly are
not uh shown on the budget as an ex as an expense it's not shown on the budget no it's not for mei like to see those things
in on the budget because it gives us a good idea of what is outstanding do you project that you're going to be able to

accel erate the payments given that you've given uh gotten an increase in your amount that you're going to receive based
on the act your percentage that is our expectation senator yes Okay, great. Now, | wanted to ask you regarding your
insurance coverage. |s the insurance coverage you have only for the automobiles because you don't own any buildings?

no that uh the insurance uh is for the uh which is required by our landlord and it's a commercial general liability
insurance the uh government to my knowledge doesn't have insurance on the um uh on the vehicle i could be wrong but
uh no okay that's one of the things we have to ook into because you are a commission you need to have your own
insurance one of the other commissions that came before us they have their own insurance and a vehicle uh so that you
are covered and so i would recommend that you include that um and really that's really part of what we need to be doing
in government especially with the vehicle insurance because then how would these persons get their money if or who is
injured who does the liability goesto well it is you know we are an independent agency of the executive branch yesso i
suspect that it would fall to the to the government you are independent agency you said the key word yes okay so you
should have your own vehicle insurance Okay, Mr. Chairman, thank you so much. | really appreciate your leeway.

Thank you, Senator Joseph, Senator Fred Gregory. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and good afternoon to the Casino Commission
leadership. Good afternoon, Tredo. i believe the questions were exhausted but i still want to go back to so senator your
camerais off oh i'm sorry noit's on you can't see me no it's on let me turn it off is thisthe let me turn it off and turn it
back on and see if it come on can you see me now oh yes go ahead okay all right thank you so that's me my time starts
again right thank you for that um so let me just ask because most of the budget questions are pretty much exhausted uh
but you know the question the elephant in the room is we've been at this for a number of years well over what isit 20
years some 20 years right Are there any discussions about any new casinos coming into the island district of St. Croix?

| think it's an important question. And, you know, in the intent of the legislation was to ensure that at some point, the
Casino Control Commission would be able to stand on its own. it is an independent entity and 20 years later we're still
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having a 1.4 million dollar um obligation to the government so talk to me about you know what are we really doing here
asweasi understand it uh senator the commission is aregulatory body um the The function of promoting casinos that
was mandated to the Department of Tourism.

We regulate the casinos, going out and advertising a promotion and all that stuff lies with a different agency. Okay, so we
need to ask them, but I think | coined the question wrong. | was supposed to ask you, are you aware of any
developments? That was the question | really needed to ask. Isit just yes or no? If it'sano, it'sano. No, | am not. Okay.
So let's talk about your licensing and permitting fees. When was the last time they were updated? Right now, we have
with the Office of the Attorney General and what's that division um uh solicitor this letter general pamelatemper yes uh
we have um the uh rules and regulations uh being reviewed for for uh promulgation we um we updated those uh believe
uh ayear ayear or two ago but no reg no regulations were were issued at the time so fees fees yes speaking about fees
freezei'm sorry i'm sorry freeze you're correct freeze okay so that those were inclusive of an update uh yes yes yes okay
so if you are seeing an update based on your your your um based on your profit loss statement if you will um are you
seeing any residuals at the end of the fiscal years. And I'm asking that question because if we are seeing an overage on
the general fund side, then that money should be flowing back up into the GE to cover

any excess expenses or excess amounts that are outside of the budgeted amount. Two minutes. the um i think it's page
nine of the uh post audit um it shows that there was a um 203 000 surplusif you will for for fiscal year 2021 of 203 276
dollars When was your last audit, though? Because your audit has to show what the true numbers are. So when was your
last audit for the commission? The last audit | know of the commission is what the inspector general performed afew
years ago.

So as an independent agency, you are aware that you should have financial audits on an annual basis, correct? that is
correct and which i stated before we we intend to do that after this fiscal year okay so you're not you see you haven't done
an actual financial audit for fy 2021 or 20 outside of the inspector general i'm not talking about the ig artistsi'm talking
about financial auditsthat is correct none was done okay so you shouldn't wait until after the fiscal year that should be
something that's occurring as we speak as you came on as the um as amember of the the casino commission um that's
your background audits have to be done uh that's a must how can we have you said it's an independent entity there's no
artists financia artists being conducted how do we even know any of thisthat'sin front of usis accurate if we have no
financial others that's being conducted you must understand uh senator that the financial records of the casino control
commission were in total disarray prior to my coming on and prior to um uh commissioner richards and those records let
me just let me wrap up let me wrap up because my timeis going to be called that does not prevent the casino control
commission from conducting let's not get mixed up between inspector genera audits and the responsibility of financial
audits.

