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Memorandum

To: Regional Director, Southeast Region
Associate Director, Park Platting, Facilities, and Lands

From: Director

Subject: Activation: P.L. 109-317, Castle Nugent Farms Study

On October 11, 2006, President Bush approved H.R. 318, a bill to direct the Secretary of the Interior
to determine the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms locatedor St. Croix,
Virgin Islands, as a unit of the National Park System, as Public Law 109-317. A copy of the public
law, a copy of the Senate committee report, and pertinent sections from the Congressional Record
are attached.

H.R. 318 was introduced on January 25, 2005, by Delegate Donna Christiansen. No hearing was
held on the bill nor was any committee action taken in the House. The bill, was passed by the
House nn November 15, 2005. The Senate Subcommittee on National Parks held a hearing on this
bill on February 16, 2006 and on April 20, 2006, the bill was ordered reported by the Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. ')n September 29, 2006, the Senate passed H.R. 318
by unanimous consent.

Public Law 109-317 directs the Secretary to complete a study on the suitability and feasibility of
designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the National Park
System. The Castle Nugent Farms contain sensitive archeological and ecological resources
important to the history and preservation of the Virgin Islands. The study is to be completed not
later than three years after funds are made available to carry out the act.

A section-by-section analysis follows:

Section 1ta) contains congressional findings.

Section 1(b) directs the Secretary of the Interior to study the feasibility of designating Castle Nugent
Farms as a unit of the National Park System.

Section 1(c) directs the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study in accordance with P.L. 91-383.
This law defines criteria for additions to the National Park System and directs the Secretary of the
Interior to complete the study no later than 3 years after the funds are made available.
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Responsibility: Regional Director, Southeast Region; Associate Director. Park Planning, Facilities
and Lands

Attachments:
Public Law 109-317
Senate Report 109-241
Pages from the Congressional Record from: September 29, 2006, when the Senate and
House passed H.R. 318; and November 15, 2005 when the House passed H.R. 318.
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H10176 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD -HOUSE November 15, 2005
receive environmentally sensitive,
pristine forest lands that truly belong
under the stewardship of the U.S. For-
est Service to be preserved for future
generations.

This exchange was originally initi-
ated by the Forest Service to consoli-
date the largest remaining checker-
board parcel of land in Arizona and to
protect the Juniper Mountains forested
area from future development. Water-
shed management, wildlife habitat, and
outdoor recreation in the consolidated
land parcel will te, preserved through
this action.

Many of the land parcels the Forest
Service will trade to accomplish these
goals a '-e eagerly sought by local corn-
murales for a variety of worthwhile
civic purposes. including expansion of
airports, parks, and other municipal fa-
cilities. Also, six summer camps that
currently lease lands from the Forest
Service will acquire those leased areas.

There has been considerable partici-
pation of local muted officials, Forest
Service personnel, private citizens, and
various citizen groups from northern
Arizona and Arizona's Verde Valley in
drafting this legislation. Their input
and perspectives have proven invalu-
able. and I am confident that the biit
now put forth by my colleague from
Arizona addresses every major concern
that has been brought forward.

This bill makes good common sense
for our forests and for our people of Ar-
izona. The cost savings for the Federal
Government and, therefore. for Amer-
ican taxpayers associated with this
land exchange are cignificant. The sav-
ings are accomplished through consoli-
dation of Federal lands that allows for
much greater ease in forest manage-
ment.

But much more important, this ex-
change will ensure that one of the last
largest pristine forested parcels in Ari-
zona will pass out of private hands and
be protected from potentially harmful
development indefinitely.

It will prove good for this generation
of Arizonans. future generations of Ari-
zonans and for all Americans, and I

join my colleagues Tom both Colorado
and the Virgin Islands in urging pas-
sage of this legislation.

Mr RENZI Mr Speaker. I rise in support of
S 161 the Northern Anions lain) Exchange
and Verde River Basin Partnership Act This
legislation facilitates a land exchange in north-
em Arizona of private land within the Yavapai
Ranch for Forest Service land rri the northern
portion of the state and establishes a water re-
source planning and management partnership
in the Verde River Basin

This legislation accomplishes several goals
nortnorn Arizona First. it will preserve the

posting areas within Yavapai Ranch for wrIolde
and recreation, by consolidating a 110 square
mile area ,n the Prescott National Forest This
area is adjacent to the Juniper Mesa Wilder-
ness Area and will help preserve precious
habitat for ponderosa pale. alligator juniper
and pronghorn antelope.

