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THE ST. CROIX AV:S

is printed and pudlished daily (Sundlys

and Holidays excepted) by G. Johansen at

the Avis Office.
TERMS:-—SO conts monthly in advance,

2 eents per st gle copy.

———————————v ———— A eS S S T

Entered as second cluss matter May

96th 1917 at the Post Ojice at Christian-

sted, St. Croix, V. L of the U. S A un

der the Act of March 3. 1879.

“Contribution to this paper will be glad-

lg received when the same deals with mat-

ters of general interest, and 18 accompa-

nied with the avihoi’s name, a3 @ guor-

antee of good faith « The editor cannot be

rasponsible for the vicws o} hiscorrespon-

Jen's nor does he necessarily endorsethem

THE DEVIL [ ANCERS OF SOUTH

A AERICA.

The Mulford biolhgical expedition to

Suth America leports finding there a

primitive tribe of Indians who are

thought to be descendants of a peuple

conguered by the Incas nany years ago.

They were disecovered on the liqui river

in the Amazon ba dn hiving in community

houses holding 25 to 49 faumiies. The

women are not slaves or n2asts of burden

like women of neighboring tribes, but

are retognized by the males astheir equals

in every respecl. Al are astonishingly

pnaat and clean. Al work 1s divd:d up

equally among both sexes. Many of the

women own thair own €anoes and o on

long hunting trips like the men.

Among these Indians there is no

mourning for the dead because they be-

lieve the departed go to “*a beautiful

place.”” Their chief superstition is that

a “*devii-devil”’ lurks in the jungles al-

ways ready to seize them. That is why

they conduct an elaborate three day cere-

mony at stated intervals to ward Off this

evil spirit. Though the women dance

with the men at the opening ceremonies

they are not permitted to view the grand

climax when one of the males imperson-

aces the devil-devil’”” and beats the

o'her males—if ke can catch them—-

—with a long, ugly whip. However, if

they are touched they can turn around

and beat the devil.”” If they succeed

i~ driving him off they are greatly pleas-

1. They are more or less cut up in the

ordeal but fortify themselves with drugs.

Gordon MacCreagh, ethnologist ol the

expedition which was headed by Prof.

H. H. Rusby, of Columbia university,
worked ‘‘magic’’ on the natives. He put

a pockat flashlizht in his mourn and Illu

minated it muech to their s irprise The

Indians said it was ‘‘cold magie’’ because

the light did not burn when applied to

their bodies. MaeCreazh used a small

magnifying glass to light his pipe and to

burn some of the natives. They ealled

this *‘hot magic
’’ Gifis of small mir-

rers proved a great delight to the women

The natives use a poison>d arrow which

kils within two minutes after finding

its mark.The Pathfinder, Sept B'h
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-~ Publication.

T is hereby brought to publie no-

i tice that the Government has,
this date, authorized the Reverend

J. P. CHR STENSEN to perform
civil religious functionsin the Muni-

chality of Saint Croix.

Governmentof the Virgin llslands of

the United States, Saint Ttomas 6 Sep-
tembr, 1923.

WM. S. ZANE,
- Govzrnment Secretary.


