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This is typical of[Sad-

dam Hussein's/ use ofhu-

man hewqsfor thesepo-

litical purposes ofhis.
'

—Secretary of State Colin Powell

UUtrnn DUCIND ON PRISON: An Ir.ql crowd bc~.u Into Abu Ghr.*, prison near Baghd.d ,o h..«.n th. ZmSfXS?*
In Basra, wnere tnousand.s of

Shiites have been detained over
the years for opposing the Iraqi
leader, the news spread quickly
on Jumhooriya Street, where at
least a half-dozen freed prison-
ers returned to their families.
On Sunday night, horns

honked and people blew kisses
to one another as former in-

mates came home.
"We will soon be together,"

Jaseb Mawla Khidhir, 43, told
his son by telephonefrom Bagh-
dad, where he was released af-

ter serving four years of a life

sentence for drug dealing, his
family said.

Relatives waited past mid-
night for Khidhir's appearance
and planned a huge feast.

"We owe this act 'of kindness

to our president," said Khid-
hir's uncle, Hassam Kidhir
Mehdi. "Only he can make the
Iraqi people free."

In the nearby Jail, convicted
embezzler Hussein, who had
five year*remainingon his sen-
tence^ was eating In Mb cell

8unday morning when the ra-

dio crackled about impending
"good news for the hSflqi peo-

ple.

Hours later, the governor of
the province arrived and called
his name and those of scores of
others who had been languish-
ing behind bars.

Within minutes, Hussein
strode into the arms of his cry-
ing family outside the jail.

"We thought this might hap-
pen because our president has
talked about doing nice things
for the people," he said.

The freed man promised to
repay his leader. He plans to

join the Iraqi army.
As Hussein hugged his broth-

er, who said he lost a leg in an
American bombing raid while
fighting in the 1991 Persian Gulf
war. he vowed, "111 be a sacri-
fice for my country."
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INTRODUCTION
Greetings! I have been entrusted to edit the first issue of the

Anarchist Black Cross Network (ABC-Net) Newsletter, which as is my
wont, have churned out as a zinc. For, I believe d.i.y. zincs are what
the samizdat press was in Soviet Russia, here in Amerika, to the nth

degree. Prisoners zines are especially important as the exploding

2,000,000 plus population of our Brothers 6 Sisters, is bursting with

insight, talent, courage, awareness and the necessary analysis we need
to raise the level of consciousness needed to fight this hideous system,
from within and help coordinate resistance from outside the vast gulag

system. We need eachother and we need to uarAr with eachother!

Back in July of 2002, several dedicated prison abolitionist activists

in Texas, such as Ernesto Aguilar, the recently released anti-racist,

political prisoner, Christopher Plummer, Rebecca, Eric, Samantha,
Twitch, Sara and many, many others, dedicated several weeks to pull

together this groundbreaking conference, which culminated in the
creation of a new network of independent U.S. ABC groups and
solidarity-minded sister groups. This is our story, our report.

It was my humbling task to attempt to come up with a publication

that would begin to give this far-reaching endeavor a written voice.

Now, I have been involved in dozens of prisoner zinc publications and
have editted newsletters and zines that served to speak for various

anti-racist/anarchist/revolutionary prison abolitionist groups and
chronicle the cases of various important prisoners. This has helped to
bring the tremendous, groundbreaking analysis, focus, artistry and
power of the most conscious and brave prisoners, here in the U.S.

I'm sure that important issues have not been emphasized enough,
contributions and contact information from those who feel akin to this
project have been slighted or omitted. Many, many prisoner
submissions have not been included, not because they didn't deserve to
be, but because this publication is a finite, 60-paged publication. The
prison reality is vast and horrible and requires constant attention,

struggle and dedication. It is the most oppressive, racist, sexist,
violent and evil system in all of Amerikan capitalism. Ifs the racist
class war brought home with a 24-hour a day vengeance. It needs to
be torn asunder completely and all our loved ones brought home, like

was shown is so eminently possible for the joyous Iraqi people!

Anthony Rayson, Chicago ABC

Short List of Prisoner Support Groups
(New ABC Chapters are forming!

