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Estate Carolina lies five miles east of Cruz Bay on St. John. It is significant
for the ruins of its early 18th Century sugar plantation, which are among the earliest
on all the islands, and for the ruins of the turn-of-the-century rum distillery, which
continued production until after World War II. The ruins of the buildings on the site
that were part of the sugar plantation, with approximate dates of construction, are
the animal mill and the sugar factory (both 1725), and the windmill (1733). The bay
rum distillery ruins include the remains of the original distillery, and a
neighboring building of unidentified use, (both probably dating from ca. 1900) ,a
later distillery bearing the incised date 1925, and two buildings used as stores,
bearing incised dates of 1920 and 1945, respectively.

The complex of the sugar plantation buildings lies roughly 1000' north of King
Hi1l Road and 2500' west of Emmaus Moravian Church. The windmill is the typical
cone-shape found on the islands. It is constructed of rubble and ballast brick set in
a lime mortar and stuccoed, and is approximately 35' high and 29' in diameter. The
mi1l has windows in the form of semi-elliptical arches on the north, west and southwest,
with the main entrance to the south. Al1 the arched openings are faced with brick on
the interior, exterior, and jambs of the arches. Measured at the window openings,
the walls of the mill are approximately five feet thick. Reveals that originally
contained the top of the mill gears are located immediately under the top of the
interior wall. A series of timbers that supported the machinery are still in place
immediately above the heads of the arches in the interior, from which point they span
the diameter of the mill.

The ruins of the animal mill are located roughly 50' to the west of the windmill.
Also constructed of brick and rubble masonry and originally covered in stucco, the
animal mill is an unusually wide solid drum with low walls, measuring from five to
15' high depending on the grade of the site. The diameter of the mill is 70'. There
is no articulation of the exterior, except for a series of rectangular drainage
openings about three' from the top of the walls.

The ruins of the factory are located about 15' west of the mill. The originally
two-story factory(of which only one story remains) is the typical T-Plan of factories
found on the islands, with the long axis of the base of the T running northwest - south-
east. Constructed of rubble masonry, and probably originally stuccoed, the factory
is 81' by 28' wide, with the top of the T measuring 26' by 104'. The main, southeast
~wall is divided into eight bays of arched openings, of which only the piers remain.

The rear, northwest facade is solid, except at the north corner, which has three
arched openings, again marked only by piers. As the remaining walls of the factory
are badly deteriorated, the bay division of the ends is indiscernable, as is the main
entrance for the factory. Measured at an opening, the walls are 2'3" thick.

The bay rum distillery complex lies just south of King Hill Road and roughly'500'
west of Coral Harbor. The two buiidings of the original distillery are very deteriorated,
and only the basic rectangular foundations of the larger building nearest the road and
portions of walls of the smaller structure about ten feet to the south can be seen.

The building material is rubble masonry.
continued. . .
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The Governor's representative for St. John is considering the
acquisition of part of Estate Carolina as a park for historic
interpretation.
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About 35' to the east of the early ruins lies the 20th century distillery. It
is a two-story rectangle, constructed of concrete block, measuring 22' 9" by 19' 3",
with two bays on each side. The date 1925 is incised between the bays of the second
story on the east facade.

To the south of both distilleries are located two rectangular buildings that
were thestores for the distillery, their long axis running east-west. Both are
one-story, constructed of masonry, rubble and stucco, and have hipped roofs. The
store immediately south of the 20th century distillery bears the incised date, 1920,
and measures 36' 6" by 25' 6". The other building, approximately the same size,
bears the incised date 1945.

There are also the ruins of two great houses, both inaccessible. An 18th century
great house was located on a knoll roughly 200' north of King Hi1l Road and roughly
2200' west of Emmaus Morovian Church. A later great house, destroyed in the
hurricane of 1924, was located on a knoll roughly 500' northwest of the sugar factory.
It would appear from a 1843 or 1844 sketch by Henry Morton that there was a slave
village at the bottom of this knoll, to the east. The ruins, if they exist, are
inaccessible.

GPO 892 455
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This was the first and the richest sugar estate on the island established shortly

after settlement in 1717 as an official plantation of the Danish West India & Guinea Co.
The ruins of Estate Carolina comprise an exceptionally complete collection of buildings
necessary to the production of sugar and bay rum. The exceptionally large animal
treadmill with cane crushers dates to before 1725; the stone windmill was built by 1733.
The sugar factory has two decks for boiling sugar, extensive cisterns and curing rooms
for processing molasses and sugar. It was built by 1725 and probably enlarged
periodically. The great house probably dates to the late 1700's. It is shown in

an 1833 watercolor and was occupied until 1924 when destroyed by a hurricane.

