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Hazardous

Substance at the ESSO Tutu Service Station in St.

Thomas, U.S.V.I.

Callahan:

Limited's ("Esso")

response to the Request for Information under 42 U.S.C. §9604 sent
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on April 4, 1991.

Esso was granted an extension until today,

submit this response to EPA.

April 29,

1991, ¢to

This response has been prepared pursuant to all the informa-
tion that is and has been made available to Esso until this date.
Please note that there are certain documents pertaining to
inventories of products handled at the Esso Tutu Service Station by
Mr. Daniel Bayard that have not been made available to Esso for the

preparation of these responses.

Once we are provided with these

documents by Mr. Bayard, or if any other pertinent information or

document

is obtained,
response to the Request for Information,

we will

immediately supplement Esso's
if necessary.
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REQUEST NO. 1

Were, or are, any hazardous substances ever used, stored,
generated, disposed or otherwise handled at the facility, including
but not 1limited to 1,1,1, trichloroethane, trichloroethylene
("TCE"), 1,2 trans-dichloroethylene ("DCE"), tetra-chloroethylene
("PCE"), and methyl-ethyl-ketone ("MEK")? Identify each hazardous
substance by providing the name, composition and source of origin
of each substance.

RESPONSE NO, 1

ESSO has no specific knowledge regarding the use, storage,
generation, disposal or handling of hazardous substances at the
ESSO Tutu Service Station (hereinafter referred to as "ETSS"). The
ETSS, although now owned and operated by ESSO Virgin Islands, Inc.,
was operated under a lease from 1970 until 1971 by Mr. Robert Dunn,
from 1971 until 1978 by Mr. Daniel Bayard, Sr., and from 1978 until
1990 by Mr. Daniel Bayard, Jr. The whereabouts of Mr. Dunn are un-
known and Mr. Bayard, Sr., was deceased in 1978, therefore ESSO has
been unable to obtain any information and/or documents from the two
(2) first operators of the ETSS to prepare this response.

As such, Esso has never used, stored, generated, disposed or
otherwise handled hazardous substances at the ETSS. We know of no
ESSO product that had been marketed at the ETSS which contained the
materials specifically listed in the Request No. 1. Notwithstand-
ing the above, and in attention to a request by EPA dated May 18,
1988, to provide Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) of all the
cleaning products and solvents used at the ETSS from 1987 on, EPA
was provided on August 17, 1988 a copy of the MSDS of the engine
cleaner used at the ETSS by Mr. Daniel Bayard in his auto mechanic
shop. Copy of the pertinent MSDS, as well as corresponding cover
letter, is attached herewith as part of this response.

As operator and lessee of the service station from 1978 until
1990, Mr. Bayard is the person with specific knowledge of the
materials, including hazardous substances, that may have been used,
stored, generated, or handled at the ETSS.

According to Mr. Bayard, engine cleaning or degreasing was not
a service provided at the ETSS mechanic shop. During the very few
occasions in which he recalls that an engine cleaner was used, the
particular car was driven to a facility having a steam or pressure
cleaning system where the cleaner and the engine grease was
removed.
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Analytical results of samples obtained by EPA on August 17,
1987 from the o0il and water separator at the ETSS showed the
presence of certain chlorinated compounds which are listed as
hazardous substances. However, ESSO has no specific knowledge
regarding the origin, composition or nature of these hazardous
substances which were included in EPA's sampling results.

Inventory records of Mr. Bayard's operations at the ETSS have

not been made available to Esso yet. Once these records are
provided and analyzed, ESSO will supplement these responses
accordingly.

REQUEST NO, 2

For each hazardous substance identified above, please provide
an annual summary describing how each such substance was treated,
handled, transported, stored and/or disposed of by the facility.
Please attach any manifests, invoices and other documentation which
relate to the treatment, handling, transportation, storage and/or
disposal of each such substance. If you are unable to provide a
copy of any such document, please describe the document and explain
why it cannot be provided.

ONS P

Esso has no document in its possession which relates to the
treatment, handling, transportation, storage and/or disposal of
such substances. Please refer to Response No. 1.

REQUEST NO. 3

Are, or were, auto mechanic repairs, including oil changes,
performed at the ESSO facility? Please describe what type of
repairs were performed, if any, and the frequency of such repairs.

0] 0.

To the best of our knowledge and belief, Mr. Daniel Bayard,
Jr., as lessee of the ETSS conducted auto mechanic repairs and oil
changes at the facility. However, ESSO has no specific information
with respect to the type of repairs that were performed at the ETSS
or the frequency of oil changes performed by Mr. Daniel Bayard.
Mr. Bayard has informed ESSO that oil changes were performed at a
frequency of 2 to 4 per day. Light mechanical repairs were also
performed at the ETSS such as general tune-ups, brakes repairs, and
other miscellaneous small repairs, at a frequency of 4 to 6 per
day.