If you conduct your financial audits, then you have an opportunity to see exactly where the entity is and where it should
be going. If you have not conducted any financial audits, then you truly don't have a picture of the organization,
regardless of al the other things that occurred outside of ... That was not good. Let me just leave that right there. So, you
know, asthelead, | believe that you know that that should be something that should be occurring. Normally, asyou
know, when you audit, you want to audit at least two years.

We now have two full years. We will now have two full years of accurate financial information. And as| stated to
question or comment earlier, that it is my intention that at the end of thisfiscal year, fiscal 2022, we would solicit bids for
an audit of the funds as mandated by law. Okay, my time has been calls. Are you saying 2020 and 2021 and 2022?

21 and 22, that's correct. So then you should have aready started a 2021 audit. That's basically what I'm saying. okay
thank you for the time mr. chair thank you thank you senator Fred Gregory Santa Gittins thank you mr. chair and good
afternoon to all good afternoon Shaka welcome your honor we still call you your honor yesterday we We had Ms.
Hellman. Now today we got Ms. Hellman again.

Commissioner, how often does the commission meet? At least quarterly. And when you say quarterly, when are those
dates? We don't have any set dates. We set aside different months each quarter. We project out. Bless you. We project on
when we'll meet, but we don't have a set date as to when we would... When was the last time the commission met?

That was when. We met sometime... Please put your name and title on the record before you respond. Selma
Deterville-La Costa. We met in May. What's your title? Selma Deterville-La Costa, Executive Director. I'm sorry,
Senator. Okay. Go ahead. When was the | ast time the commission met? June we had a commission meeting June of this
year yes sir and what was the last time prior to that April April okay so when is your next meeting it's scheduled for
October October good so we're well on the road do we have a full commission at this time no we do not how many
members do you have currently two Two?
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Yes. And it's a three-member commission. We have two currently. Two members currently. So when you mest, it's just
both of you? Yes. So we're still down to one and a half casinos still in the territory? Asfar as | know, we have two. What
are we doing to attract any casinos to the territory, if any?

The commission is not doing anything to attract casinos because that is not the commission's responsibility. Strike that.
Okay. Are you aware of any casinos interested in coming to the territory? No, | am not. All right. And like | said, | mean,
you call it two, but | call it one and a half. You regulate at least one and a half casino in the territory, correct? On the
island of St. Croix in particular, which is the casino district, correct? That is correct.

Areyou in aposition to tell me the economic impact to thisterritory asit relates to employment and or local spending?
One second. Senator Gettin. Senator Fred Gregory, please, on mutual device. Go ahead. Y ou may proceed. Yes. Do |
need to repeat that?

No, no, no. | think | have it. Y ou want to know what the economic impact of the casinosisin the territory. In terms of
total spend, goods and services procured by the boat casinosin fiscal year 21 or calendar year 2021. Two minutes. Total
spend was about $24 million. That's what's spent by the casinos in terms of goods and services and whatever other
expenditures they may have. Isthat locally?

Total spend, some of it may not be local, but in terms of total spend, according to their reports, thisiswhat they spent in
2021. So far, up to the second quarter of thisyear, it was about $10 million in terms of total spend. Now, in terms of the
employment, | believe you asked that, so far in 2022, both casinos have about alittle under 300 employees.

And in terms of salaries, they have paid about $4.5 million. If we go back to 2021, that total payroll for casinos was about
$7.4 million with alittle under 250 employees. Do you think that drop is due to the pandemic? Yes, sir. Absolutely. Do
you suspect that it will increase once again? Yes. The trend | was seeing, based on the second quarter, athough the
casinos are, in fact, having a difficult time with attracting employees, which isa globa problem, quite frankly, We do
expect that that would increase. At our last meeting, the folks from DV had indicated that they were employing some, |
don't want to call it innovative, but some additional efforts to attract employees to the territory.

There'sadivision, may | conclude here, Mr. Chair? Yes, you may. There's adivision of gaming enforcement under your
entity. Isthis position filled by a director? And what is the, how many employees within there? What's the positions?
Gaming enforcement is under the Department of Justice. They work directly with you, correct? Y es, but their budget is
under Department of Justice.

| understand. I's there a gaming enforcement director? Yes. Attorney R. Oliver David is the director. Okay. And how
many people are assigned to that office? | believe he has four, including himself. Four, including himself. And what's the
position titles? Oh, gaming technician, researcher, and researchers.

So who do the inspectors work for? The inspectors work for the commission. For the commission? Y es. How many
inspectors do you have? Five. And that's actual positions, not just none of them are vacant? There are bodies in them, yes,
five. Okay.

