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Frijay Evening Concert
U S NAVAL BAND,
Christiansted, Virgin Islands,

Feb. 6th. 1920.
Pirst Musician Jacob W, Paulus, Leader.
——PROGRAM:—
PART I.

Rifle Regiment..J. P. Sousa
.Bright and Gay..Backie-Byer
.Hawaiian Rose. F. Henri Klick-
man

Rog-TYot s Everything Is Nice That
Comes From Dixie. ... .. Clarke, Meyer,
and Agel

Mareh. . The
Overture.
Waltz.

PART I1.
March . Washingten Grays. (. S. «rafulla
Overture. Poet and Peasant.F. von Suppe
Fox-Trot..Snooky Haliow..Henry Mills
One-Step Me-OW. ... Mel B. Kaufman

NATIONAL ANTHEM.

We are pleased to learn of the promo-
tion to the rank of Sergeant of Corporals
Naughton znd Prince of the Police Force,
stationed at Richmond and Kingshill res-
pectively.

8¢ lines of rain were measured at the
FFort at 8 o’clock this morning.

MR, TOTTEN’S MERTING IN THE
THEATRE ON WEDNESDAY NIGH.
vas largely attended ar.d is concetled as
having drawn the greatest assembly of

respectable and refined people of this
community that has graced a public
meeting in years. The working classes

were also represented and the conduet
can be commendad as superior to that of
last Sunday evening. The speaker of
the evening was Mr. Ashley Totten who
reviewed the question of naval and eivil
forms of government, not championine
either but emphasizing the advantages,
and disadvantages of both, as he knows
them to exist, and admonishing great
care in making a choice. He related
many interesting anecdotes in connection
with the political graft under civil gov-
ernment in the States, and on the whole
held then terest of his hearers during the
course of his talk which lasted more than
an hour. Mr, Morris Davis, of the Labor
Union of Frederiksted, who declared him-
self a supporter of the present form of
government, made a short address and
two or three other speakersin the audi-
ence Lresented views and interrogatories
pro and con. Mr. Samuel A. Smith ask-
ed Mr. Totten to explain fully the peculi-
arities characteristic of civil and naval
governments but to this Mr. Totten yveplied
that as stated on a previous occasion the
Governor had told him that this was a
civil government, d!ld as fhe. ’Wr Tatten,
had no Inu{}'v'v'lt:ug:,t‘ of what a u:'cnly naval
government was, it appeared to him that
those who have lived under the admin-
istration here ought best to know what
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are its peculiar characteristics. M-
Cith then inguired what government
cotains in New York and u~on being to d
“‘eivil government’’, 1-)]“1"(‘ | “‘then let

have civil government here’’, and -‘1|Jl.-

ted the hall.

After everything is said and done it 's
probably ali a waste of (ime in debatinz
and rushing into heated arcument on the
uuestion of what form oi government .3
dssirable as the Congressional Commis-
siom which raust be given the &adit of
baing composed of compeent judges
will most ligely determine for itscl and
make recommendations n.{lup'\nriunl of
the svecial wishes of any particular clas:,
faction, or even the majority here. it
cinn >t be gainsaid that the present form
o’ governmeant is civil, and therefore
i. ridiculous to sp=ak o wanting wbhat s
¢ ready hera. Wicth the Governor ani
¢ her oficials chosen frem among civil -
518, the expenses of maintaining such a
retinue will fall heavily on the islancs
z1d increasad taxation must naturva'iy
fillow. The Customs revenues whica
rsvert to the Colorial [reasury nowoday:.,
v.ill possibly be withheld; the hospitals
4 nl leper asylum will drop baek ianto the
o.d groove for want of means which cat -
ot be raised here; the navy b ll]fl‘w wi |
1 cesumsbly be disbancded and dozens cf
oar young men again besalded to th2
r amber siruggling for au existence; th»
i lands wiil become iess sel -supporun

21d immgration x\i'. resul in ”iddlt.i
¢ spopulation. And during this time who
k 1ows but that Lhe very outrages 'so
r uch presented as the buzbear of a navel”
oHvernme-t may still take place, for
t 1ere is notking to pravent this, tue cor-

ol of suca irreguiacicies hy vestiny
power in the civil autnorities kei~g in the
g aneral opinion but a {untasy. Nane th?2
p aces 01 the continent whe e "he worst
c¢onditions prevail and ask -vhy sach 15
possible uncer eivil vovernment. As 1

—

r atter of faet maval goveriment is in
e tistence in only a few wlaces where
t..ere is peace, and the population ziviliz

roment now  n i
maintain and
change seems

el. We have civil guve
f rm the comrnunities ¢an
d :velop under, and no
n cessary or expedient.

