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the sovereignty of the islands wonld un-
doubtedly bave passed to the Fmperor
cf Germany, and thereby the safety cf
American intercsts, not only in the Carib-
bean sea, but the Isthmus of Perema,
would have been in jecpardy. ‘The her-
bor of St. Themas zffords 8 worderful
refuge for shipping of all kirds. Tor
centuries it wes a pert of call for practi-

cally all vesscels ply'rg befween parts of

the Urited States ard thcee of Scuth
Americe. Milliors cf tors ef ccal were
transferred frem the docks &t St. Thom-
<3 to ecal-burrirg ste:rmers in the Seuth
Americen trece, but the
il for coal 2s the steam n aker, the
World War and frequent drocghts he ve
curtaill ¢ the getivities ef the ‘sland. The
alling «ff in the sugar irdustry erd the
corseq- ent der'etion have set the islands
18235 the total revulation of

tack. In

the icl.nds waz 43,178, In 1917, when
the firs: American census was taken, it
cshowec a fallirg cff of more than forty

prer cent. tne total being in thet year
©6.501. Of these, 19,523 we e reported
S NEegrees, 4 £EB63 mixed, 1,92 white ar d
fortythree of orher color,

Commereial Development.

The Virgin Islands are primavily a mi'i
tary aszet to the United States, but the
opportunity for commercial development
exists, and when 'he United States gets
down to business other than the investi-
gation of oil leases, film fight problen:s
and similar affairs which seem to be occu-
pying the entire attention of Congress
at present, these ielands may receive the
sttenticn to which they are entitled.

The People Desirous

In the meantime the people there are
praying that this millennium may not te
long delayed. And it may be said that
of the eighty odd newspaper editers and
proprietors who visited the islands with
Secretary Denby’s party, seventyfive per
cent, of these cordially endorse the
prayer of the pzople of the Virgins.

TELEGRAMS.
ST. CRO1X STATION.

Paris. April 4th. — The Prince of
Wales, after a 24 hour visit to Paris left
vesterday for Biarritz, to the great relief
of the secret police entrusted with the
task of keeping disereet watch over the
¢ fety of the royal visitor in France.
“he P1 nece fooled detectives :nd repor-
~ ¢rg yes: crday morning. A huize automo-
bile bez ing the coat of arms of the Brit-
i'h Em assy remained standing in front

o: his | otel until neon. As the 1P ice
had no appeared, the deteciives were
i l]t‘,h \,\;:-.l‘rietl. Attf‘l\n()f_)n n "J“‘bpapt‘!'ﬂ

publish: d photographs of the automc-
bile, wth the caption "‘The Prince of
Wales tie latest riser in Paris.”” Iilean-
time he had escsped through ti:e rearcen-
trance of the hoteland Iunched demo-
cratical y in a medest restaurant nea: the
B culevards with a [lormcr interprelor

sulstiteticon of

who was &ttached to tne DBritish army
during the war -

[ublip, April 41}1~—Ftsic?e-m Cosgrave
arncereed vesterday that Judee Richard
Meredith, Cerald Fitzgibtbens exmember
of the Dail for Trinity College, and Pat-
rick Meeilliean, now Minister of Com-
merce lad been aprointed a committee
of inquiry into the recent aimy mutiny
and would be assisted bty Mr. Daniel
Gorey, rcminated by the Farmers Party,
and Major Brvan Cooper, selected by the
Independent Party. The Labour Party
refused to neminate a representative on
the erourd tkat the commn:ittee ought to
be limited to members of the Dail who,
through the executive, were ultimatey
resporsible for the army department
soainst which charees of muddling and
irccmpetence have been made. Mr. Ri-
chard Muleahy asked that the committee
take evidence nrcder oath, tut President
Cosorave said that no legal pewer exist-
ed for the committee lo take sworn evi-
dence or comrpel the attendance of wit-
nesses. Mr. Mulehay and several other
members eomplained of the ‘'seandal-
ous’’ trea‘'ment of officers who had
served the Free State apains: the Irregu-
lars and declared that the officers would
refuse to attend the inguiry and would
lesve the Government to extricate itself
from the situation as best it could.