Second the Dill provides the City of Flag-
staff with the opportunity to acquire land to ex-
pand and improve Pulliam Airport This wawa.

tion will allow the City of Flagstaff to develop
a new city park and recreational areas and ob-
tain ownership of land rear their water treat-
ment plant This is critical to the City of Flag-
staffs future by providing economic develop-
ment and affordable housing

The Northern Arizona Land Exchange Act
will also allow the City of Williams to acquire
land for its well sees, water storage tanks and
wastewater facility and drinking water treat-
ment plants. Until recently the City of Williams
relied completely on surface water supplies to
service the community however, surface
water reservoirs in Warns are well below
their needed capacity This legislation will as-
sist Williams in meeting their water challenges
in the future by providing new land for well
drilling sites

Finally, this legislation ensures that six sum-
mer youth camps. serving between 10 and 12
thousand children a year, have the opportunity
to acquire the land and benefit from lull own-
ership and management of this land.

S 161 ensures that stringent water con-
servation and water use res :ions must be
met for any future develops art In addition.
any development must also corm. with the
State of Arizona's surface and ground water
laws. as well as local community planning
standards

This legislation. also creates the Verde River
Basin Partnership to help resolve water
issues The goal of this collaborative group is
to develop a water resource management plan
and submit this plan to the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Governor of Anions

Nothing in this section will undermine state
and local water laws In fact this legriation's
partnership is simply a forum for planning and
working together on the Verde Basin's press-
ing water issues As such, there is a very seri-
ous expectation that the Partnership will reach
out to everyone in the Basin's communities as
it creates its Plan Holding town meetings
meeting with all levels of local government
and releasing Craft documents for the general
publics comment are lust three items that the
Partnership is expected to perform.

I am confident that the Partnership will truly
be accountable to the meal communities who
live in the backyard of the Verde RIver. These
local citizens have asked for and deserve the
very best in having their voices heard and the
legislation will meet that need

This legislation will ounefrt the public, the
many communities and camps in northern An-
zona that wilt receive opportunities for suture
economic development. and the natural beau-
ty of the Yavapai Ranch. In addition, the
science-based water resource planning and
management partnership created by this legis-
lation will provide much- rowed research in
this sensitive area Bringing the Yavapai
Ranch into federal ownership is in the best in-
terest of the public and the Forest Service
has indicated that it would otherwise be un-
able to acquire these parcels

I urge my colleagues to support S 161. the
Northern Arizona Land Exchange Act and
Verde River Basin Partnership Act

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I
yield back the :valance of my time

The SPEAKER ero tempore (Mr.
BISHOP of Utah). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentlewoman
from Colorado (Mrs. MUSGRAVE) that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the Senate bill. S. 161.

The question was taken: and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY
REGARDING CASTLE NUGENT
FARMS
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3181 to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to study the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating
Castle Nugent Farms located on St.
Croix, Virgin Islands. as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

HRBe tt enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
,esentahres of the United States of America in
Congress assembled.
SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SEAM'S sTUDY wi-

GAMING CASTLE NUGENT FARM
rat FINDINGS -Conyers , finds the fol-

lowing:
ill Castle Nugent Farms. located on the

southeastern shore of St. Croix. U.S. Virgin
Islands. is the largest parcel of privately-
held land in the Virgin Islands and has been
an operating cattle ranch for 50 years

(2) This land has the largest and healthiest
fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin

(31 It consists of Caribbean dry forest and
pasturel olds with considerable cultural re-
sources including both pre-Columbian and
post -European settlement.

(41 Castle Nugent Farms contains  large
historic 17th century Danish estate house
that sits on over 4 miles of pristine Carib-
bean oceanfront property.

i5i In addition to being an area for turtle
nesting and night heron r sting. It Is the
home for the Senepol cattle breed,  unique
breed of cattle that was developed on St.
Croix In the early 1900'1 to adapt to the is-
land's climate

(b) STUDY -The Secretary of the Interior
shall carry out a study regarding the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating Castle
Nugent Farms as unit of the National Park
System.

(CI STUDY PROCESS AND CONIPIATION - Sec-
tion arc) of Public Law 91-383 r16 U.S la-
Ncil shall apply to the conduct and comple-
tion of the study required by this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Colorado (Mrs. MUSGRAVE) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTFNSEN( each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Mrs.
MUSGRAVE).

GENF.P.AL LEASE
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Colorado?

