ment assumed office’’.

ST GRO LX A NVILS

questions, irrespective of whether a new
Government has or has not at that mo-
There is nothing
to prevent the Hcuse of Commers, if it
chooses, he adds ‘‘from sending to tle
Crown an address in reply to the gracious
speech, which if it expresses want of
confidence in His Majesty’s presont Min-
isters, also records its repudiation of S0
cialism’’. In eoneclusion Mr. Churchili
says ‘‘watehing along series of disas-
trous and purposeless pacty rallies, which
have marked and are siill ma-kingz the
progressive degeneration of our aff xirs, |
feel bound to place: on record a warning
of tte dangers into which we are drift-
ing and 1o poin! out a means whereby,
in accordinea wizh the wish of the great
majority of elecoors and in full harmony
with the spirit of the .constitution, these
dangers can, even at the eleveunth hour,
be avoided.”’

Londou,  Jan, 18th.—Although Mr.
Cuaurchili’s open letter, in which he says
the advent of a Sociaiist Government
will b2 a ‘‘serious national mistforiune,”’
at the same time deploring a Liberal La-
bourite agreemens, recrives much utten-
ton rom ihe newspapers this mc-ning,
it cannot judgiag from their com.nents,
be regarded as a political bombsheil that
threatens to alier the outloox. M:.
Churchill, defeated at the recent elec:
tions, is still a very prominent member
of the Liberal Pacty and bis in‘erven
tion 1= manitestly unweicome to rhe loy A
sup.orters of Mr. Asquith while it 1s
naturally greeted with the utmost satis-
faction by the anti-Labourites. How-
ever, the regrets of the former and tne
gratification of the latter are moudifi d
vy a feeling that the letter comes tuo
late. One speculation that will certain-
ly arise from fits publieition 1s waether
Mr. Churehiil 18 prepacving the way
ro-affiliate hunself wiih the Conserva-
tives whom he left in 1yJ6.  The possibii-
ity-of his taking such a slep has often
been the subject of gossip ia interested
quarters. The Daily Mail recalls that
when he was recently approached on the
subject of re-entering Par.iament DMr.
Churchill was quoted as saying that as
long as the 1ssue was nit protection ver-
sus free trade, he would under no cir-
cumstances stand against a conservative
candidate anywhere. The Daily felo-
graph and the Daily Muail, boath strong
oppoaents of the Labour administration
and of - Asquithian support of j@abour’s
aspirations, warmly commnend ihe iefter
asserting that no one hitherto has pre-
sented so admirable the gravity of the
situation before the couniry as does Mr,
Churchill. These newspapers also think
the letter shows thare is still 9ne man in
Great Britain who hus a genuine capaci-
ty for leadership. Ihe Lioeral press

comments with surprise at this eruption
by a prominent Liberal into ihe situation
planned and ordered by his nomina: lead-

er Mr. Asquith.
presses regret and concera a 1diog

f£he Daily Chronicie ex-
”l)e['-

Laps the fairest eommszant would be 1o
cay that in his absorption with tacties of
the situaticn Mr. Churchill seems per-
haps to have missed its realities.”” lhe
Westminster Gazette considers the let-
ter very remarkabl=, but that ‘‘the .panie
fears of a labour.G®ernment he expres-
ses will leave the Liberals generally men-
tally undisturbed. His letter in reality
is a plea for union with the Conservative
forces and any such unien would be sui-
cidal to liberalism ™’

London, Jan. 13:h —In th»
of the debate on the speeeh fiom
Throne today Mr. Thomus, the Riilway-
meun’s Secretary alluding hriefly t
nationa!l connections of the British l[a-
bour Party. He said that party did not
regret and was not going to apologiz?
for its assceiation with the international-
iatg, Deulivg with Great Britain’s {or-
eign policy, Mr. Thomas said “"We huave
been asked how wo are gotaz to deal
with France. God forbid that any ol our
words should be construed that we are
anxious to break with [rance ov talk
about war.”” “"Hewever” ha added ° teal
fricnd<h'p did not ¢ons st in pretendiny
that all was weil, waen at was not.”
He condemnod Franee’s attitude on the
reparations ques ion a d said that when
Frince was foilowing th2 wrong pith
an! headinz for disaster, she oursht 1o be
told so. He declared that because «f the
British Government’s vasciihating for-
eign policy, france was treating the tor
mer with contemapt, Mr. Neviile Cham-
heriain, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
following Mr Themas, struck 2 note of
deflance to the Libera s who propese sup
poritag Labour onthe vo'e of no eon-
fidence on Mouday., Mr,  Cegrchill
said to  Llhe Liberals, We are
asking nothing froin you. We moke
no bargain  with  you. We r1oint
out to you that your choive is berween a
party whose programme you prociain to
be a reash of your own and u party
which stands to destroy hiberalism and
allit stands for. You will vte for So
cialism on Monday and it will be en your
own heads if vou are ground to pieces
later ¢n.”’

