er hand, Grea® Britain had been obliged
to wage wa: abroad anl a1d b22a foreced
to incur the greatesi financial oxpendi-
ture. Her naval effort alone had cost
21 billion of pounds. Jermany, ha edn-
tinued, "‘ecan pay only in exports. [f she
exported too much to the Allies, it would
mean the rain of the Allied industries.
[t she exported too much to the neutrals,
it would mean the loss to the Allies of
the neatral narksts. Consa2queatly the
question of effzerually sezuring payment
of reparations must bz taken up with
due aceount of thesa faets.”” Tae Brit-
1shh Premisr insisted npon the nacessity
of real progress at the present confar-
-gce‘ This eould b2 accomplishad if the
trench Govt. would aceapt the 3oulogne
figure as a basis of dizcussion, that is to
say, six billion pounds in tairvty or thirty-
dve annuities with iaterest. Certain
things must be iasisced upon,” Mr.

d elared, ‘'‘Tne datermi-

Lloyd Gaorge

ation of Germany’s capacity to pay,
the renovation of Germany’s [fantastice

oudget and the I1mposition upon her
paople of taxes as heavy as those paid by
the Allied People, economize as the Al-
lies have done The total of the debt
must be fixed and the mode of payment
established then at a meeting similar to
that at Spa. the Allies should inzet Ger-
many and finally diseuss a settlement.
Mr. Doumer said that Mr. Lloyd George’s
speech did not chaange his upinion. Count
Italian Foreign Minister,

rongly favoured the expert programme

the Helgians., He said it would be a
vital mistake to depart from the basis at
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Houlogne. M. Briand then took tae
door. He asserred that France was not

asking for the impossibie. French pub-
lic opinion was ready to accept what
mignt reasonably be collected. but would
not acespt befora investigation, a one-
sided theory that Germany i3 unable to
pay.  He favoured the annuities and

aquir-d, ""Whv not fix them now, auad
then eoxamine Lermany’s capacity to
v and considar the matter at anoth-
L Mr, Lloyd George in-

vas essential that someibing be
ione, for neither the Allies nor the world
could boar fu-ther delay. It was then

“hat the degision was taken tc appoint
L eomniittas 3 examin: the question and
port back o the couneil, ““Tomorrow
will be the decisive duy for the Confer-
eneca’’, saud M. Sriand to rhe Associatad
Prezg at  he elose of a meeting lasting
our hours, whieh began under condi-
iions leading many to believa that fhe
e¢ontinuance of ine Conference was en-

dangered, but which civs -« under some-
what more opfimistic circumstances"_.
This reparations question musi be settled
once and for all before Saturday night’’,
VI Briand declared ‘'ne positions
taken differ, but are not irreconcilable.
A definite resolution must be adopted
g betore this week end. My position is
exactly that outlined in my official declar-
in the Chamber when I assumed

ation

S T. CROJIX AV IS
the Premiership. It was recalled that
this declaration was to the effeet that
France was opposed te fixing a stated
amoeunt tor the German debt. Dbut fa-
voured annuities. Mr. Briand seemed to
treat the question of disarmament as of
less importance. saying, ' ‘'The-repatrations
questinn must be settled first. [ only
wish the reparations questions could be
settled as easily as that of disarmament.
The question appears likely to be solved
befoie Saturday. The clouds were dark
and heavy today, but ‘he atmosphere is
ciear tonight’’, the Premier concluded.

London, Jany. 27th. —Organized La-
hour at the National Conference ol the
Labour Party and the Trades Uuion
Congress today demanded immediate ac-
tion of the Government o remedy the
plight brought about by the steadiiv
growing unemploymenr 1a the eountry,
endorsed a poliecy whieh its authors as-
sert wili perinanently remove the cause
of the present industrial depression, and
adjourned until February 23rd, in order
to wive the iabour yviembers of Pariia-
ment opportunity o press for the de-
sired remedial steps. "'If we cannot
achicve what this programme suggests
by the constitutional means we will
si0pt some means of extra constitution-
al character’’, declared Mr. Robert Wil-