It was at Estate Carolina that a successful slave rebellion broke out in
November 23, 1733. The slave rebellion spread to adjacent estates and engulfed the
entire island of St. John with the exception of Durlo's Plantation (Caneel Bay).

~ The rebellion could not be suppressed by the Danes and was put down only upon arrival
of four hundred French troops from Martinique and six months of hard fighting.

The plantation became Crown property in 1755 operated by representatives of the
King and other shareholders; it and all other Crown properties on the three islands
were sold to the wealthy ennobled Schimmelmann family. The Marsh family, originally
from Tortola, bought from the Schimmelmanns in the early 1860's and have held the
plantation ever since. In 1835 the estate had 1,687 acres, 153 slaves, two mills
and 25 houses with 53 rooms. These figures pertained when the Marshes bought it except
the laborers were reduced to only 75, reflecting the increasingly deteriorating sugar
industry. In later decades it was operated as a cattle ranch. One of the islands'
few bay rum stills for separating the oil from leaves on the bay tree was established
here around 1900. Its ruins remain with a huge copper still. A newer still was
built close by in 1925 which was the last such still to close down on the island,
at the end of World War II.
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The Estate Carolina site is divided into two tracts.
The boundary of Tract 1 begins at a point at 18° 21' 20" north -
11" west (A) and runs south 2400' to 18° 20' 56" north -
64° 43' 14" west (B), then west 2700' to a point at 18° 21' 00"

64° 43"

north - 64° 43"

at 18°

21’

13" north - 64° 43'
dary runs 2850' northeast to the point of origin (A).

g

41" west (C), then north 1300' to point (D)

west. From here the boun-

The boundary of Tract 2 begins at point (A) 18°. 20" 54"

north - 64°© 43"
46" north - 64° 43!

8. 20!

west.
18° -20°

55" north - 64° 43!

01"

06"

00" west and runs 500'

west.
runs west 600' to point (C) 18° 20' 50" north - 64° 43' 07"
From point (C) the line runs north 500' to point (D)
west.
east 500' to the point of origin (A).

south to point (B)
From point ‘(B) the line

From here the line runs



o, Sty Corell ot it | TG0 20T

4
¥/

-~ -'-

State Z/’ 9 Working Number/élj‘ 7¢, 3530 = iad
TECHNICAL,  (/fU ccit de Compectid cowL
Photos
Maps I B, O 7

Mora M ‘ e A%,,Q, It 20 2 Tom Q/ H}’S.TORIAN

6/8/76
Fotwie Cowssrs OF Two Gaoms Heuse Ruws, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
Bt Josan Prowocuwme Coworex -t QAMZOTHC (9\@ ‘Cﬂ\ &(/.Jrfﬂx
\O—M
PR S Tov . e S b9 Vo
GO = ARCHEOLOGIST
OTHER

z;gmcﬂa“d‘- Sad o s o flo M HAER
(/Invento

L s it b e

- f’ﬂ%@g,
REVIEW UNIT CHIEX

BRANCH CHIEF _

&W

| upl 70
EEPER
’/w/f/ Wy
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered JUL 1_9 197?
Federal Register Entry 5 -7-2&  Re-submit e

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



Rl Sl2es,
Nz Gow 3o{n3"To
(a\l o haos you
al s ady ca\lsd 7
\§ £2 wohere.is
s> EF L whad

ety
Qre O QS\LMLG .

ch@



Rake ,
G\%X&'\ %Mk&w{d) He
NAMJ{AN»‘X:\X:’V\. 55\\2,\'{ »4@0“&&" G2 u;!.g-«
DAehes cxw.,;}' No Nxtace]
He way ol Vewgy,
M\;{*}Eﬁf\ W QMC&LAL
e ‘
20
oy pond of SO
S cRoamnmggd iy
03 Goce ke Ao tulingd
ok y o

S e b





















UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

WESTERN S8T.JOHN QUADRANGLE
VIRGIN ISLANDS
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)

