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MEMORANDUM OPINION 

THIS MATTER comes before the Court pursuant to an opinion from the Supreme Court of 

the Virgin Islands (hereinafter, "Supreme Court"), dated October 1, 2014, remanding Petitioner 

Frank E. Hughley’s petition for writ of habeas corpus to this Court for further proceedings 

(hereinafter, “Supreme Court’s October 1, 2014 Opinion”).1 

BACKGROUND2 
 

On December 1, 1995, after a four-day trial, a jury convicted Defendant Frank E. Hughley  of 

six (6) counts of Unlawful Contact in the First Degree and three (3) counts of Aggravated Rape in 

the First Degree, in violation of sections 1708(2) and 1700(a)(1) of Title 14 of the Virgin Islands 

Code, respectively.  The jury that convicted Hughley was allegedly comprised of all female jurors, 

and allegedly empanelled with the acquiescence and affirmative efforts of defense counsel who 

considered having an all-female jury to decide sex crimes an integral part of his trial strategy.  On 

                                                 
1 The Supreme Court’s October 1, 2014 Opinion affirmed the Superior Court's dismissal of Hughley's motion for a 
sentence reduction in Civil No. 381/2007 and reversed the Superior Court's order denying Hughley's petition for writ of 
habeas corpus in Civil No. 614/2009 and remanded that matter to the Superior Court for further proceedings. 
2 The factual and procedural background are gathered from the Supreme Court’s October 1, 2014 Opinion, the Superior 
Court order, dated November 12, 2010, denying Hughley’s motion for certificate of probable cause (hereinafter, 
“Superior Court’s November 12, 2010 Order”), and various filings in this file.   




