Barbados, Jan. 19th.— Mr. John R.
Bovell, I. S. O. Director of Agriculture,
the Barbados delegate to the Agr cultur-
a! Cenference at Jumaicen, sailed fer that
island vesterday afterncon by the S. S
Corenado.

London. Jan. 19:h.— Mr. Chambeilain
bepged Labour not to dismiss basti'y the
proposals in connection  with the hmperi-
al preference out 0f uny pecantic theory.
He emphasized the enormous importance
of Dominion trade, 1ostancirg how pre-
ference had stimulated Great Britain's
trade with Australia. Labovr must re-
member, bhe said, that the preference
proposals were in the nature of a moral
cesture and that the direction in which
that gesture tsas mzde might affect very
seriously the future attitude of the Do-
minions toward Great DBritain. Mr.

resumpiion
the

Omler.

Thomas intervened to ask if fhe Con- 3
corvatives had dropped §protection. My,

Chambarlain replied that it was obviovs _
from the hing's speech that nrotection &

would not be a part of the programn.e .
of the present Government, if it contir-
ued in power, T )

Lendon, Jan. 18th.—In conneefion with
his deeclaration that labour was not go-
ing to apologize for its association with
Internationdlists, Mr. Thomas recalled
that after the war a conference was held
in which vepresentatives of aill the belli-
cerent nations took part and that each

deleeats had spoken of the sufiering ano

mi<ery his eountry experienced Frou
that date, Mr. Thomas deelared, they
o) resolved to spare no etforts whieh

could give to the werld and to civiliza

tion a common organtzation
bring prople together and heip
derstand each other, he said

diilicuit it would be for other peeple to
plirze them into war.

Loandon, Jan, 18:h. —The most delighit

ed person in the House of Commons yes-
terday, when Mr. Asqguaith nvade bis -
umphant speech, washhis almost equsaly
famous wife, who eould secarcely restrain
her delight and with duficuity veld back
her applause as the ex-Premicr made his
tellinz points.  Mrs, A~quith was seated
in the plage in the ladies gallery, whie!
noariy half a eentury ago, used to
oecrunied by Mrs., Gladstone 1

ealebrated husbaard made his great ora
tions. Among those wiho also listenad
with earer interest to Mr. Asquith wer
tho Prince of Wales and the Duke ol
York, both of whon showed wnused ap
preciation at the satlies af the man

was Britain’s Prime Mirister when

brok=2 out. Mr. Asguith's speech wn
admitted to be one ol the tinest he hin
evor delivered and it certainly had the

effvet ot
als wn) were el eretd
{icht at the polls against

conver'ing any doubting Liber-
after a st

Labout

raigeht

men,

but who almost toa man wiil vote on
Monday evening with Labour. 'Th
number of the Liberals who will vore

with their party has now dwindied to
about five and this is largely dioe to Mr.
Asquith’s etforts.

London, Jan. 18th.~—-'Lhe
Athol, one of the newly erccied women
members of the House of Commouns,
made what was generally considered un
auspicious debut as'a debater on the floor
of the House today. Her maiden speech
referred mainly to the Government’s
professed intention to amend the law re-
lating to maintenance and separation
vrders, in marital cases, and other mea-
sures of special interest to women. The
Duchess urged the need for accelerating
the naval shipbuilding programme, eipe-
cially in view of the depression in the
shipbuilding irade. She said she longed,
however, to see wars cease throughout
the world and would infinitely rather see
expenditures on merchaat shipping, than
on ships of war,

Duchess of