liams, leader of the transport workers
in supporting the resolution. The pro-

posals embodied in the resolution called

for trad- with Russia, restoration of
trade with other convioenial countries,

a cessation of wavs, stabilization of ia-
ternational exchange rates, an extension
of eredits. organization of transport
system, cessation of the military op-
position and lawless reprisals in Ire-
land, state maintenance of unemploy-
ment, a benefit of forty shillings
weekly to each householder, twenty five
shillings weekly to each single man or
woman, over 18 years, with additional
allowance to dependents and an under
employment allowance on the same bhasis
to provide for the adoptivon of shovciune,
the vroportionate benefit to be ealculated
on the tutal days last week. The pro-
posal ask for a legel reduction in
working hours to forty-four weekly dras-
tic reduction ~foveirtime, ine undertaking

- of neeessary public  work, inciuding
development of roads, railways and

the withdrawal and restric-
tion of juvenile labour 2nd raising of
tae school-leaving age. Govt fraining
schools for woinen and unemploy<d male
workers, a guaranteed minimu .: housing
programme fnr five years with safeguards
against unemploysment to building trades
unions, the removal of Govt restriciions
or the expansion of buildinz guilds and
the contro! of building materials. The
resolution covering the conferences pro-
posals which was adopted willi be sent to
the Prime Minister for consideraiion of
:he members of the Cabinet and all the
me nbers of Parliament.
:{"a'l'ib, -J‘ai"l. 1oy

walerways,

A saliabisas o il
Zoln, —Aa suiudion or  ine

problem of German reparations was
tentatively reached late today by the
Comiittee of experts appointed by the
Allied Supreme Council. Confidence was
expressed that the Council would ap-
prove the Committee’s plan tomorrow.
The proposed scheme provides for the
payment- of annuities on a siiding scale
of from two billion tosix billion gold-
marks over period of probably 42 years
also 124 percent ad valorem tax on Ger-
man exports, :

Dublin, Jan. 28th.—The resignation is
announced of Mr. Roger Sweatman from
the Irish Republic Parliament owing to
what he termed a radical disagreement
with the majority of his fellow members
on vital matters of policy. T»isis crea-
ting a big stir in Dublin. A prominent
Sinn Fein leader today told the Associa
ted Press thut the resignation meant the
final squashing of the peace movement
in which Mr, Sweatman and Father
O’Flanagan, actihg President of the Sinn
Iein, participated conspicuously.

London, Jan. 28th.—Mr. t.loyd George,
says the London Times, has sent in-
structions from Paris for the coalition
pariy machinery to be ready for a gen-
eral election in May or June, after in-
troduction of the Budget early in April.
It appears, says the newspaper com-
ments, tha' the Prime Minister and
Chancelior of the Exchequer have decid-
ed it is possible to introduce a Budget
of 950,000,000 ounds which would allow
considerakle remission o laxation and
thus aftord a favourable 2pp~riunity for
appealing to the counrry.

Bueoos Aires, Jany., 28th.— 'he Bank
of Spain and America capitalized at
2,000,000 pesos, closad its doors today
The suspension is atiribuied 1o the fall
ol Bank of Spain and Paraguay of Asun-
cion, wnich was' a credizor ol the loeal
Bank.

Wasnington, Jany. 29th —ladirect re-
cogaltion by the United Scites of the
Republic of Ireland was knocksd out

in tne Hous todav ona prin of orlap.
Durinz eonsideration ol e diviomadtic
appropriation vepresentative  Vlason, a
m2mber of tha Forzien Affairs Commii-
tee, offered un amendmenr providine a
salary o $10,000 for a Mimsrer of Ire-
land. Instantly hali a doz:a reprosea-
tatives were un their feet and the chair-

man challenzed the vigar of the House
to include sueh aa amendmon  on Lhe

ground that it was withe:1r auiniiy of
the law and that ih re aad b:on no . xe-
cutive reeognition +° lreland,  Mie point
was sustained ny Mr. lowaer of dowa,
presiding. ;

FOR SALE
Cne New Croquet Set.

UAI{I_". R D. LUWEI.L,
Marine Barracks.
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