)

Mexico The MOVE Organization South America

P.O. Box 19709
ABC/Cruz Negra Anarquista Philadelphia. PA 19143. USA ABC Buenes Aires
Mexico (don't put ABC on envelope) (610)499-0979 c/o Plchon
c/o Miguel Angel Cortes 0. onamovelliaOaol.com CC3411-C1000WBI
Apdo 17808 website: http://www.moveorg.net/ Buenos Aires. Argentina
Mexico D.F. 11411

Chicano Mexkano Prison Project ABC Brazil
United Stales P.O. Box 620095 Caixa Postal 308

San Diego. CA 92162. USA Santos. Brazil
Austin ABC udb2000Ohotmail.com
P.O.Box *?V;z4/ website: ABC Brazil
Austin. TX 7876$ -Ht-kl http://bum.uc3d.edu/-udti/crnpp/ Caixa Postale 14576-22412-970
austinabc_© hotmail.com

Alvaro Luna Hernandez Defense
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

Dallas/Ft. Worth ABC Committee ABC / Sao Paulo
P.O. Box 202846 P.O. Box 667233 Caixa Postal 294
Arlington. TX 76006 Houston. TX 77266-7233 Sao Paulo • SP
websitewww geocities.com/ronin05 website: www.freealvaro.org CEP-01 059-970
82/index.html Brazil
DFW_ABC anarcho.zzn.com Leonard Peltier Defense Committee

P.O. Box 583
cna_spd hotmail.com

New York City ABC Lawrence. KS 66044 Australia
P.O. Box 2044* (913)842-5774
Tompkins Square Station website: www.freepeltler.org ABC Melbourne
New York. NY 10009-9991 P.O. 300
nycblackcross9 hotmail.com Onward Anarchist Newspaper East Brunswick. Victona 3057

P.O. Box 2671 Australia
Philadelphia ABC Gainesville Fl 32602 abcmelbOyahoo.com.au
4722 Baltimore Ave. info onwardnewspaper.org
Philadelphia. PA 19143 website: ABC Brisbane
phillyabcOyahoo.com www.onwardnewspaper.org P.O. Box 556

free prisoner subs St. Brisbane
Houston ABC 4101 Queensland. Australia
P.O. Box 667614 North American Earth Liberation
Houston. TX 77266-7614 Prisoners Support Network ABC Sydney
website: www.houstonabc.org P.O. Box 11331 P.O. Box 691
ho u stonabc2@ hotmail.com Eugene. OR 97440. USA Newtown Sydney

naelpsnOtao.ca NSW. 2042
Claustrophobia ABC
P.O. Box 1721

www.spiritoffreeoom.org.uk Australia

Baltimore. MO 21203 Animal Liberation Front ABC Athens
clauslrodcharm.net Support Group c/o Basil

Box 69597 8 Aristidou St.

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro. 5845 Yonge St. 10558
P.O. Box 721

Homewood. IL 60430
Willowdale. Ontario. M2M 4K3.
Canada

Athens. Greece

ABC Huddersfield
Other Prisoner Support Vegan Prisoners Support Group P.O. Box 391
and Anti-Prison Groups P.O. Box 194 Huddersfield. HO 13XX

Enfield. Middx UK
Anarchist Prisoners EN1 3HD. England
Legal Aid Network

818 SW 3rd Ave ABC Spain
PMB354; Paseo de Alberto Palacios +

,

,

u
Portland. OR 97204. USA n.-2 12*" Street Books
apianOtao.ca 28021 Madrid Inside Books Project
The Jericho Movement abc Dijon cedex 827 W. 12th Street
P.O. Box 650
New York. NY 10009. USA KobSos Austin, Texas 78701

website: 21014

www.thejerichomovement.com/ Dijon Cedex. France



prisoners ot tne class war. &0
For more information on the IRSM, our prisoners, and Teach na Failte,
check out the following websites:

http://www.irsm.org/lr5rn.html -- The Irish Republican Socialist Movement
http://www.irsm.org/lrspows/ - Irish Republican Socialist Prisoners of War
http://www.irsm.org/lrsp/free_desste/ - Free Dessie Campaign
http://www.lrOT.org/lrsp/tnf/ - Teach na Failte

Irish Republican Socialist Corrmittees
2057 15th Street, Suite B
San Francisco, CA 94114

Irish Republican Socialist Party
POW Department
392 Falls Road,
Belfast, BT12, Ireland

'Solidarity Is

A Weapon!"

