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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 2 -
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK N -
__________________ O ¢ e
TIDA SMITH, :
Plaintiff, :
: 10 Civ. 4089 ({(DLC)
-v- :
: MEMORANDUM OPINION
CHARLES HAMILTON Sr., Licensed Survever, : AND (RDER
PAUL HOFFMAN, JANE HOFFMAN-WALKER, and :
GLORIA MCGOWAN, :
Defendants. :
————————————————————————————————————————— >4

DENISE COTE, District Judge:

On May 18, 2010, pro se plaintiff Ida Smith {(“Smith”) filed
her complaint seeking to have a survey map of real property in
the U.8. Virgin Islands (“USVI”) registered at the Cadastral’s
Office in the USVI; to have the Court determine the bounddry
lines of property in the USVI; to remove a “mandate” placed on
the USVI property; and menetary damages of $29,312,250. &l1
defendants are alleged to be citizens of St. Thomas in the USVT.
The complaint grounded subject matter Jurisdiction on diversity
of citizenship. On June 8, the Court issued an Order to Show
Cause why the cdse should nol be transferred to the District
Court of the U.S. Virgin Islands. 1In .an affidavit filed June
25, Smith stated that she was in the progess of amending her
complaint to add a 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claim. She also implied
that she would not receive fair and impartial treatment in a

USVI court.
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Veénue is governed by "8 'J.§.C. § 1391. Under that statute,
if subject matter jurisdiction is based on diversity of
citizenship of the parties, a case may be brought

enly in {1} a judicial distriect where any
defendant resides, if all defendants reside
in the same State, (2} a judicial distriet
in which a substantial part of the events or
emissions giving rise to the claim occurred,
or a substantial part of property that is
the subject of the action is situated, or
{3) a judicial district in which any
defendant is subject te personal
jurisdietien at the time the action is
commenced, if there is no district in which
the action may ctherwise be brought.

28 U.S.C. § 1391(a) (emphasis supplied). If the civil action is
based on a guestion of federal law, such as a § 1983 claim, the
case may be brought

enly in {1} a judicial district where any
defendant resides, if all defendants reside
in the same State, (2} a Jjudicial district
in which a substantial part of the events or
omissions giving rise to the claim occurred,
or & substantial part of property that is
the subject of the action is situated, or
{3) a judicial district in whieh any
defendant may be found, if there is no
district in which the action may otherwise
be brought.

28 U.5.C. § 13Bi(bj (emphasis supplied).

The plaintiff has not alleged any facts to justify venue in
the Southern District of New York, even if the complaint is
amended to allege a § 1983 claim. Smith has alleged that all

defendarits reside in the USVI and that the dispute revolves
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around real property in the USVI and events taking place in the
USVI. She has not alleged that any defendant would be subject
to personal jurisdiction here, nor that any defendant may be
found in the Southern District of New York, much less that there
is ne district in which thisg case could otherwise be brought.
CONCLUSION

The Clerk of Court shall transfer this case to the District
Court for the U.S. Virgin Islands.

SO ORDERED:

Dated: New York, New York
July 1, 2010

. X

PENISE COTE
United $rates District Judge

A CERTIFIED COPY

ECédin

Deputy Clerk
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Copy sent to:

Ida Smith
580 Main Street, Apt. 454
New York, NY 10044
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT |
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

Idy Sm'r#\_ E’ 0

(In the space above enter the full name(s) of the plaintiff(s).) :H:
COMPLAINT . i_
_agajn_st-.

Ch

rles Hamdten Sre. locersed &arva

Jury Trial: XK Yes O No
oud Hodman (check@he)  ~0
Jane Voddman.- Walkes - . i
&Glovia,. M2 Gewan =
o3
- z
LIS ] -

(In the space above enter the full name(s} of the defendani(s). If you '
cannot fit the names of all of the defendants in the space provided, .
please write “see attached” in the space above and attack an additional S
sheet of paper with the full list of names. The names listed in the above i

caption must be identical to those contained in Part 1. Addresses should - B
not be included here.) )

[
J
1. Parties in this complaint:

List your name, address and telephone number.