There was no objection.
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself as much time as I may
consume.
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November 15, 2005 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE
H.R. 318, introduced by my Resources

Committee colleague DONNA CHR.3TEN-
SEN of the U.S. Virgin Islands. would
authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to study the suitability and feasibility
of designating the Castle Nugent
Farms located an St. Croix. U.S. Virgin
Islands, as a unit of the National Park
System. I understand that the owners
of the farm, the largest parcel of pri-
vately held land in the United States
Virgin Islands. are aware If this leafs-
latior and support the national park
study.

Mr. Speaker. H.R 318 is supported by
the majority and minority of the Re-
sources Committee and the administra-
tion. Additionally. identical iegislat.on
was passed by the House in the 108th
Congress.

I urge adoption of the bill.
Mr. Speaker. I reserve the balance of

my time
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased that
the House today is considering H.R.
318, legislation that I introduced to
provide for a study to determine the
feasibility and suitability of desig-
nating Castle Nugent Farms in the
United States Virgin Islands as a unit
of the National Park System.

Castle Nugent Farms is a unique
1.350-acre property located on the
southeastern shore of my home island
of St. Croix. It contains natural and
cultural resources which could provide
an unparalleled insight into the planta-
tion period of the Virgin Islands.

Castle Nugent Farms is presently op-
erated as a cattle ranch by owners who
are very interested in preserving and
interpreting the natural and cultural
resources of the area. Caroline Gasperi.
whose family members have been stew-
ards of this land for more than 50
years. has been an erthusiastic sap-
porter for the preservation of this site.
The passage of this tall today would
bring her one step closer to her long-
held and also hard-fought-for dream.

The owners are justifiably proud of
their ranch, which contains more than

miles of pristine oceanfront with a
large and healthy fringing coral reef.
The interior of the property consists of
Caribbean dry forest and pasture lands
with cultural resources from both pre-
Colombian and post-European settle-
ment.

A large Danish estate house, dating
to the 1730s, sits on the property. That
house is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

At various points in its history. Cas-
tle Nugent Farm has been operated as
a cotton plantation and a sugar cane
plantation. Its current use as a cattle
ranch involves raising unique Senepol
cattle, a breed which is well suited to
the climate and vegetation of the area.

H.R. 318 is a noncontroversial bill.
Identical language, as we have heard,
passed the House in the last Congress.
The National Park Service has no ob-
jections to the legislation, and the

property's owners not only support a
park study of the site but are enthusi-
astic about the opportunity to preserve
the natural and cultural resources of
the farm.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that the
park study will provide the blueprint
by which we can preserve and inte.pret
this unique piece of island nistory and
resources for the benefit of present and
future generations.

I thank my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle for their support. and
i strongly support the adoption of this
bill by the House today

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the moticn offered by
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Mrs.
MUSGRAVE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 318.

The question was taken; and Its o-
thirds having voted In favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

BOB HOPE MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 323) to redesignate the Ellis
Island Library on the third floor of the
Ellis Island Immigration Museum, lo-
cated on Ellis Island in New York Har-
bor. as the -Bob Hope Memorial Li-
brary".

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R 232

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of Ammo In
Congress assembled,
SECTION L KEDESIGNATION.

The Ellis Island Library on the third floor
of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum. lo-
cated on Ellis Island in New York Harbor.
shall be known and redesignated as the 'Bob
Hope Memorial Library
SEC. L REFERENCES.

Any reference in law. map. regulation.
document. paper, or other record of the
United States to the Ellis Island Library on
the third floor of Ellis Island harriers-
tion Museum referred to in section 1 shall be
deemed to be a reference to the "Bob Hope
Memorial Library".

The SPEAKER pro tempore Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Colorado (Mrs MUSGRAVE) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado Mrs.
MUSGRAVE).

MINERAL LEAVIs;

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Colorado?

H10177
There was no objection.
Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker. I

yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

H.R. 323. introduced by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL),
designates the library on the third
floor of the Ellis Island museum as the
Bob Hope Memorial Library.

Bob Hope arrived as an immigrant to
Ellis Island In 1908 at the age of 4.
Later, he became one AC the country's
greatest entertainers and was some-
times referred to as "America's most
famous immigrant::

H.R. 323 simply renames the library
on the third floor of the immigration
station museum. The Hope family is
supportive of the effort to redesignate
the library.