T onm 248l
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REQUEST NO, 4

If the answer to Question 3 above is yes, were any hazardous
substances or hazardous wastes generated, treated, stored, disposed
of or otherwise handled in the process? Please attach any mani-
fests, invoices, and other documentation which relates to this
question. If you are unable to provide a copy of any such
document, please describe the document and explain why it cannot be
provided.

RESPONSE NO, 4

ESSO has no specific knowledge of, nor documents which relate
to, any hazardous substances or hazardous waste being generated,
treated, stored, disposed of or otherwise handled at the ETSS.

REQUEST NO. S
If the answer to Question 3 above is yes, please list and/or
describe what kinds of solvents were used. In addition, please

describe where and how these solvents were stored at the facility
prior to their use, and all disposal practices regarding these
solvents. Please attach any manifests, invoices and other docu-
mentation which relate to this question. If you are unable to
provide a copy of any such document, please describe the document
and explain why it cannot be provided.

RESPONSE NO, S

According to the information provided by Mr. Daniel Bayard,
engine cleaners and brake cleaners in spray cans were sold at the
ETSS. The engine cleaner used at the station's mechanics shop is
described in the MSDS attached hereto. The use of these products
at the station's mechanics shop did not generate any waste. The
spray cans, once empty, were disposed of in the waste basket.

We know of no ESSO solvent products that have been marketed at
the ETSS. Besides, from the MSDS attached hereto, Esso has no
other document which relates to this question.

REQUEST NO. 6

If oil changes were conducted at the facility, please give an
annual summary explaining how the used oil was disposed of, the
quantity disposed of per month and any and all analysis of this
used o0il. Please provide all appropriate documentation. If any
such document is not available, please describe the document and
explain why it cannot be provided.
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RESPONSE NO, 6

Used oil handling, management and storage practices were con-
ducted at the ETSS by Mr. Daniel Bayard who is the person with
specific knowledge of those practices. ESSO has knowledge of the
common practice of service station operation in the U.S. Virgin
Islands to provide the used o0il generated at the stations' mechan-
ics shops for energy recovery to the Water and Power Authority of
the Virgin Islands until such time that the regulations applicable
to such operation became effective. ESSO is also aware of off-site
disposal by Safety Kleen Envirosystems Company, Inc., of the used
0il generated at the service station in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
which may include the ETS"

According to Mr. Bayard, approximately 75 gallons of used oil
were generated at the service station as a result of oil changes.
The used oil was removed by gravity into a 5 gallon storage cart
with a capture funnel on top. The used oil was then stored at a
2,000 gallon storage tank located at the ETSS. Subsequently, the
used o0il was removed by the local government (V.I. Department of
Energy) for usage at the WAPA power plant. The used o0il was also
removed and transported off-site for disposal by Safety Kleen
Envirosystems, Inc.

Mr. Bayard maintains that he has no records of the instances
in which the used o0il was removed and transported off-site. Nor
are there records of analysis, if any, of the used oils.

REQUEST NO, 7

Please describe the structure and location of each o0il and
water separator at the facility, as well as explain the use of each
such unit. Include separators which have been removed and/or shut
down. Please attach a diagram or drawing of these units, the dates
of their use and their location.

RESPONSE NO, 7

The only o0il and water separator ever operated at the ETSS was
constructed in 1986 by EDACO (Eugenio de Arce), an independent
contractor. The separator is made of reinforced concrete with a
steel cover, and has three (3) compartments designed to separate
oils, greases and sludges from the water. A diagram illustrating
the location of the separator at the ETSS is attached herewith.
The separator is presently out of use since all mechanic shop
activities were discontinued in 1990.

TLIT O DoE J484
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REQUEST NO, 8

Is there, or has there ever been, any means by which fluids or
sludge can escape or be discharged from any o0il and water separator
(i.e., an open overflow valve or pipe) that presently exists or
existed at the facility?

RESPONGE NO. 8

In 1986 a pipe was constructed by EDACO to connect the water
phase of the separator into a sewer line located in the parking lot
of the Four Winds Shopping Center behind the ETSS. Pursuant to the
information provided by Mr. Eugenio de Arce of EDACO and Mr. Daniel
Bayard, liquids from the oil/water separator were not discharged
through this connection as the pipe was immediately eliminated and
capped by EDACO.

The oil and water separator is designed, constructed and
operated to prevent the escape or release of the substances which
are stored therein. According to information provided by Mr.
Daniel Bayard, there has never been an overflow of liquids at the
oil/water separator. The o0il from the separator was transferred
manually into a used o0il storage tank located at the premises and
the water was also transferred manually and discharged into the
sanitary line.

REQUEST NO., 9

If the answer to Question 8 above is yes, has there ever been
such a discharge or release? If so, please explain all the details
surrounding such a release and submit any related documentation,

including analysis. If a document is not available, please
describe the document and explain why it cannot be provided.
RESPONSE NO. 9

To the best of our knowledge and pursuant to the information
provided by Mr. Daniel Bayard and Mr. Eugenio de Arce from EDACO,
none.