If you are presently in custody, include your
identification number and the name and address of your current place of confinement. Do the same

for any additional plaintiffs named. Attach additional sheets of paper as necessary

Plainitt  Name L dgq mrth
Street Address. SEO YA SHreet OP{,* 4’5""
County, City Nesd) (ot , New) UovK o
State & Zip Code _Nosd) (Jork. , OO ’
Telephone Number &)1 2\ - 8 13- / 51‘-?.5_

List all defendants. You should state the full name of the defendant, .even if that defendant is a
government agency, an organization, a corporatien, or an individual. Inciude the address where each

defendant hay be served. Make sure that the defendant(s) listed below are identical to those contained
in the above caption. Attach additional sheets of paper as necessary

Rev, 0572610
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Defendant No. 1

Defendant No. 2

Defendant No. 3

Defendant No. 4

nme Charles Hamildon Sr.
Street Address PO . Be, x 30 e, 3 __

County, City T .'nqo WA S (j S V.. L

State & Zip Code _ ST Thomae, Nivain T=ldnde 00RO>
Telephone Number A YO - T 7(,- 2 54K

vame “Youd Hefman ¢ !0 Artternes, Mavia Hc)c{ge,
Street Address | D ‘-’-O Taa rn Q.ber a J

County, City_&T."Thomags  Yivain= T=land<

State & Zip Code ST " Thomge VIT. NOSON

Telephone Number 3 Yoy -7 i ‘-11 i 6% 45

Name @- ',OYI(L/ Mc (:lroub& '} G,!D @'HOI”)'IGJH %VRZ Mﬁt{?
Street Address | DUy T 2 a rrne berq J
County, City _ S —f%ma_m Vivg (] \-15 landg

State & Zip Code ET - Theamqge ~ 0o%o 2

Telephone Number AYQ — ~7 77 ’—1' (R 45
Name _Jdpne. Homan WalKer o !o PHtorn e Marng Hed

Street Address L%d—(} -T’aCLY' he be e

County, City _ YT Themag Vira Islandc
State & Zip Code Q7. Themal | OS03

Telephone Number S YO - 774 . (,€ Y4s-

1. Basis for Jurisdiction:

Federal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction. Only two types of cases can be heard in federal court: cases
involving a federal question and cases involving diversity of citizenship of the parties. Under 28 U.5.C.
§ 1331, a case involving the United States Constitution or federal laws or treaties is a federal question case.
Under 28 U.S.C. § 1332, a case in which a citizen of one state sues a citizen of another state and the amount
in damages is more than $75,000 is a diversity of citizenship case.

A, What is the basis for federal court jurisdiction? {check all that apply)

[ Federal Questions HDiversity of Citizenship
B. If the basis for jurisdiction is Federal Question, what federal Constitutional, statutory or treaty right
is at issue?

C. If the basis for jurisdiction is Diversity. of Citizenship, what is the state of citizenship of each party?

Plaintiff(s) state(s) of citizenship [N'etd {or K : .
Defendani(s) state(s) of citizenship & - THonae  (United Aglas Vieg 1) Toknads

Rev. 05/2010
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Y. Relief:
State what you want the Court to do for you and the amount of monetary compensation, if any, you are
seeking, and the basis for such compensation. _L._ OGN+ the cgurt o Ordes ‘HeJ
13 ne. bu Tmo‘hbq T&.Hmdﬂ of sade Tehn's feily
" o F '.{nf 2k w AT adso (ant
f de;%&fm:mé —an !')nuﬂda»rq lineg hetyepn Estate
13A and (4T ST.Joha (1.8 V.T . wth ke MEDRS <o b ngtled
A4S esidence amd the dppd.sz, Aag r:adfuraﬁ m@wc{ﬁ.aﬂd
(A T (A §Y] 2E 2 3 ’ t’i—f'
+ideaty nine midida —H'\rep Hoad e -h,Oe,lva the < and
4100 Wundeed S0, dotlarS on the bvadis of “H’qe valye

()‘F“‘\‘P’le_ \orid 2 |€ af LF‘CQ_Q S 0, 40T LY. Cng e Er €0 L
& N 4 ] LI A, (Aré .
AUl hie. Yiapdeo H (’I'f‘.rh O & IPr1d 6-. 7 +
ol piprt 4o ',n!ﬁb. e g ndantl. Placeq er Pro_ rD XM e~ 4'r
Eslale. Sn's Folly Lacad By Quarttas (1.5 Vigun TS loris

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Signed this ___ day of , 20

Signature of Plaintiff %%g:ﬂ#
Mailing Address ‘Sel Mg St v FYcy

A el Yon £ aﬁf, -y (et Y

Telephone Number A Ee /G
Fax Number (if you have one)

Note: All plaintiffs-named in the caption of the complaint must date and sign the complaint. Prisoners must
also provide their inmate numbers, present place of confinement, and address.

For Prisoners:

I declare under penalty of perjury that on this day of , 20__, T am delivering this
complaint. to' prison authorities to be mailed to the Pro Se Office of the United States District Court for the
Southern District of New York.

Signature of Plaintiff:

Inrnate Number

Rev. 05/2010
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