I urge adoption of the bill.
Mr Speaker. I reserve the balance of

my time
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker. I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker the majority has al-
ready explained pretty much the pur-
pose of H.R. 323, which was introduced
by our colleague from New York (Mr.
ENGEL).

Bob Hope and his family immigrated
to the United States in 1908, and like
millions of other immigrants entered
the United States through Ellis Island.
As all of us know and many of us have
had the opportunity to enjoy. Bob Hope
went on to have an illustrious career as
a comedic entertainer and is rem. ai-
bered by many for his work over nearly
six decades traveling the globe to en-
tertain American servicemen and
-women.

Mr. Speaker, we wholeheartedly sup-
port H.R. 323 as a means to honor the
contributions of a great entertainer
and great American and urge the Adop-
tion of the legislation by the House
today.

Mr. Speaker I yield such time as he
may consume to our colleague from
New York (Mr. ENGEL), the sponsor of
the bill.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker. I thank
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands for yielding time to me, and I
thank the gentlewoman from Colorado
as well and I want to thank tae Speak-
er for the opportunity to talk about
H.R. 323. which is what was mentioned
before, a bill which will name the
third-floor library at Ellis Island in
New York Harbor as the Bob Hope Me-
morial Library.

I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. °ALUMNI
for his assistance and support of the
bill.

Mr. Speaker. most Americans re-
member Bob Hope for his work in the
entertainment business, as a comedian.
actor, dancer, singer, as well es his
work with American troops abroad: but
what few know or remember about Bob
Hope is that he was an immigrant from
England.

The gentlewoman mentioned he came
to the United States when he was only
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PUBLIC LAW 109-317-OCT. 11, 2006 120 STAT. 1743

Public Law 109-317
109th Congress

An Act
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to Andy the suitability and feasibility

of designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as
A unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION I. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING CASTLE
NUGENT FARMS.

la) FINDINGS. -- Congress finds the following:
(1) Castle Nugent Farms, located on the southeastern shore

of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, is the largest parcel of pri-
vately-held land in the Virgin Islands and has been an oper-
ating cattle ranch for 50 years.

(2) This land has the largest and healthiest fringing coral
reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands.

(3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and pasturelands
with considerable cultural resources including both pre-Colum-
bian and post-European settlement.

14) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large historic 17th
century Danish estate house that sits on over 4 miles of pristine
Caribbean oceanfront property.

(5) In addition to being an area for turtle nesting and
night heron nesting, it is the home for the Senepol cattle
breed, a unique breed of cattle that was developed on St.
Croix in the early 1900's to adapt to the island's climate.
(b) Swim-The Secretary of the Interior shall carry out a

study regarding the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle
Nugent Farms as a unit of the National Park System

Oct. 11. 2006
(H.R. 3181
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120 STAT. 1744 PUBLIC LAW 109-317-OCT. 11,2006

eC/ STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION. -Section 810 1 of Public
Law 91-383 116 U.S.C. 0) shall apply to the conduct and
completion of the study required by this section

Approved October 11, 2006.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY- H.R. 318.

SENATE REPORTS No 109-241 on Energy and Natural Ressriurcw
CONGRESSIONAL RECORP

Vol 151'2005- Nov considered and passed House
Vol. 15:.120061 Sept. 29. considered and passed Senate
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

MAY 1 9 2006

Honorable Craig Thomas
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
Committee on Energy and Natw al Resources
United States Senate
Washington, DC 2051J

Dear Mr. Chairman

Enclosed ar° answers to the follow-up questions from the hearing held by the Subcommittee on
National Parks on February 16, 2006, on S.J Res. 28, S. 1870, S. 1913, S. 1970, H.R. 318, and
H.R. 562. These responses have been prepared by the National Park Service.

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to you on this matter.

Enclosure

Sincerely,

ttfvf
Jane M. Ly
Legislative Counsel
Office of Legislative and Congressional

Affairs

cc. Senator Daniel A. Akaka
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on National Parks

Senator Jeff Bingaman

r.`
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°nations from Senator Thomas

I. (S. 1870): This bill would authorize both Golden Gate and San Francisco Maritime to retain
fees and revenues for several years, ostensibly to enter into long-term maintenance contracts.
What new types of contracts would this bill allow? What would be the benefits of these contracts
to the parks and the government?