Eric Hayes Patkowski

BRIEF LIST OP A FEW PRISONERS

Anarchist Prisoners:

Frank J. Atwood #62887. Arizona State Prison

- Eyman. Box 3400 - SMU 2. Florence. AZ
85232. Radical involved in anti-esiabllshment

actions since the '60'a. He was framed for

murder in 1984 and sent to death row.

Jerome White-Bey #37479, Jefferson City

Correctional Center, PO Box 900 (3C-I46),

Jefferson City. MO 65102. Social prisoner

turned anarchist activist. Pounder of the

"Missouri Prison Labor Union."

OJure l.utalo #59860, POB 861 , Trenton, NJ
08623. Black liberation activist and anarchist

serving a lengthy sentence for clandestine

actions.

Robert Mlddaugh T4 1 137 Bldg 4 1 23up, PO
Box 8. Avenal. CA 93204. Serving three years

for an assault on a pig during the 2001 Long
Beach May Day action.

Mike Rusnlak DOC K88887. Dixon CC. 2600
irinton, PO Box 1200, Dixon, IL 61021.
Serving time for stealing a police car, and other

anti-government acts.

Robert Ttuuton (Rob Los Rlc*a)#l2I127l6\

OSP. 2605 State Street. Salem, OR 97310.

Long-time anarchist activist convicted of
Assault and Riot for throwing a rock at a cop
at the 1999 Eugene J 18 Reclaim The Streets.

He received a seven year sentence. He's
currently assigned "Anarchist Security Group
Status." Do not send anything containing any
fircle-A's

Harold vHompson #93992, Northwest
Correctional Complex, Route 1, Box 660.

Tiptonville. TN 38079. Sentenced to life plui

50 years for a 1979 robbery of a jewelers,

killing a police informer who had murdered

his partner in a shooting incident in Onto. He
was later given an extra 32 years for a failed

escape attempt.

Jeffrey Loan (Tree) #13797671. OSP. 2605
State Street, Salem. OR 97310. Long-time
environmentalist serving 22 years for

p >:itically -motivated arson attacks. He needs
your support I

Indigenous Prisoners:
Thomas Tripp # 1 2032560. 777 Stanton Blvd.. William Firewalker Burchett #03655032
Ontario. OR 97914. Social prisoner turned West 5852, Federal Prison, PO Box 7000 Fori
anarch.st activist. He's facing up to three years Dlx. NJ 08640. Native American religious
in prison for his participation in a prison rights activist being held in prison under
insurgency aimed at winning religious rights questionable circumstances.
for Native prisoners, better educational Eric Wildcat Hall BL-5355. Unit I/A 10745
programs for everyone, ami other concessions. Route 18.Albion, PA 16475-0002. Serving 35-
S^N'ZtaMtArtbwWIiostaa) #196642, 73 years for helping ship arms to Central
POB 534 (MHC-X), Jessup. MD 20794. New American indigenous resistors.
Afrikan anarchist being framed for a crime he Eddie Hatcher Marion Correctional
did not commit. Institudon. PO Box 2405, Marion. NC 28752.

.
Craig Marshall (Critter) #13797662. SRCI.

Lon8'"me Amerindian actifat being framed

777 Stanton Blvd.. Ontario. OR 97914. Serving
for crim" "* dld "^ comn^t -

five years for a politically-motivated arson
Uon*rd P*Wer #89637 '32. PO Box 1000,

•ttack against a Romania Chevrolet Baajf"*****> KS 66048
- American Indian

dealership in Eugene. Movement (AIM) activist, serving two life

Peter SdmcU #99476-1 1 1 . FCI Otisville PO seWence*i h*™*- been framed for the murder
Box 1000. Otisville, NY 10963. Anti-°

f twoFB, ««enU.