Dear Sir:
Your opinion fully expressed in you
p- per of Feb. 4th.. regarding the pres-
e t day topic as to whether we shonlc
r tain the piresent form of governmen:
w th its navsl administrators. or wherher
w > should change to civil form, secms to
h poorly supported by the community,
} 2 chief rec ‘-Ulll am sure comes fron
t} s faet, that a few schemars tovarc
s¢ f agumn(l*zement have becn staffing
ir o the poor people, chiefly the labour-
in» class, their views, and' demanding
il zir cooperation in voting to that effect,
w thout showing to them the advantages
al eady cained from the present form of

government, and not allowing each mem-

|

ber ¢f the comnmuniiy to think for nim-
s2lf.

We have alrezdy rmade a greai change
in our time, and (0 the very cnes that
advorcated that (iidn e, are heard bewzuil-
ing tueir loss as, “*h..ving sold their bir h-
richt for a mess of pottage.”” Heve
those influential sel emers told the p:o-
ple that cur chief a hninistrators are at
present paid by th¢ Navy Depariment,
and that the suiari:s of the Governor,
Seere tary, Doctors, znd their en ire staff
under civl govern.ient must be poid
hy tne pcople? I ave they bren told
that our native 1urses are trained,
unifcrmed, fad anc paid by the Nevy
Department, and t at th: wiihdrawal
of which means, rew civil dcetors to
pract.~e, at the exjense ¢! the people,
with no free operat cns or cons iltations
as ar» affocded tne poyor a- the: dispen-
cavy of the hospital @ also taat over forty
native young men that zre at present
enlisied as baadsmen in th: U. 5. Navy
and repres2nting the support of over for-
ty tamilies will with the incoming ol a
civil governmen: e shirted t> some
other stat on, aud. all taings consid-
ered weuld mean ess money circula-
ted in our island? Have they becn
told that these isands are not seif-
suppcrting and, to pay the saaries of
the tien in ofice h:retofo'e mentionad
and ;u[-p';rt the IH‘spltd]‘: mm.l mean

lraowla oo
ul?.:.uii taxations unGsr Civil aaiministia-

tion 7 And that the schemzs of sani a-

day

tion £ ach as the 32w r system aud coin-
plete ,t'r:;_,.ttnm as pl .nned for these is-
lands by the Naval 1overn.nent w1l oe

abol shed or paic for by tke peop:ie uncer
a Civil Government, and car they pay for

them ? Have they forgotien that tae
Navai Goverrment only a few short
mon:lis agc at their «wn expense eauscd

to be irnocculated tlousands of natives
against that scourge of iniluenza the-e
by sa/ing raany :ives in our comiinity,
and tiat toey are wi. ing to do still more
good if they are givea the eaaace ?

Have they beea to 1 that our present
Governor whose po icy is ‘'fair play o
all’”” and who is class'd ameng tae best
Governors of the Virgin islands, is a
Nava: Adwmiral, and hat tae Naval De-
parta ent has meaay more such capabie
men at the back of tiem? [f the peop.e
have ot been tcld ithese things let the
leaders who are “‘ade 2ating the nasses’’
tell tham, and also point out to them the
ract tnat the Neva Government to k
over tnese islands duing the great war,
and judging frem the good aecomplished
at suc1 a perilous time, ever to the send
ing of their NAVAL ecrafts across the
ncean when Civil ones werve afraid to
travel, brinzing us mail, thkat pvivilege
of con municatior wiih our aear ones in
distan: lands. L2t us then show our ap-
precia.ion by allowi: I thein a chance
during a iew years of peace, and I am
sure they will prove to us all, that a be:-
ter form of Governmcent is unobtzinable,
—Communicated.




