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UVI Graduates 287 in Ceremonies on Both Campuses

Members of
the University of
theVirginldands
Classof 2002were
regaled and re-
minded at com-
mencement exer-
cises on May 18
and 19 on the St.
Thomas campus
and St. Croix cam-
pus, respectively.

“ Join the bands of thosewho do good and work against those
whodoevil,” Gov. Charles Turnbull told the graduates. A UV
professor emeritus, and one of the peoplewho lobbied the gov-
ernment 40 years ago to form a college, Turnbull noted the
indtitution’ saccomplishmentsover theyears.

Touting commencement as“the special event that addsthe
most capitad to . Craix,” President OrvilleK eentold thegraduates
on St. Croix that it had special meaningto him. “ Thisismy last
commencement exerciseand for meitisamoving and touching
moment.” Hetold both classesthat educationisalifd ong endeavor
and that each student should continue on apath to success.

Keynotespeaker MarieV. McDemmond, Ed.D., president of

Workers put the finishing touches on the Sports and Fitness
Center’ snew sign. The sign ison the southern side of the build-
ing facing the Cyril E. King Airport. “ When anyonefliesin, this
isthe first thing they see,” said UVI’s Athletic Director Peter
Sauer, who lobbied for the sign’s funding. Spotlights will be
installed soon so that “ even when you flyinat night, it’ sthefirst
thing you see,” Sauer said.

(Left) Graduates on the &. Thomas campus listen as speakers address them. (Right) On K.
Croix graduates beam asthey walk down the aisle to their seats.

Norfolk State Uni-
versity, implored
the graduates to
value their UVI
education as spe-
cial because of
UVI’'s status as a
Historicdly Black
Collegeor Univer-
sty (HBCU).“Ifwe
areto continue our
great legacy of ex-
cellence, afuturethat isvery different fromthe past isbeforeus,”
shesad.

Using an analogy of farming throughout her speech Martha
Joseph, the student commencement speaker on the St. Thomas
campus, received intermittent applauseand agtanding ovationfrom
graduatesand faculty. Shetold her fellow graduatesthat they have
broken new ground, and warned them against allowingit to be-
come*“fallow” - defined by the American Heritage Dictionary as
ground that is ploughed but | eft unseeded during agrowing sea-
son, or something characterized by inactivity. “ Y ou haveworked
hard, you have ploughed, but do not leavethat land seedless. This
will only lead tofruitlessness,” said Joseph, asummacum laude
graduate who earned aBachel or of Artsdegreein English/sec-
ondary education. She applauded Dr. Keanandthe V .I. govern-
ment for the advancesthe University hasmadewith their assis-
tance. Joseph urged | eadersto work together to make UV I the
“intdlectud eye’ of theVirginldandsand oneof themost respected
ingtitutionsin the Caribbean.

Guest speakerscharged the* ditinctive and committed” St.
Croix graduateswith committing themselvesto theidand. Senate
President AlImando“ Rocky” Liburd noted that thecommunity is
sufferingfromalack of moralsand vaues. “ Wewant youto helpfix
it,” hesaid. “ Stay hereand makeacontribution. Thetruetestishow
many of you aregoing to say hereand weather the storm.”

Dée egateto Congress Donna Chrigtiansen had asimilar mes-
sagefor thegraduateson St. Croix. “ Thisisnot thetimetowait on
government, towatch our futureunfold fromthesidelines. Thisis
ouridand, thisisour future, and asquietly asit hasbeen kept, the
futureof theVirginldands.”

Inthewordsof St. Croix student commencement peeker Zahra
O’ Reilly, amagnacum laude graduatein elementary education,

“thevoyagebegins”



UVI's Summer Institute Prepares Students for Global Leadership

MarthaJosephisnot psychic, but
she does know who will governthe
Caribbean nation of Dominicainthe
next 15 years- shewill. Joseph was
oneof 48 studentsattending the Uni-
vergty of theVirginldands2002 Sum-
mer Ingtitutefor Future Global Lead-
ersinthe Caribbean. Thegoa of the
chdlenging, two-week Summer Ingti-
tuteisto prepareuniversity students
for global leadershiproles. Students
participated in lectures, field trips,
workshopsand seminars. Morethana
dozen presenters, including entrepre-
neurs, deansand an ambassador, lec-
tured around thetheme* Globd LeadershipinaDynamic Environ-
mat”

Attheend of the Summer Indtituteal studentsproduceacus-
tomized | eadership prospectusthey planto adopt. Preparing for
theroleof Dominica sPrimeMinister, during thenext 15 years
Josephwill eernamaster’ sdegreein Caribbean education sudies,
seek membershipinvarious Caribbean asociations, publish abook
onwomen' sissuesand found her own political party. Shenoted
that Dominicahasregressed sincetheretirement of former Prime
Minister, Dame EugeniaCharles. Joseph plansto makeadiffer-
enceby being “that femd eleader that the Caribbean needs.”

While Joseph’ sfocusisthe Caribbean, Antoinette Mabry’s
focusison globa marketing. After spending sevenyearsworking
inthemarketing field, Mabry knowsthediscrepancies minorities
face. Minoritiesand consumersfrom various ethnic groups spend
billionsof dollarsannually, inamarket wherethey are oftenig-
nored or misrepresented, the graduate student at Clark Atlanta
Universty said. Asaglobal leader in multi-culturd marketing, she
hopesto bridgethat gap.

“Giventherecent eventsof 9/11, thewar on terrorism, turbu-
lenceinthefinancia marketsand world economies, innovationsin
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Participantsin UVI’s Summer I nstitute for Future
Global Leaders in the Caribbean convene for
practical problemsolving.

ﬂ medicine, etc., webelievethat future

. leaders should bewell equipped to
dedl withdynamicdementsinour glo-
bal environment,” said Dr. Solomon
Kabuka, director of the Summer Ingti-
tute.

Inventor Liston Abbott, the key-
note speaker at the opening cer-
emony, agreed. Hetold studentsthat
leadersmust bedynamic. “Don't fed
that becauseyou' regoing inonedi-
rection, you can't changeyour direc-
tion,” hesaid.“Y ou'vegottobeableto
adapt.” Abbott aso urged theyoung
|eadersto master interpersona com-
munication, notingthat itisthefoundationfor al communication.

TheSummer Indtitute, held annualy inMay, isopento college
juniors, seniorsand first-year graduate studentsfrom collegesand
universitiesinthe Caribbean and theU.S. Thisyear’ sparticipants
included onelaw student. The Summer Ingtitute issupported an-
nually by internationd, regional and local organizationsand uni-

versties.
June 17 Board of Trustees Meeting, STT
June 14-17 Play: “For Better For Worse,” STT
21-24, 28-30,
July 1

June 28-July7 Caricom Basketball Tournament, STT
June 27 SBDC Workshop, STT
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