authoritarian earth/animal liberation activist
Aaiy J ' *•««•« CJWM Two Names)

serving two years for being in possession of
#l93786

- tL Mo/AE Correctional

incendiary devices. Pacillty, PO Box », Elmore AL 3 tjOiS*
Fran Thompson #93341 , 1 107 Recharge Rd

N,ti*e *ctivistMnH framed for setting schools

York. NE 68467. Eco-activist serving a Life'
*1 "* PO* M fl««V"*4

sentence for shooting dead, in self-defense, a
stalker who had broken into her home.
Matt Whyte #99477-1 1 1. Taft Correctional
Institution. PO Box 7001. Taft, CA 93268.
Anti-authoritarian earth/animal liberalionist

serving two years for being in possession of
incendiary devices.

Helen Woodson #03231-045 FMC Carswell,
POB 27 1 37, Admin. Max Unit, Fort Worth, TX "™ '•" ",cu —an
76127. Serving 27 yean for robbing a bank ™^DS vra,m»-^ « «M being denied early

and then setting the money on fire while E*XU
*, ,ulhori,ies

reading out a statement denouncing greed E??"* *»482-285, Unit B, 5701 8th

Khaifanl X. Kbaldan (Leonard McOuav.St ""'' £"* P'rk$
'
Dub,ln

'
CA 94568

Serving 50 yews to life for actions taken after

Ami Imperialist &
Anti-Capitalist Prisoners:

'Kail* Bmsdl>) .#«94l7|. PO Box 1000
Bedford Hills. NY 10507, former Weather
Underground activist serving time for being a
passenger in a get-away van during the 1981
Brink's expropriation attempt in New York
Despite her work with incarcerated mothers

Joe County Jail. 129 S. Main St. South Bend.
:N 46601. New Afrikan activist serving time
for allegedly killing a prison guard.

Richard MaKundl Lake #079972. 100
Warrior Lane, #6-39, Bessemer, AL 35023
7299. Black community activist being framoo
for a crime he did not commit.

she escaped prison herself including an armed
robbery of a Brink's armored truck and the
liberation of Assala Shakur from prison. She
is the only white member of- the BLA.

2,000,000 + more!
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New Draft Proposal for ait Anarchist Black

Cross Network

Introduction

Former Black Panther, political prisoner and a longtime anarchist revolutionary named Lorenzo

Komboa Ervin wrote "A Draft Proposal for an Anarchist Black Cross Network" in 1979. The ABC
movement was one of those organizations instrumental in helping see Komboa free, and Komboa spoke

passionately for the development ofa united movement around issues of incarceration and prisoner

support In the 1990s, these ideas were a catalyst in helping many ABC groups find focus. His ideas,

while written years ago. embody principles that define our movement

The statedpurpose ofthe Anarchist Black Cross Network is to actively assist prisoners in

theirfight to obtain their civil andhuman rights, and to aid them in their struggle against

the State/Class penal andjudicial system. The prison system is the armedfist ofthe State,

and is a systemfor State slavery. It is not reallyfor "criminals " or other "social deviants,

"

and it does not existfor the "protection ofsociety.

"

It isfor State social control andpolitical repression. Thus it must be opposed at every turn

and ultimately destroyed altogether. The abolition ofprisons, the system ofLaws, and the

Capitalist State is the ultimate objective ofevery true Anarchist, yet there seems to be no

clear agreement by the Anarchist movement toput active effort to that anti-authoritarian

desire We must organize our resources to support all political/class war prisoners ifwe

truly wish to be their allies, and we must give something more than lip service.

Organizing against the enemy legalandpenal system is both offensive and defensive. It is

carriedon with individuals, groups and among the masses in the community. We must

inform thepeople on a large scale ofthe atrocities and inhumanity ofthe prisons, the

righteousness ofour struggle, and the necessity oftheirfullparticipation and support. We
must organize our communities to attack theprison system as a moral and social

abomination, and we mustfight tofree allpolitical/class warprisoners.

Since Lorenzo Komboa Ervin wrote those words, he has stated in recent lectures support for uniting

with all prisoners, understanding the profound gulfs of race and class as they relate to incarceration, and

ofanarchists taking a stronger role in putting prison abolition, incarceration and criminalization on the

global agenda of resistance.

