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P R O e E E D i N G o that it was first introduced in the Coun-
A L) ¢cil on Decembér 22, 1921, 'be Govern-
OF THE nient of the Virgin lIslands is acting
upon a mandate of ne f\“"”f._"l‘l_‘.".“-::i'![]llll

COLONIAL COUNCIL

FOR ST. CROIX.

(Continwed from yesterday’s Aves.)

4th Membar for Frederiksted Country
Distriet (Fleming) remarked: Mrvr. Chair-
man. We are coming up against the
worst time [ have experienced in St.
Croix, and yet we are seeking to impose
a tax upon people who are unable to pay,
[ think it would ne much better to let

this tax question go for some future
time when we have more vain. Today
we are out looking for something we
haven’t got. We are not able, in a
sense, to feed the laborers. I lost thirty- |
six head of cattle last year for want of |

[ tnink it unfair to impose more
If it is the idea to turn the
island in bush, then go ahead and in-
crease tax. As one of our old Couaneil!
Member, John Hewitt, once said, —''Let
well enough alone.” We may have to
call upon the Red Cross {or h=lp soon. I
ask to let well enougrh alone.

Government Secretary (Gaffney) re-
marked: Mr. Chalrman., With regard
the remark made by the 4th Memberytor
Frederiksted Country District it might |
be well to review the history ot tnis tax |
legislation. The Couacii 1ccord shows

water,
tax o©on us,

Comnnssion,

['he ordinance is now called Gp, a time

when half of the members of the Coun-
cil 18 about to retire: and under the
Rules off Rusiness all matters pending on

14
118

the docket will die with t Couneil. It

would seem from these faers that we
are no further than wo ware in Decem-
ber 1921. Unless the hill be enaected bhe-
fore the Council dics it would boco:ie the
duty ol the f}-i\‘u:‘,i nent of the Vireln
[slands 1o re; (e matter to the Con-
gress of the ’.?::l'.n 1 States for action by
Lrem h

The Chairman: 1nreply to the Gov-

ernment Secvetary 1 wish to say that ac-

cording to precedent ail bills pending on
the docket when the Council dies are re.
introduced in the new Couneil,

201 Memoer tor Christiansted Town
(Canegrta): 1t is a general rule made
two yvears ago, not a precedent

The Chatrman: It is not in the Rules

of but a rule adopted years
ago. Some Chalrmen enforeed it-and
others did not, but [ lave followed the
rule since I am Chairman.

st Member for

> -
)U:ﬂl‘\:’:'t".

Fredoriksted Country
Distriet (dAnZersen) remarked: Mr.
Chairman. May 1 when a Con-
gressional Commission happens to visit
this island for only a day are we then in

asi

Yolie the
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Anti-Sludder Tickei.

honor bound to pass laws based on their
recoramend iticns, whea we know their
argumen: 18- unfair? A few months
aco | had a talk with a Congreszman
and during our conversation the Income
Tax f.aw came up and he told me that
Coeress never knew that we had passed
an Inecome Tax Law down here in 1921,
He said not many members in Congress
know mueh about the Virgin Islands, 1
ngsosceid  that something must have
boen wroae between this Governmeiis
md the Conervess. In view of ail ti

| eannot give much ereéait Lo the )
G ressIonal (t'la: L 0O 1920 1o yven
knows 1t i3 not a goad report, so |

the less we tatis abosurt it the beiler
would be (o il eonearnad,

3rd Membar for Weaderiksted Connd

Distriet (17, V. S would like (o
‘mmﬂ \H-",‘.-'-'r (avernment i3 strony
its dem "'." A persenal to

The Chairneoe answared yves

t}ltl :\It mner :"‘I‘ : kst P nntry
Distriet (A, 3. Skooch) vemacked: My,
Chairman. Afier eonsidering the mortey
further Governmoent may see (5 way p
clear to meet the Couaneil halt way,
esr .cially as the Council has a name and )
r cord for meeting the Governmesnt in
mhany instances more than half the w
[ do not think that by this attituds Gov-
ernment thinks we are opposing the
measure otv are disloyal, atleastl don’t
feal that way, especially as the differ-

ence between the new and th

tem is so little, I uelieve the Govern-
ment wiil cep its way eclear to waive the
personal tax. W= shouid have nopes
that something may turn up and the

whole matter will turn out to be of econo-
mical value fo the island.

Government Secretary
marked: Mr. Chairman.

(;.i‘ft.f;;‘.!r _iJ.’] re-
!t is my par

sonal wish thav I eould give some hope
to the Honorabie 3rd Member for Fred-
eriksted Country Distriet that theve is a

middle ground covering this maiter but
personal p overty receives the pro
tection and administration as real pro- \
perty th | canuot give any hope.
'l.h( Y g0 E.‘d:'.l.l ii’l }t-';i‘.*i—i:l‘ii] hI}ti person-

sdme
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-Itl;. Appointed Member (Blackwood)

remarked : Mr. Chairman. \"'}h rée
gurd to remark made by the Govergp-
ment Seeretary ecncerning the length o

time this ordinance has bl en belore the
Council, I sympatize with him. It might
have been discouraging 1o sce tlat we

have taken s0 long a time opefore tuka

o




