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The old sugar cane plantation of Whim is located 1.7 miles

southeast of Fort Frederick, Frederiksted on Center Line Road,

St. Croix. The site includes a significant neo-classic greathouse
(constructed in approximately 1794), notable for its a-typical
curved ends and complex exterior articulation, and other outbuild-
ings important to plantation operation. A watchhouse from another
estate, and several steam engines have been added to the set of
original buildings, which have been restored to an approximation of
their original state.

The Great House lies parallel to Center Line Road, set back
from the road with the main entrance centered in the north facade.
Two secondary entrances are at either end, with a fourth centered
in the rear facade. The long axis of the house lies on the east-
west axis.

The building is a rectangle with rounded ends, measuring 90'
by 35'. There is a wing to the rear, extending 40' off the west side
dating from the 1890's. The foundation, like the walls, is constructed
of heavy limestone block and coral, with a mortar of lime and molasses.
N A six inch wide dry moatiwith a 15" retaining wall surrounds the
[/t Puilding. The moat wall extends two to four feet above ground level,
and the moat is six to eight feet deep.

There are nine window and door openings on both the front and
rear facades. The two main facades are divided into three sections--
a central section with a door and two windows, all extending to the
foundation line, and two flanking sections of three window bays each.
Pilasters divide the central section from the flanking sections,
and divide each bay of the flanking sections. The flanking sections
are further articulated by capital bands conrecting the pilasters
and marking the sill level of the windows, which, together with a
continuous molding below the cornice line, divide the wall into a
complex orchestration of recessed panels.

The door and two windows of the central section of the facade
have semi-circular fanlight niches, filled with masonry, and topped
with keystones with rolled tip edges. The windows of the flanking
sections have triangular pediments, and recessed panels centered
under the sills between the molded bands. The two windows of the
center section have semi- circular wrought iron balconies.
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Access to the doors is by the typical West Indian "welcoming arms"
staircase, with fanning walls. All windows are fitted with wooden
shutters, constructed of vertical planks. Hardware on the shutters
includes strap hinges, affixed to wrought drive pintles. The number
of bays is duplicated in the basement story, where the windows open
out onto, and receive sunlight and ventilation from the open moat.
The basement level does not have the applied ornamentation of the
main floor.

The roof, which is a recent replacement, follows the curve of
the ends of the building, and is covered with cypress wood shingles.
The roof gutter, also added recently, is a concrete drain.

The interior plan consists of three large rooms with a side hall,
centered in the rear wall, and following the longitudinal axis of
the building. The wood floor is a replacement of an earlier floor.
The walls are plastered with wainscotting, baseboards and picture
mouldings. The "tray" ceiling is a replacement.

The basement below is a large open space partitioned only by a
colom aded wall down the center.

The rear addition has masonry exterior walls, a gable roof, ex-
terior galvanized gutters and leader. There are three openings to
each side and one to the end. Out buildings original to Whim in-
clude a cookhouse, bathhouse, and windmill, all reconstructed, and
ruins of a factory.

The cookhouse is part of a heavily reconstructed T-shaped com-
plex to the south of the great house. The main body of the T is
taken up by the cookhouse, and an area reconstructed to represent
a sugar boiling shed, while the long cap of the T houses a museum.
Parts of the walls of these structures are original, and consist
of a masonry of limestone rubble, brick and coral.
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An original bathhouse is located about 20' from the west end
of the greathouse. It is a square block, measuring 12' 6" on each
of the four sides.

The site of an old slave quarters lies about 15' off the north
wall of the T-shaped complex. The present building, which may be
resting on original foundations, is a masonry and stucco rectangle,
measuring about 120' by 20'. The roof is hipped, and covered with
corrugated metal.

An old carriage house, currently reconstructed for use as an
office, is located to the east of the cookhouse. It is a rectangle,
measuring 21' by 47', or five bays by two bays, constructed of rub-
ble masonry. There is an addition with a shed roof, off the western
facade.

To the east of the old carriage house is a watchhouse, which
has been moved from another plantation. It is a rectangle measuring
9' 6" by 10' 8", constructed of rubble masonry and brick, window
openings on the north, south and east sides. The interior is in
the shape of a single-barrel-vaulted room, covered by a roof which
splays to the outside to cover the entire rectangle created by the
four walls.

Further to the east, are the ruins of the former factory, and the
old chimney for the steam mill, measuring 13' on a side at the base,
and about 85' high. The windmill which has been reconstructed, is
located on the farthest point east of the complex of buildings.

The grade slopes from the west to the east, and the foundation
measures 1' 3" on the deepest side. The mill measures 18'6" in
diameter, and has walls, 4'6" thick, measured at the window openings.
It is constructed of coursed, dressed limestone block, with radia-
ting surrounds in the form of blocks around the arched window and
door openings. The main entrance to the mill is on the west, and is
approached from the lower grade on the west by a "welcoming arms"
staircase of limestone and stucco which visually continues the

masonry surround of the entrance.