64°48' 46’ 44! 1100000 FEET 64°42'
18°24" | : i | : | = 7 18724
102 90 | = ‘ '
90 96 I +,"s'"
20 96 3 = e / ’
.«
- 78 / -
/02 . ‘\"\\ - ) ~
. - - 0 \\ 7 . /:\ . e
- -~ \ - TORTOLA
. // /,//\/ ~ } o -
96 - = A¢ — / .6 A
L e /bi:/ e ISLAND
. . = . N ¢ A ar e o
‘S e - T \A’_\"t\-/ﬂ/x\/ - ///,/ o // 96 [ \/\" 8 - > - pe <
= - A _a o ;. = . . ;v/_,,///
\‘~\ _ 102 ‘ A ///// /‘/ \5\/3L/_; :’/ . .
. \UIYLT ED C 90 @ — o 1hn ate? / [ |
UNI7g52dGDo,, 0 e ares® 6 ESTATE CAROLINA J 4
STATRg ~~—_ _ O e . ) { ST. JOHN, USVI st
o /\/ o A0
‘\.__\ & /L\ ? T E0EnE LS .~ Frenchman
w2 - et Ceom e \ A. 18° 21' 20" north - 64° 43' 11" west | i g
1 . e T 00 AR B. 18° 20" S6" moerth - 64° 43" 14" west = e
T- S o = C. 18° 21' 00" north - 64° 43' 41" west
N ‘\M-_I.C o D. 18921" 13" nerth - 64°® 43" 39" ‘west B
90 84 1p -1W~ = )
B T~ ,
T @ ra g TJIOEN~"——--___ A. 18° 20' 54" north - 649 43' 00" west
A Hins 'B. 18° 20' 46" north - 64° 43' 01" west
_lsa g

o Do)~
i ,td-_;///v//\@%;,’ /])

21'30"

’*RED HOOK 3 M.
(EASTERN ST. THOMAS)

fl

3
R

=Ty

% i -

W &) o Rendezvous

| Hart Bay / ‘
4 ! -

57

Bt

o

3 .\:
. \56

- - : / |

Y .
= D

C. 18° 20' 50" north - 64° 43' 07" west
189 20"

55"

200000
FEET

north 649 43' 06" west

x,

-

—

Leitnster =~ ——

i

= 8 ,/—«—n,\\\' -
Waterlemaf o2 n's‘tg‘;r—';ﬂ’rre'a/anedle Pt

Cay(@lewel A eed o
Bay ) = .

o

nnaberg P

!

N
=
w
Q

EAST END 2.5 M.

Popilleau
Bay n

| (EASTERN ST. JOHN)

.
Cabritté\HBr :
- Pt

. \\ e - /
’// . - az 92 - - //”“\ \ . %1
L 50 A / @$0°by s
L &0 4 v/" /ROCk 1
- L *//
,'/ \\ \ '\.\_‘, el
(s6) . .
88 \\
- 103 - ‘\
o - =% \\,\
(58 /
99 102 96
170 000
FEE?— 109 0= 108
103 4
1ot 102
100
. 136
114
(¢ A R i L B E A N S «F A
o /%
106
107 /08 & | i -
90
13
105 126
120
98 - /// . /09 .
19 . // - \ | . o
. . — . -
L L . = P .
i/ 131 P = = -
RIS \ 14 / = 0 133 i /38 22 b 103 L . ! 18°16/30"
18°16 3840481 [1 070000 FEET 46’ | 44:[ ® INTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. o—feég{ 64°40"
Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey : : SCALE 3:24000 e
2
e e ‘ ‘ ‘ 000 30'0 000 5000 6000 0 FEET ;
1000 0 1000 2000 0 it 7000 F
Topography from aerial photographs by Kelsh plotter i T I E— 1 : i ] ROAD CLASSIFICATION
i 4. Field check 1958 8 1 5 0 1 KILOMETER . . '
i i : e e e e e e Light-duty...... Unimproved dirt ————————_
Hydrography compiled from USC&GS charts 905 (1956) and 938 (1953) % > CONTOUR INTERVAL 40 FEET
Polyconic projection.  Puerto Rican datum, 1940 adjustment z = DOTTED LB&?SMRESRSSENT 20-FOOT CONTOURS
: ; X : tem, 1) m EAN SEA LEVEL
13,006 5ot @ifdi based o FUSH o Rigani R ta iR E e a\|z DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER
Virgin Islands extension PALE SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
Unchecked elevations are shown in brown % :'E THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 0.6 FEET
|
=