Bodiesin the positions. Okay, great. Time has been called, so I'll put the pin there. Thank you for your responses. Thank
you, Mr. Chair, for the latitude. Thank you so much, Senator Gittens. We actually just funded those positions for gaming
enforcement last cycle, last budget cycle, where they requested some additional positions, so we're able to fund that. So |
think they're fully funded now to be able to fully operate and deal with all concernsin reference to gaming. Senator
Carrion? Y es, Senator Gettins.

Thank you for that reminder as well. And when we had the Department of Justice, | failed to ask about the Division of
Gaming Enforcement, but I'll be doing follow-up on that because, again, enforcement is crucia with thisindustry in the
territory, and we can't afford for it to get out of whack because I'm already trying to talk with you all to see how we could
best approach this one gaming entity in the territory. bingo uh wherever lottery wherever it is we should be looking at one
gaming uh industry thank you uh mr chair thank you and i i totally agree with that um lottery racino simulcasting casino
gaming vit's everything should fall under one entity what i say office of gaming and alot of states have moved in that
direction and they have one entity that oversees everything and then you could have alottery office underneath and other
entities. | think we need to move in that direction. | wanted to ask George Purcell, and I'll call you George because you
earned that. What is your view on casino gaming on the island of St. Thomas St John, in the island districtsin St. Thomas
St John? It's not a budgetary question, but it could become a budgetary No, it's not a budgetary question.

It will generate revenues, so it could become quite a budgetary measure. It'sapolicy question. Itis. And | don't believe
it'sapolicy question, and I'm not prepared to address that at this point, Senator Veilley. | don't believe I've been under
Commission long enough. I'm still trying to understand. I've not even hit my six-month probationary period. So maybe a
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little later in my term, | could then be more informed, more knowledgeable to address that.

I think it's something that we need to begin to think about overall for the Virgin Islands as to exactly what direction we
want to move in. Definitely we know that St. Thomas probably have five times the amount of tourists that come to St.
Croix. and gaming originally was one of the mechanism to get the off island money to be able to gamble and stay on the
island so the best place to get off island money is the island where the bulk of the tourists go to on aregular basis so it's
something that we need to discuss | think somebody has a measure in reference to that so hopefully we'll see whether or
not it comes to the floor and whether or not we could have a discussion as to whether or not it makes sense if your league
If our concert was here, | would ask the question as to whether or not the contract with Southline Gaming would prohibit
casino gaming in St. Thomas. Y eah, that's a good question.

And that's why, you know, I've heard this discussion before about placing all the gaming activities under one entity and |
think that it deserves some careful study before and if that's gonna be a proposal as a study would be a prerequisite to
having that having that done we had alook at the pros and cons and you were right because I'm thinking about you know
I was thinking about that you know with how it's constituted now you know here we have the casino district of St. Croix
and then there was recent 8477 which extended that the contract and you know how would that work you know given
what the casino casino's authority is right now vis-a-vis what's happening in St. Thomas and John district okay I'm asked
that question because you had a discussion with mr. Jacobs or lottery in reference a situation and he said that they had
referred the situation to the division of gaming enforcement under the AG so right there you can see where it really
overlaps so I'm saying hey we need to just refineit | think when we when the bills were originally originally offered it
was for casino gaming on St. Croix for X amount ayear so this could exclusive and we could lure hotel development but
it's been like 30 years now so it's atotally different realm and we need to see what direction we're going to movein
senator gittins point of inquiry point of inquiry direct uh commissioner uh have there been any uh discussions uh with the
chief executivein filling that uh third vacancy uh within the commission uh yes the uh the governor has been uh notified
you know unless uh you know and at least uh two or three occasions and uh he has indicated that he's working on it but
you know we we still await his

how long has this uh vacancy been open this uh current vacancy since april of 20 april of this year april of thisyear yes
however uh when was the um when was that uh term up that person was serving until uh the new commissioner camein
but when was that term up Histerm was up, | believe it was December 14th of 2021, but the law allows...

21, correct. So what I'm saying is, although he just left in April, we know that there was a vacancy from before, when he
was leaving in December of 21. So hopefully we will have someone named to the position soon. | certainly hope so.
Thank you. Thank you Senator. Thank you Mr. Chair and good good afternoon to the Virgin Islands casino control
Commission team and certainly you welcome the new Commissioner judge welcome on welcome on board let me ask
both commissioners what challenges have it financial or otherwise have you faced or encounter since you've been
appointed as commissioners to both has been um i've seen had no challenges in the time i've been there since march 24.
um everybody has been it's been pretty smooth sailing for me so far so um yeah i'm glad to hear that i guess you've been
also recently appointed yes yesin march yeah umi can't say that i'm recently appointed i was appointed in late 2020 but
but my uh my number one challenge you know was always um the financial reporting you know based on the Inspector
General reports and, you know, it'swell publicized, you know, what happened. So that challenge was addressed, first of
all, to have the proper financial reporting with proper financial statements, transparency in terms of they should never be,
you know, in this commission and they won't be, you know,

my leadership where only one person knows the finances of the of the Commission you know the commissioner receives
copies of the financial statements multi-financial statements the executive staff receive receive receives copies of the
financial statementsyou know we as | indicated in my testimony the the Division of Game and Enforcement the Attorney
General they receive copies of their financial statements with the proper documentation. So there is full transparency, and
we are going to continue to maintain that. One of the other challenges that we had was in terms of the I T infrastructure of
the commission, which we are working on.