GPO 892 455
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Two window openings placed halfway down the wall are located to
the north and south. Square openings, six inches on a side are
found in the masonry above the foundations.
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1794

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Christopher Mac Evoy, Jr.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

17th and 18th centuries.

Whim was one of the most prosperous sugar plantations of the

In addition to processing sugar cane from

its own fields, the Whim factory received cane from many nearby

plantations as well.

was a Patrick Donough.

Tax records for Whim date from 1751.

it was known as John's Rest.

from his Scottish father,
with a reputation for high living,

The earliest known owner
When he was in possession of the plantation

The Whim greathouse was built about 1794, by Christopher Mac
Evoy, Jr., a Danish Sugar Planter who inherited = the plantation

as did many other plantation owners.

Brothers.
Blacks Enke & Co., Baring Brothers & Co. of London,

a naturalized Dane.
spent most of his time in Europe,

Mac Evoy,

a bachelor

In 1824 Mac Evoy sold the property to the firm of Hartmand and

fith.

late 1950s.

Subsequent owners were the Tutein Brothers firm of C.
and Thomas Grif-

Whim is currently owned by the Virgin Islands Government and
leased to the St. Croix Landmarks Society for operation as a museum.
The society began restoring the greathouse and outbuildings in the

ing interpretation of a restored sugar plantation.

It is the only museum in the U.S. Virgin Islands offer-

The Whim Greathouse is a superb example of Danish neo-classicism
as adapted for use in the West Indies with finely articulated window
and door openings and applied molded details enhancing the basically
simple one story rectangular plan with semi-circular ends, all under
the traditional hip roof.
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Whim Great House

THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

Two historic buildings on the Vir-
gin Islands will be restored to a sem-
blance of their former beauty and
stature through the efforts of the St.
Croix Museum, Inc., an educational
non-profit organization founded in
1951. These are the Steeple Building
in Christiansted and the Greathouse
at Whim (erroneously called the Old
Dutch Church) near Frederiksted.

The Steeple Building, which dates
back to 1753, is owned by the Insular
Government and is being restored with
federal funds under the guidance of
Fred Gjessing, architect of the Na-
tional Park Service, and aided by
Herbert Olsen, historian for the Na-
tional Historic Site in Christiansted.
When completed it will be occupied by
the museum under a lease agreement
with the Park Service. The Folmer
Andersen collection of pre-historic
Caribbean artifacts will be displayed
along with exhibits showing the color-
ful history of St. Croix.

116

No accurate date can be set for the
Whim Greathouse. Records show that
a family was living on the estate as
early as 1759. The title “Whim” was
used from 1804 to the present, although
the estate as named ‘“John’s Rest”
after its'first owner, John Delay. Simi-
lar type buildings on St. Croix, with
semi-circular ends, date from the late
1700’s. Whim Greathouse may have
been built then by Moravian mission-
aries who were often craftsmen of
various kinds. Whim is being restored
by the museum with funds donated by
individuals and several grants from
the Insular Government. It will become
a much-needed adjunct to the perma-
nent exhibits housed in the Steeple
Building. Furniture and furnishings,
paintings, and other possessions used
by the opulent planters at the height
of the Danish Colonial regime, when
sugar was king in St. Croix, will be
displayed there. The structure will be
completely renovated and ready for
fall tourists this year.



The Cohn house, ca. 1900

Dominion Foundation, to enable it to
carry on its program of preservation
and interpretation for the next two
years. The fund will be used to engage
professional administrative and re-
search personnel needed for the organ-
ization’s part in preserving the city’s
past. Robert J. Kerr, director of the
Preservation Society of Newport
County, R. I., was subsequently ap-
pointed the new executive director of
Historic Annapolis, Inc.

A century-old family schoolhouse
was moved to a new site by the Jack-
son County Historical Society behind
its headquarters at the restored Jack-
son County jail in Independence, Mo.
The one-room school, donated to the
society by William T. Howard of Lee’s
Summit, was built by his grandfather,
W. B. Howard, Sr., and occupied the
front yard of the Howard residence for
more than 100 years. Howard, a South-
ern sympathizer during the Civil War,
was held prisoner by the Federal Army
at the county jail at Independence.
Before the war he gave the Missouri
Pacific Railroad right of way through
his land and platted a town along the
railroad which later became Lee’s Sum-
mit. William T. Howard inherited the
family house and 320 acres of the
original 2,000-acre farm. About $2,000
is needed to complete the restoration

which has already received assistance
from the Women’s Civic Club of Inde-
pendence, several businesses, and in-
dividuals. In addition to the original
children’s desks, teacher’s desk, and
pot-belly stove, the Society has been
given 10 copies of the McGuffey reader
for the display in the school.