Answer: S. 1870 is not intended to allow new types of contracts. 1 he bill would allow the
parks to retain revenues beyond the fiscal year in which they are received. This would enable the
parks to wait until they have collected the amount of money they need to do an entire
rehabilitation project before they enter into a contract, rather than being forced to enter into a
contract for whatever portion of the project can be paid for with one year's s. By giving
the parks the ability to tailor contracts according to the needs of a project rather 'Ian amount of
funds received during one fiscal year, the parks will have the ability to use these project funds
more efficiently and effectively.

2. (S. 1913): Why does the Perk Service need authority to enter into an agreement with Porter
County to run this visitor center?

Answer; The National Park Service (NPS) needs authority to use federally appropriated funds to
lease space in tt a Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center, a new visitor facility being built by the
Porter County Convention, Recreation and Visitor Commission outside the boundary of Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore. It would also authorize the Secretary of the Interior to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding outlining the roles and responsibilities of NPS and the County in
operating the Center, prior to entering into a lease agreement.

3. (S. 1913): What role would the Park Service have in operating and maintaining this visitor
center?

Answer: NPS wi ;Id cooperatively manage the visitor center, provide personnel to staff the
facility, and develop exhibits for the site. The Porter County Convention, Recreation and Visitor
Commission would provide for maintenance of the facility.

4. (S. 1913): The Indiana Dunes bill. S. 1913. authorizes additional appropriations. How much
do you estimate it will cost to accomplish the purposes set forth in this bill?

Answer: Park staff would be relocated to the new visitor facility to provide education and
information, so no additional FTEs are required or expected. The lease cost has been estimated
at $55,000 annually. This amount is 35 percent lower per square foot than the prevailing GSA
rate for the area. A one-time cost for the design, planning and construction of exhibits for the
visitor center is estimated at $1.2 million.

jct. (S. 1970): Why were these additional routes not included in the original feasibility study?
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Answer: The Benge and Bell routes were included in the original feasibility study; however,
there was insufficient information available to firmly establish the location of those routes and
the historic sites on them The other routes from the 23 relocation forts to departure points on the
trail in Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia, and North Carolina were lacking sufficient information to
establish the locations. Additional historical research and investigation has been done to identify
the locations of these routes in the 16 years since Congress authorized the Trail of Tears National
Historic Trail (NHT).

b. flow important are these additional routes to the commemoration of the Trail of Tears?

Answer: Throughout the feasibility study period, the Cherokee emphasized the importance of
interpreting the entire trail (all routes) to the public. At the time the study recommended
designation of only the northern land route and the water route, it hated that these two routes
were no more nationally significant than the other routes, which were not included. The
Cherokee, the Trail of Tears Association, the Trail of Tears NHT Advisory Council, and
communities along th- routes all have strongly urged the NPS to add these additional routes. The
routes in North Carolina and Georgia are a major part of the story and, therefore, important parts
of the trail as most Cherokee lived in these two states.

6. (S. 1970): The bill authorizes a study and designation of additional routes associated with
the Trail of Tears. Isn't it unusual to authorize both study and designation a the same time?
Shouldn't this be done in separate bills?

Answer: While there have been a few cases where authority was provided in the same bill for
both the study and designation of additional routes for trails, we support a two-step process, as
stated in our testimony. That would be consistent with the typical process Congress has been
following not only for new national trail segments, but also for new units (or major expansions)
of the National Park System, new wild and scenic river designations, and new national heritage
areas.

7. (S. J. Res. 28): The proposed location for this memorial is in Area I. Why is this location
best?

Answer: Area I is set aside under the Commemorative Works Act for only those subjects that
are of "preeminent historical and lasting significance to the United States." It contains the
premier locations that Congress has made available for commemorative works. Given the
important contributions of Dwight D. Eisenhower to our nation both as a military leader and as
the 34th President, the Secretary of the Interior determined, after seeking the advice of the
National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission, that a memorial to Dwight D. Eisenhower
qualified for placement in Area I.

8. (S. J. Res. 28): As you can tell from my opening statement, I have concerns about the future
of the National Mall. About a year ago. the National Park Service mentioned that a general
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management plan was being considered to take a long range look at the Mall. What is the status
of that plan and when do you xpect to have completed?

Answer: NPS has initiated a three-year planning effort that will result in The National Mall
Comprehensive Management Plan/ Environmental Impact Statement, a 50-year vision plan for the
use and management of The National Mall and Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site. In
year one (underway), NPS will plan, prepare, and scope; in year two, NPS will develop
alternatives and a public draft plan; and in year three. NPS will complete that plan. The
comprehensive management plan differs from a general management plan in that it covers a
longer timeframe and addresses a greater level of detail.