Paris, April 4th.—For the second time
within 24 hours M. Poinecare’s Govern-
ment was today sustained by a vote of
confidence in the Chamber of Deputies,
327 t> 201. The vote came in the course
of a diseussion of the Pensions Bill,
which egused the downfail of the Pre-
mier’s }1!'-."~.‘i'-11-_; cahinet last week. Amid
seenes of the greatest acitation the new
Minizster, M. Mar=1adopted a
s‘miler to the attitude
elusteyrie, his predece:s-

rs:l refused
b

Finance
exac'ly
taken by M. |

sor in the pori fatio, M M
to eompromis- in tha fuee ol last woek’s
adverse vote and stak he \uestion of
conficerce on a matter off dotail,

London, April 4ih.—Gon ral support
wWas ;li"\‘t-'n in the House of Commons tO-
day to Mrs. Winttingbam's guardian-
ship of iufants bill, whi*h was rea 1 a
second time. The bill provides that the
mother of every legitimate infant shall
be a guardian jointly with the father
and have equal aurhority, right and
responsibilities. Mrs. Wintringham stres-
sed the present unfair position of mar-
ried women, compuared with unmarried
mothers or wives wio are separated
from their hushands, with respezet (o the
castedy of their childien,

Buenos Aires, Apsil 4ih.
tine navy aviators met
day when the hydro aeroplaune 1o
they were flying fell into the bay off
the naval aviators school at Puerto
Belgrano.

London, April 4:h.-—This Government
is the most travellied Ministry Great
Britain ever possessed deelarel My,
Qydney Webb, President of the Board

i Y
ated 1)U
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—Two Argen-
1]‘]| ,- 11 ';'.H‘n to-

s oot
JO1en

Anstraiian cathering here
in connection with the British Exhib
tion. "'Six ont of 20 Ministers have
been in Australia, Mr. Webb eontinued
and not merely as tourists either,

London, April 5th.—Cambridge

of Trade at an

won

the 77th annual boat race against Ox
ford, over the four and a quarter mile
conrse on the Thames this afternoon.

The race, one of England’s greatest sport
‘ crowd of

classies, was witnessed by a

more than one hnodred thousand speet-
ators, who lincd both sides of the riy

from Putney to AMorilake, ambridue
won by 11.2 lengihs. The official time

was 18 minates 4|

Corfa, Avpril brn.—Snarve parts neces-
sary for the repair to the world givdhipg
plane arrived today from London and
Major Macliaren avnounced thal the big

mucnine would be ready to take the aie
agdin In a o hoped
to take oit her today or to-
morrgw,
Scattle, W.N
States Avmy world flivrs were

few hours, and said |

for Athens el

The United
returning
to the dock 2t Sand Foint at 8.456 4. n
today, alter attenmipting 2 start over Lako
Washington. It is reported that motor
trouble had been enciuntered and that
the start would be delnyed temporarily.

L.ondon, April Sth.—tpeaking at Glas-
gow yesterday §the Minrster of Healu,
Mr. John Weatley, 3said tha: if the cour
try had really been startled by sueh pro-
posals as were contained in the recen
svietions bill, **Godfhelp their travquili-
ty in the days to come,”” for when a la
bonr majority appcared in the House of
Commons, it would alter the wlhide so-
cinl quesiion. )

London, Anril 5th.— Severe ear h-
auane sheeks occurred last night in the
D.rbyst re coalfi:lds and in the neigh
Leurboed of Altreio: Shoeks were {rst
noteed at about 11 o’cloek and were more
v.cent than any of those experienced
e .riy 1 March. -whin th eartm ahistoerh
ances were first noticed. Many builldings
were shaken and windows vibrated ioud
ly. The o:cillations were accompanied
by dull uncanny noises, similar to those
proiuced by heavy running in a
quiet sireet or a train in a tunnel. The vi-
brations were distiuct'y t:1t in the mines
To the north of Alficton the shoeks were
equally marked and the yeople 1an into
the streels in alaim, Apparentiy little
damage was done, 1

Ierries

although shaking of
sirata infthe colliery workings nas causer
suoma anxiety,

Port Sudan, Egypt April 5th— The Bri-
tish submarine K26 hzs blown up thLe
stecamer I'ragestan, ine cotton carg)io®
which caucht fire in the Ked Sea «n W.d
desday morning; threateaing the v s
of 1,200 passengers, who; however. were
taken off by vessels summoned by wire-
less, As the Fragestan was set to the
bottom, she was still bizzing fiercely and
uirniely would have been a total
wreck.