APPROXIMATE MEAN
DECLINATION, 1958

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

WESTERN 8T. JOHN, V. 1.
N1816.5—W6442/7.5X6

1958



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _ VIRGIN ISLANDS
JUL 19 1976

Date Entered

Name Location

Estate Carolina Sugar Plantation Coral Bay vicinity
St. John Island

Also Notified

Hon. Ron de Lugo State Historic Preservation Officer
Regional Director, Southeast Mr. Thomas Blake
Region Planning Director

Virgin Islands Plamning Board
Charlotte Amalie

LPR MMott/row 8/9/76 St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801

—

INT: 2950-75



NR Data Sheet
O

OTHER . NAMES:

LOCATIO

“l/,e Conal Bop o Kivg
o T B R

L) o

d.a

&/5/ 74

DATE:

Reviewer INITIALS: S‘,ee

DOE n‘ |

®

@
NAME a5 17T APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: &m WM__ UC,U& T SR Tt 2oa)

e R,

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT j

coda 70 O

OWNER OF PROPERTY? (circle) STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY  OTHER

i ME) :
ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME)

NPS REGION: i (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST
SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST
.
FEATURES. INTERIOR EXTERIOR m.ymows
— Substantially intact-l —Substantially intact-2 ubstantially uutact-3
— unknown - 4 unknown ~5 unknown -6
&t appl:.cEle -7 Ph le = 8 _ Not applicakle-9
Interim, ext rior, environs not intact-0
CONDITION ~ __EXCELLENT jERIORATED NALTERED i %!NALSITE
—GOOD UINS —ALTERED —-MOVED
—FAIR - —_UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknown
o ~Unexcavated —Excavated
ACCESS ~ (Yes-restricted )] Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown
historic district? YES @
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES @
. IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE; () X0 Saved?  ws Q@

FUNCTION(S): (use vdcabufary words) .

then- W
now- \}M
SIGNIFICANCE:

[/chzowm-memsmmc —LANDSCAPE ARCH!TECTURE  _RELIGION ——entertainment
?Nsowcv.msromc __CONSERVATION —waw/Gov't/politics _science —-health
!ncuuune —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE —recreation
*$ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN kéttlement
~ART —ENGINEERING —Music ; 3 —socio/cultural
—COMMERCE —EXPLORATION. —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —-OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

Z —INVENTION ' g
Claims i
e pe 99
first? NO ¢oldest™ ves éa “only2? wis @
o IX.



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: L } S

architect/m builders engineer;
- landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan;

interio or: i
\ r decorator: bullder/ contractor:

'ETHNIC GROUP: < Z./ — 2
)

LGN
o
NAMES: personal
(1label role
& .
appropriate date)
events

o /D““‘““'k wd’m*/ﬂma =
institutional MT&: 25X L 1717

DATES!  DpaTe oF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century):[ad™ M (gtha

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: w‘jt 2l W 20
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) : , Y, f ‘,' wa
/ 7? 7|f(.l£);j n 4 /m] parpie a
g

ALY Y

R L4 *
SOURCE' (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOvV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

ACREAGE:(to nearest tenth of an acre) ,,7.5

COMMENTS: (include architéctural information here)

i Quwe Or Sevewn Ruesle Masowny Steuctones,

Sewe Quws (Geenr Housa) Rox luncessisce B

Y Sites ) B Laenten 0w eents

. lSI(}l\IIFIC[XNCE:(xrw.xlmmn two sentences) FM Y . Q !
: (1N7); ; o 4"‘-6"‘) —
P‘L‘":c:t“’*\ o £t A/WW S

i A : ' .



4

TGS
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: .
architect/m.builders: engineer; \\
.- landscape/garden designer: -artist/artisan: \

interio ¢ or: i
: r deborator. bullder/contractor:

" ETHNIC GROUP: 7./ .

AR ) e Y
L
NAMES: personal
(label role
& .
appropriate date)
events

M wdm*ﬂwa
ins titutlonal ’Wﬂ‘ 2 YUY

DATES! opate oF consTrRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): /[ M\_
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: t“:c“jt’ 2~ W 20&
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): , , ’ ; w
&H Y ina IAAAA ¢
127 | @ofipn e Yy YA

; . bl .
SOURCE: (or woumarion PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY:

COUNTY

ACREAGE;

¢ (to nearest tenth of an acre) ,/7 5

COI\I MENTS: (include architéctural information here)

H\L’\u.\?L\ "“