To date in year one, a number of products have been produced to allow planning with widespread
participation by an informed and caring public. On April 11,2006, Federal and local agencies
took part in a Cooperating Agency Meeting. A memorandum of agreement was reviewed and
project orientation and background was provided. The project website at
www.nps.gov/nationalmillnlan will be launched in Apnl. A Civic Engagement Plan, prepared to
encourage participation bv national and local audiences, includes a Symposium for The
National Mall to be held r'. Theatre on October 24-26. In cooperation with local interests,
attention also will be given !, sources outside the boundaries that affect the -iiegrity of the
park. Planning issues to be defined through the public scoping process include:

Conserving the Character of the Evolving Historic Landscape
Defining Landscape Standards
The Function of a National Symbolic Landscape Within a Complex Urban
Framework
Venue for Demonstrations and Special Events
Recreational
Public Access and i ransportation
Security and Public Safety
Facilities
Partnerships.

9. (S. J. Res. 28): Senator McMillan established a comr ..ion in 1902 to examine the future of
the National Mall. Do you think it 's time for another cc !mission to examine the next century of
the Mall and possible areas for expansion?

Answer: As the 20th Century drew to a close, it became apparent that implementation of all the
remaining feasible elements of the McMillan Plan was being completed. In 1990, the National
Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) initiated a new public planning process for the city's
urban core. This framework plan was completed by the NCPC in 1997 to guide long-term
growth and is called "Extending the Legacy." This vision built upon and replaced the McMillan
Plan with a vision for the 21st Century. The Legacy Plan protects the integrity of the National
Mall, as we know it today, and establishes North, South, and East Capitol Streets as the axis of
new growth for commemorative works and museums. The concept of the Reserve, which had
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been 0.-!veloped as part of the Commemorative Zone Policy in 2000 by the existing Federal
commissions and the NPS, was then fleshed out in the Memorials and Museums Master Plan
released in 2001 as an outgrowth of the Legacy Plan.

On November 17, 2003. Congress concurred with principles of the Legacy Plan and declared the
National Mall a completed work of civic art by establishing the Reserve, which protects the
National Mall from any future construction of memorials.

The Reserve, together with the Legacy Plan, has lessened urgent development pressures on the
National Mall, thus creating ideal circumstances for the NPS to begin planning for long-term
preservation and enhancement of this histonc landscape as outlined in "The National Mall
Comprehensive Management Plan/ Environmental Impact Statement" discussed in the answer to
Question #7.

10. (H.R. 318): What story does this site tell that is not told by the existing parks in the Virgin
Wands?

Answer: The story of plantation life would be the primary focus of Castle Nugent 'arms. There
are pre fitly three NPS units on the Island of St. Croix - Christiansted National Historic Site,
Buck Island Reef National Monument, and Salt River Bay National Historical Park and
Ecological Preserve. The existing sites do not focus on the plantation history of the Virgin
Islands. Remains of a plantation exist on the Castle Nugent Farms property. Those resources plus
the fact that the site contains a large expanse of open land, which is rare on St. Croix, make it a
good candidate for study.

11. (II R. 318): Has the current owner of Castle Nugent Farms expressed an interest in
disposing of the property?

Answer: In a November 16, 2005, article entitled U.S. House approves study of proposal to
make Castle Nugent Farms part of the National Park System, in The Virgin Islands Daily News
the current land owner Mauro Gasperi, speaking on behalf of his family, stated, "I prefer it to be
used for many Crucian generations to come and not be spoiled." He further stated, "We've had
this idea for a number of years, and we've been work: ig on it for the last three years." The
article concludes, "Rather than sell the property, the family wants to revive it as a historic park
for everyone - visitor and residents - to enjoy."

12. (H.R 318): Is Castle Nugent Farms adjacent to any existing unit of the national park
system that would allow a boundary adjustment?

Answer: No, it is disjunct from the other three NPS sites on the island. The distance to the
nearest site. Christiansted National Historic Site, is over two miles on the opposite side of the
island.

!3. (H.R. 562): Is the Victims of Communism tfemorial adequate to commemorate all of the
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people who suffered under communism?