The network proposal is the result of several dialogues over the last six months. Among the questions

that arose was perhaps the most critical one, "in considering criminal injustice, rates of incarceration,

racial disparities, the spirit and nature in which laws are applied and, of course, our collective analysis as

people concerned about increasing repression, class warfare of haves against have nots, and for a freer,

more just society... what is political? And aren't we waging a common struggle, despite the 'single issue'

work?"

What is political about the injustice system, how laws are applied, who goes to jail and how bias factors

into that?

What is political about the factors that play into "crime" and how sanction is applied?

And are we, as revolutionaries, little more than collaborators in genocide ifwe do not stand up?

This understanding is not so much a critique of terms such as "political prisoner," but of analyzing the

politics of prisons, social control, law, sexism, racism and power. For years, the ABC and anarchist

movements have grasped how each of these issues profoundly affects die lives of people, and have acted

in the interests offreedom by building resistance. This must continue.

From country to country and state to state, figures are staggering, but the tacts remain the same: Third

World/indigenous/people of color and the working class and poor are forced into existences in which

communities are gentrifled; in which they are targeted over race and class or worse if they are "illegal"

IRSI^ submission to ABCN newsletter

Since the ABCN Conference, there has been some movement in the case STy
involving Dessie O'Hare, long-time republican socialist activist and
currently the longest-serving republican prisoner of war in Ireland.

In early October, the Release Of Prisoners Commission told the Irish
Department of Justice that Dessie should be eligible for parole, so
Dessie's supporters are optimistic that he will shortly be released
on the Commission's recommended phased basis, which would hopefully
dovetail into full and complete release. As of press time, this has
not happened.

Dessie O'Hare has served a total of 23 years in prison since 1979,
save a period of freedom in 1987, and he is currently in his 15th
year of a 40-year sentence.

In 1998, the Irish and British governments began releasing political
prisoners in accordance with the Good Friday Agreement, the
culmination of the so-called Irish peace process that was supposed to
end conflict in Ireland. Only those prisoners who belonged to groups
maintaining a recognised cease-fire were granted early release — all
others forced to serve out their terms with remission.

The Irish National Liberation Army, to which Dessie O'Hare belonged,
is one of those groups on a recognised cease-fire. Dessie's
co-accused have all since been released, yet Dessie, who is
Officer-Commanding of the INLA prisoners in Portlaise Gaol in
Ireland, has been denied release by the Irish government, even though
he is recognised as a qualifying prisoner. Such is the propaganda
and mythology that surrounds Dessie O'Hare and his role in the
struggle for national liberation, and such is the punishment for
being an unrepentent and dedicated republican socialist.

While Dessie has been the focus for many in and out of the IRSP, by
no means is he the only INLA prisoner we support. Along with the
remaining 6 INLA prisoners held with Dessie in the Irish Republic,
the IRSP also has a network to assist over 500 former INLA prisoners
(with over 4000 immediate family members) re-adjust to life outside
prison.

This network. Teach na Failte (House of Welcome), was established in
December 1996 after numerous discussions amongst Republican Socialist
(INLA) ex-prisoners, serving prisoners and their families. While
prisoners belonging to other republican (and loyalist) groups have
long enjoyed generous financial and other support, INLA prisoners
have not enjoyed the same benefits of an extended network, and have
suffered both in and out of prison because of this.

The IRSP recognised this inequity, and Teach na Failte was
established for the relief of poverty amongst current and former
prisoners, and in particular, to provide support, care, aftercare and
facilities (including education and capacity-building training), in
an effort to empower them with the skills necessary to fully
integrate into the wider community.

TnF is a recognised charitable organisation with local committees
throughout Ireland, and is seen as a vehicle for change, based on the
principle of self-help and mutual aid, to address the needs of a
particularly-marginalised section of the community, thus promoting
and assisting justice, peace and reconciliation in Ireland.