And again, my thanks and appreciation to this body for funding, for providing funding for IT upgrades. And so other than
those, you know, we are moving right along. And based on those findings, of course, we all know from the IG, what have
you implemented? What procedures or policies have you implemented to kind of correct some of the problems? | know
you mentioned some of the things about sharing the financia reports, transparency, but are there anything, any
regulations that you have established? And prior to my coming on board, those audit findings were addressed by the prior
commission and commissioners. For example, two signatures are required on checks being issued, access to the online
cash transfer, which is called web cash management. There must be two commissioners, commissioners and not staff, but
two commissioners that would approve any transfers, electronic transfers such asthat.
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1: 24: 47 And then, again, not to be redundant or repetitive, the sharing of the financial information. Financia reports. Yes. Very
well. In the post audit report, page 4, exhibit number 1, you have their professional services. And budgeted for FY 22, you
have $225,000. up to March 31st of this current year, it seems like you have expended $83,313. But when | go to exhibit
number 8 on page 9, that gives a breakdown of professional services and contracts.

1: 25: 34 Also, actuals up to March 31st, thetotal | see hereis 63,742 | don't know if it's been asked before because | did step out
can you kindly maybe explain the difference can you repeat those pages against the senator post audit report page 4 page
4 professional services okay 83,313 then when you go to exhibit 8 page 9 on the professional services contract where you
have to break down 663,742 so this there's a difference between what's reported on page 4 and the breakdown detailing
professional services contract on page 9 | am not sure if on page and it looks like on page on page 4 they might be
looking to seeif there were other um you do have some areas that are in blank on page nine uh there's no amount given
for ronald w balfon esquireit'sin blank there's nothing for gaming laboratories is that's also in blank so I'm not sure if
you're missing some figures here for mr. David IT servicesthat'saso in blank in terms of

1:27: 25 attorney Belfond he's he was recently contracted to perform independent hearing officer duties has any payments been
given to no payments have been No payments. Okay. And gaming laboratories, any payments thus far? No payments. No
payments to gaming laboratories. They have not completed their... The IT, Mr. David, any payments for FY 227

1:27: 57 Did we pay anything to David? One that we have with professional fees? Yes. Let me seeif well find that for you. | don't
believe we made any... | have this. Nothing was paid to David in this fiscal year, Senator.

1:28: 41 Okay, so there's approximately almost a $20,000 difference here, $19,571. Yes, | cannot explain why the post-audit
amount is higher than what we reported through March. But if you'd like, you know, | would do an analysis of that and
submit that information to you later. Yes, please. So do you believe that you'll expend the $225,000 that's been budgeted
for FY 22 for professional services?

1:29: 26 Not so far. We spent... What are your actuals to date? Y ou have your most recent actuals for June? Y eah, through August
5th, we have expended $124,000 in our professional fees. Very well. And lastly, if | may, Mr. Chair, | know my time has
been called. If you could provide some information regarding to the youth program account, what isit used for and what
was the purpose for the disbursement of $340,940?

1:29: 58 That was amongst paid to the Department of Labor to support the Jobs for America youth programs. They submit to us,
the law requires that we provide 50% of their budget for that program. So that was paid directly to the Department of
Labor and to support that program. | know that it's after school programs, it's training for youth programs, for jobs, etc.,
etc.

1:30: 34 Y ou know, but we don't control that. We just submit the funding as requested to the Department of Labor. Got you.
Thank you very much to both of you commissioners and to the Executive Director for the work you all are doing. Thank
you, Mr. Chair, for the time. Thank you. Thank you so much, Senator Carriong, CEO of Pickering. So, Pickering, I'm
going to alow you to put a closing statement on the record. | think we have exhausted all of our questions. I'll allow you
to close at this point. Okay, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and to all the honourable members of this body for the
opportunity to present to the Committee on Finance the Casino Controls Fiscal Y ear 2023 budget.

1:31:12 It is our fervent hope that you and the members of this body could favourably consider our requests for the added
positions that are necessary to enhance the operations of the Commission. | wish to thank my colleague, Commissioner
Herman Purcell, for assistance, guidance and input during this budget preparation process. And last but certainly not
least, I'd like to thank the staff of the Casino Control Commissio