Answer: Yes. The Victims of Communism Memorial is planned to commemorate millions of
people around the world who have been killed during decades of communis rule. It is worth
noting that the memorial is being paid for with funds provided by a number of groups and
individuals who either represent or were actually victims of communism themselves. The
Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation selected a design that features a 10-foot bronze
rendition of the "Goddess of Democracy." The memorial's concept and design were considered
before the public in forums which included open sessions of the N4tionai Memorial Advisory
Commission, the Commission of Fine Arts, and the National Capital Planning Commission.
While there may be other personages and events that could depict aspects of any of the millions
of peoples including the Poles, Slesaks, Czechs, Hungarians, Romanians, Chechens, Latvians,
Estonians, Lithuanians, Chinese, Vietnamese. Cambodia, and Laos victims' struggles against
communism, the 1989 image of the "Goddess of Democracy' "roadcast by mainstream media
during the Chinese students' protests was one of the rare views offered to the work: of any of
these struggles. For this reason we support the selection of the Goddess of Democracy as
symbol of freedom to represent all victims struggling against communism.

The Foundation recognizes that the enormity of the history of communism demands that the
memorial be in two forms: a physical symbol of worldwide struggle, and a means whereby the
long and faceted histories of nations and peoples can be recognized. The Foundation is
developing an on-line museum in concert with the physical memorial to accomplish this purpose.
The memorial program has been guided by the Foundation's board of directors, a national
advisory council, an international advisory council, and dignitaries from several other former
Soviet bloc states in Eastern Europe including Ukraine.

Questions from Senator Birmaman

I. (S. 1870): Are the Haslett Warehouse, Cliff House, and Louis' Restaurant properties
operated under concession contracts or under other statutory authority? If under another
authority, please identify the applicable law.

Answer: The Cliff House and Louis' Restauran, are operated under concession contracts that
were entered into pursuant to the National Park Service Concessions Policy Act of 1965 (16
U.S.C. 20 et seq.). The Haslett Warehouse, now operated as the Argonaut Hotel, is operated
under a historic lease that was entered into pursuant to historic leasing authority contained in 16
U.S.C. 470h-3.

2. (S. 1870): If issued under another authority. are the terms of those contracts consistent with
the requirements of the National Park Service Concessions Management Improvement Act of
1998? If not. how do they differ? Also, please provide the franchise lee or other return paid to
the United States for each contract.

Answer: The Cliff House and Louis' Restaurant contracts were issued under the 1965
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concessions law. These contracts have certain features that concession contracts issued pursuant
to the 1998 law do not have. For example, they require the concessioner to fund and maintain a
Government Improvement Account. They also provide for reconsideration of the franchise fee at
the end of each five-year period of the contract.

The concession contract for Louis' Restaurant was issued in 1988 for a term of five years. It has
been operating on extensions or continuations since that time. The contract currently requires
payment of a I percent building use fee and a 4.5 percent franchise fee. In 2005, the
concessioner paid $49.356 on gross revenue of $897,369.

The concession contract for Cliff House was issued in 1998 (prior to passage of the 1998
concessions law) for a term of 20 years. The contract requires that the concessioner complete a
building and improvement program costing not less than 57.975 million. Prior to the start of that
improvement program the concessioner was required to place 10 percent of gross revenue into a
Government Improvement Account. For 2002, the year prior to the January 2003 start of the
rehabilitation project. the Cliff House di osited $885,333 (10 percent of $8,853,359) into a
Government Improvement Account. In 2005, the first full year of operation following the
rehabilitation, the Cliff House grossed S11,205,593. The contract provides for reconsideration of
the franchise fee at the end of each five-year period of the contract (next in 2008, then in 2013).

The 57-year lease for the !laden Warehouse is consistent with the requirements of the NPS
historic leasing authority (16 U.S.C. 470h-3), The lease required improvements in excess of S40
million. As partial consideration for the lease, the lessee paid S2 million for design and
construction of NPS-retained space. The lessee pays base annual rental in the amount of SI
million. The lease provides for adjustments to the base rental every five years.

3. (S. 1870): How do you differentiate these properties from other commercial operations
within the National Park System which are required to operate under the terms of the 1998
concessions law, other than the fact they are specifically referenced in 16 U.S.C. 4601,5-3(0?
Why is the 1998 concessions law not adequate to address the operation of these properties?

Answer: The difference in these properties from other commercial operations within the
National Park System is that, in 1978, Congress singled out these three specific properties to
generate revenues for facilities at Golden Gate National Recreation Area. At the time, the 1965
concessions law required that franchise fees be returned to the U.S. Treasury. While the 1998
concessions law specifies that SO percent of the franchise fees collected remain at the site of
collection. Golden Gate National Recreation Area has used the authority under 16 U.S.C. 460bb-
3(f) to retain 100 percent of the franchise fees from these properties at the park. However, under
16 U.S.C. 460bb-3( f), funds obligated by the park within the fiscal year can be used by the park.
but those remaining unobligated in that time frame are deposited into the U.S. Treasury. One
purpose of S. 1870 would be to allow the park to retain revenues over a longer period of time,
giving the park the authority to enter into longer -term rehabilitation and maintenance contracts.