1960 is the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Juliette Gordon Low, founder
of the Girl Scouts. The Low birth-
place, built during the 1820’s, in Sa-
vannah, Ga., was restored at a cost
of $500,000 and is owned and operated
by the Girl Scouts. Forty thousand
persons have visited the Regency struc-
ture since its opening in 1956. Visitors
are often greeted and shown through
the structure by Daisy Gordon Law-
rence, niece of the founder and the first
registered Girl Scout.

In an effort to save an historic Vicks-
burg, Miss., residence from destruc-
tion, the Historic Foundation of Vicks-
burg is protesting any change in the
zoning status of the area in which
the house is located. The property is
under option for lease or sale to a
business enterprise; such a lease or
sale would be dependent upon rezoning
the area from residential to commercial
status. The house, built in 1840, was
once the residence of Dr. C. K. Mar-
shall, a pioneer Methodist minister
who married Amanda Vick, a daughter
of the founder of Vicksburg, Rev.
Newit Vick. The only solution worked
out to date to save the house is a 15-
year option at $200.00 per month, with
no firm price to buy except an approxi-
mate amount of $40,000 at the end of
that time. Four apartments in the
house would probably net $200.00 per
month and save the house for 15 years.

More than 2,500 school children
came to Mystic Seaport in 1959 and
as many more are expected during
1960. These boys and girls often have
saved their pennies throughout the
school year to put them into the class
treasury for their venture into the past.
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LIMESTONE AND  CORAL , SHINGLED HIP ROIOFE w/ RoUNDED
ENDS; MOAT —¢ FT. WIDE, 6-% FT. DEEP UJ/ 38 RETNN'N@_ WALL,
9-BAY FACADE CIVIDED INTp 3 SECTIONS ; CENTER. SECTION ¢ 3
oéoz FLANKED BY 2z WwWiNDowWs ALL EXTENDING TO FLOOR. EA. wf ‘B
SEMI- QIRCULAR. FANLIGHTS (FILLED W/ MASONRY ) W SHOTTERT, 3

. 5 ‘
ASS CORVED ARM STEPS: WINDOW W/ BALONIES END SECTION: i
30 %(‘)E‘,zbc':mz m'ag w%wows 5595%4"&{: 8Y Pl S‘TER.S;o(rrec)u.omas—suaAo( REFINNG

SIGNIFICANCE (maxinun two sentences) \WHHA—RES ONE. OF THE. MOST PROSPEROUS
SUGAR. PLANTATIONS OF THE IT™ £ 8™ CENTURIES IN-THE .
\I(&G.N ISLANDS, THE WHIM GREATHOUSE  BUILT C. 1794 BY
CHRISTOPHER. MAC BEVON, JR.., 1S AN EXAMPLE OF DANISH - ‘
NEJ- CLASSICISM AS ADAPTED FOR USE IN THE WEST
INDIES.



DARIS R |
ARCIUTECTURAL STYLE: NEO - CLASSICAL
. | @ =
arehiteetAn builder: cHe ST PHER TWC & éng?fnccr' L —
landscapo/garden designer:  — a’“St/iU‘USi“l: B
Interior decorator; — buildcr/contracu)r- -

ETHNIC GROUP: ~— Ziewsl /ot

NAMES: v ¥ Yy J) )
] AIIES. personal - _v\‘/,{.'&;,_‘ W vAr‘ ?.i’l; san - i # »4"’;‘ /76
(label role . T |

&

appropriate date)

events

institutional —

DATES!  pate oF consTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 17‘34—‘/
DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) :

o . S 3
SOURCE.; (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LCCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY

OTHER FEDEPAL 'AGENCY:

> (to nearect tenth of an acre) {0

CO;\ILIENTS. (include architectural information here) PLAN  RESTAN G & \Al/ AT T

CUT LIMESTONE| CoRSL | | STORY oVER. BISEMENWT, RELBNEULIE. WITH ROUNDED &NDS,
MEE HIPPED ROOE, frowl CERTER SNMB4ct WIMM BLAD PARUGHT, FLBWKANG FRBACH

™ \2on BALLONY Bmd BUWD Fanlioht PROTELNING WINOOW PEdINenTS
poorsy BB W ”

PLLASTERS | BelT cmm ! wu.b.. Avy MOBI SURROUNDING Buu—bmev\ | ~-oroey OntLED

Reae. 2poinen \%105‘ oma ArBNIW S, 20Th c | WU pines ThAVDE tooictruac,

# Ll
e,mous& oD W\V\&&‘ . S ot il o r plantations;:
O B iy Prospe 211 5 Lll alii 1O % S