RESPON 0. 10
By what means could hazardous substances such as PCE and TCE

enter an oil and water separator at the ESSO facility? Please be
specific, and explain all possible means.
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RESPONSE NO, 10

ESSO has no specific knowledge on the means by which PCE and
TCE could have entered the oil and water separator at the ETSS.

REQUEST NO. 11

Does, or did, the facility conduct periodic sampling to deter-
mine whether hazardous substances have entered the oil and water
separators? If so, how often, and on what occasions. Please
attach any such analysis.

RESPONSE NO. 11

ESSO has not sampled periodically the oil and water separator
to determine whether hazardous substances have entered such unit.

REQUEST NO, 12

Have the o0il and water separators been periodically cleaned
out or emptied, either completely or partially? If so, how often
and on what occasions.

P O.

The o0il and water separator was cleaned and emptied by Mr.
Daniel Bayard almost on a daily basis, pursuant to the procedure
referred to in Response No. 8.

REQUEST NO, 13

If the answer to Question 12, above is yes, please explain how
the removed liquids and/or sludges are handled and disposed of?
Please include any sampling procedures and relevant documentation
such as analysis, and manifests. If a document is not available,
please describe the document and explain why it cannot be provided.

PON « 13

Refer to Responses Nos. 6 and 8. Esso has no document in its
possession which relates to this question.

R EST NO. 14

Were, or are, any products (including solvents containing 1,
1,1, trichlorocethane, TCE, DCE, PCE and MEK) ever used, stored,
generated, disposed or otherwise handled at the facility? If so,
identify these products, and explain how were they used, stored
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and/or disposed of? Please provide any related documents, if a
document is not available, please describe the document and explain
why it cannot be provided.

RESPONSE NO. 14

Not to our knowledge. Refer to Response No. 1.

Pursuant to the instructions included in EPA's Request for
Information, nor have attached to these responses a "Certification
of Answers to Request for Information" duly signed by Ms. Ana
Gloria Ramos, Esso's Safety, Industrial Hygiene and Environmental
Protection Advisor. Should you have any further question or need
any information regarding the matters referred to in these
responses, do not hesitate to contact us.

Cordially yours,
Francis Torres
Enclosures
cc Amy Chester, Esq.
José L. Blanco
Ana Gloria Ramos

Otto Bustelo, Esq.
José Cepeda-Rodriguez, Esq.

Ty (TR N
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CERTIFICATION OF ANSWERS TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico

City of _San Juan

I certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined
and am familiar with the information submitted in this document
(response to EPA Request for Information) and all documents
submitted herewith, and that based on my inquiry of those
individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the
information, I believe that the submitted information is true,
accurate, and compléte, and that all documents submitted herewith
are complete and authentic unless otherwise indicated. I am
aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false

information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment.

Croe Ll £

SIGNATURE d

Ana Gloria Ramos
NAME (Print or Type)

Safety, Industrial Hygiene and
s Environmental Protection Advisor
: JOB TITLE

NOTARY PUBLIC

’5? SNern to before me this 29tn.
’f‘\\\ v laly of april , 1991

TUT (IR
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FANNY AUZ-PATINO

CARLOS A. RODRIGUEZ-VIDAL
CORALINA RIVERA

THELMA RIVERA-LABOY
JORGE SEGUROLA

RAMGN L. VELASCO

FRANCIS TORRES-FERNANDEZ
KARIN G.DIAZ-TORO
FRANCISCO J. GARCIA
EDGARDO COLGN-ARRARAS
JOSE M. LORIE-VELASCO
MANUEL A. SILVA-ROSAS

Ref. 092.007

September 22, 1988

Caroline Kwan

Site Compliance Branch

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region II - Room 737

Federal Plaza

New York, N.Y. 10278

Re: Request for Information Under 42 USC
9604, 42 USC 6927, 42, USC 6991(4d)
Tutu Esso Car Care Center, US Virgin Islands

Dear Ms. Kwan:

This confirms our telephone conversation of September 22,
1988 regarding the Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) of an engine
degreaser which was recently provided to us by Mr. Thomas
Gutshall, Operation Manager for the Esso Tutu Car Care Center.

The enclosed MSDS was provided to us in response to our
request to Mr. Daniel Bayard, the service station operator, to
ascertain whether other degreasers, having different constituents
than the one already reported to EPA in response to the above
referred Request for Information, have been used over the vyears
in the Esso Tutu Service Station.

The attached MSDS is provided the supplement the response
provided by Esso to the Request for Information of reference.

Should you have any gquestions regarding the attached
document do not hesitate to contact us.

Cordially yours,

Ftanc?s Tgrées-Fernéndez

Attachment

cc: Eng. Ana G. Ramos
José Font
Greg Rhymer

TUT 00 2490
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