We are confident that by the time the next ABC newsletter goes to
print, we will be able to report on the release of Dessie O'Hare and
on the continued work of TnF in service to current and former INLA
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immigrants or refugees; health care, child care, food and rents go out of reach in costs; and their

"choices" are nothing more than setups to lock them away. Public policies target youth in systematic and
institutional ways that hinder the realization of human rights. Racist and discriminatory institutions and
organizations, such as the police, prisons, and border controls and police target people, particularry

Third World/people of color and immigrants, via public policies. Revolutionaries who speak out and
fight against the conditions of society are imprisoned or killed. And we are expected to stand by until

they come for us, if they haven't done it already.

What follows is a new proposal for an Anarchist Black Cross Network. It reconsiders and adopts many
of Komboa's old ideas, as well as makes practical suggestions for building an anarchist network of
independent groups united in fighting incarceration, repression and injustice worldwide. Many of the

European ABC comrades have already taken the initiative to start the building process of this network,

so the idea is not new. This effort is merely to put an explanation to a tendency that is already

developing and will continue to grow.

Purpose

The Anarchist Black Cross Network should be a decentralized and egalitarian network of organizations

committed to the original ideals of the Anarchist Black Cross movement - of seeing prisons and the

poverty, racism and genocide that accompanies them to be symptoms of a social order whose last days
are near. The proposed purposes of the ABC Network are:

• To unite the many autonomous prisoners, activists and organizations working for prisoner

support, defense and freedom in a decentralized, anti-authoritarian fashion. There has been
some fractionalization of the struggle, for various reasons, over the years. Certain groups defended
certain prisoners, while paying lip service to others. Certain activists stayed focused in a particuJar

issue, but didn't have the resources to get involved elsewhere. The purpose of the ABC Network
should not be one of waging battles over differences, but of finding ways to unite us in a way that

is still decentralized and anti -authoritarian. Whether you do work around earth liberation

prisoners, "social prisoners " those recognized internationally as political prisoners, anti-

colonial/independence prisoners, juvenile injustice, refugee/immigrant criminalization, the roots

of prisons (i.e. poverty, capital, racism, et al.) should only be important to an ABC Network as far

as how the unity of many groups that truly see 'an injury to one is an injury to all' can help your
work. The job of a network, clearly, is not to change a group's current work, but to be a

compliment to the work already being done.

• To serve as a clear and easy-to-use communications tool for activists, prisoners,

organizations, families and supporters around issues related to the movement If it is to be

effective, the ABC Network must primarily serve as a communications and working base for

prisoners, community people, activists, groups (i.e. autonomous ABC groups and anarchist,

prisoner, liberation, freedom, justice, anti-colonial/independence and/or issue-oriented community

groups, etc.) and others who engage in activities consistent with the basic spirit and vision of the

ABC movement So often, groups and organizers change, prisoners are transferred, new
campaigns start and old campaigns end. This would be an effort to facilitate communication

around vanea issues - from the latest transfers, 10 disbanded collectives to international suppc;\
efforts and so on.

• To support, discuss, learn from and engage one another around the Defense and Freedom
activities we engage in. As state repression increases, more and more activists are facing fines,

prison time, detention without charge, etc. for speaking out. Refugees/immigrants are being

criminalized over race and class. Prisoners who were incarcerated for explicitly political acts are

being denied parole again and again. Prisoners who went to prison for "social crimes" are coming
to consciousness about the true nature of incarceration. And prisons will continue to be built in the

name of law and order. These are issues 'regular' people are aware of and which activists are often

fighting around in a regional, sometimes isolated, way - not necessarily by choice, but because

all-around support needs to improve. As those familiar with anarchist prisoner Ali Khalid

Abdullah's "Where Was the Support for Lorenzo Komboa Ervin and the Chattanooga 3?" will

recall, one of our major issues is around unity. The ABC Network is aimed at getting prisoners,

community people, activists, groups (i.e. autonomous ABC groups and anarchist, prisoner,

liberation, freedom, justice, anti-colonial/independence and/or issue-oriented community groups,

etc. ) and others learning from each other, communicating and working together around the various

campaigns, and finding ways of educating each other with our experiences in a clearer, yet

anarchist, way.
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IRAQ WAR! ?

War is the health of the state

Stefan Wray can be reached al swray@io.com

See www.iconmedia.org for details about a 1 hour video called "United We Stand Against War. 3
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