Haslet, Warehouse is under a historic lease rather than a concession contract. The 1998
concessions law does not apply to historic leases.
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(S. 1870): How many other commercial operations within units of the National Pint System are
issued under authorities other than the National Park Service Concessions Management
Improvement Act of 1998? (Please exclude any contracts or permits that were issued under the
National Park Service Concessions Policy Act of 1965 where the new contract will be issued
under the 1998 law).

Answer: We estimate that there are at least 40 commercial operations within units of the
National Park System authorized under laws other than the 1965 or the 1998 concessions law.
Of those, 38 are managed through leases entered into pursuant to historic leasing authority or the
1998 general leasing authority. Two other commercial operations at Golden Gate National
Recreation Area rely on special legislative authority: one is a visitor service facility at Criss).
Field operated by the Golden Gate National Parks Association. This operation is authorized
through Sec. 120, Division F, of P.L. 108-7 (Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2003).
The other is the conferene/retreat facility being developed at Fort Baker. Section 114 of the
same law authorizes NPS to enter into a management agreement for the facility without regard to
certain government leasing procedures.

5. (S. 1870): Section 2 of S. 1870 amends Public Law 100-348 to sate InJotwithstanding any
other provision of law, in the administration of any real or personal property (including vessels
and heavy marine equipment such as floating drydocics) that is administered as part of the [San
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park]. tne Secretary may enter into a contract for the
management (including rental or lease) of such property with such terms and conditions as will
protect the Government's interest."

a. This language appears go authorize the Secretary of the Interior to contract for the
management of all or part of the park. Is that the intent of the Administration's identical
legislative proposal?

Answer: It was not the intention of the Administration to broaden the authority of the Secretary
to contract for the management of the park. Upon further review, we believe this section of the
bill would benefit from farther clarification. We would like to work with the subcommittee
toward that end.

h. Does the National Park Service currently manage all of the real or personal property
within the park or is any of it contracted out?

Answer: San Francisco Mantime NIIP has leased [fasten Warehouse, operated as the Argonaut
Hotel, to the Kimpton Hotel and Restaurant Group. It has leased the AFDL-38 Drydock to the
Bay Ship & Yacht Co.

c. The amendment proposed by S. 1870 appears to significantly broaden the authority
contained in 16 U.S.C. 460bb-3(I) by extending those terms to all real or personal
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property within the park. Why is this authority necessary and how is this consistent with
the National Park Service's general management responsibilities under the 1916 Organic
Act and other applicable law?

Answer: It was not the intention of the Administration to broader the authority of either park
(other than to allow them to retain revenues beyond one fiscal year), but the bill could be

interpreted to do that. We would like to work with the subcommittee to resolve any concerns
about the bill's language.
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for sending Mr. John Parsons to appear before
the Sena, Subcommittee on National Parks of the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on
Thursday February 16. 2006, to give testimony regarding S.J. Fes 28. S. 1870, S. 1913. S. 1970, H R.
318 and 1 k 562.

I nclosed herewith please find a list of questions which 11- the record If
possible, I would like to have your response to these questions Tuesday. March 7, 2006

1 hank you in advance for your prompt cons deration

Sincerely.

Thomas
Su ',committee Chairman
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goon s for the Honorable Fran Mainella from Senator Thomas

(1) (S 1070): This bill would authorize both Golden Gate and San Francisco Maritime to retain
fees and revenues for several years, ostensibly to enter into lung-term maintenance contracts.
What new types of contracts would this bill allow.? What would be the benefits of these
contracts to the parks and the government?

(2) (S 1913) Why does the Park Service need authority to enter into an agreement with Porter
County to run this visitor center"

(3) (S. 1913)' What role would the Park Service have in operating and maintaining this visitor
center?

(4) (S 191 The Indiana Dunes bill. S. 1913, authorizes additional appropriations. How much
do you estimate it will cost to accomplish the purposes set forth in this bill?

(5) (S. 1970). Why were these additional routes not included in the original feasibility study?
How important are these additional routes to the commemoration of the Trail o of Tears?

(6) (S. 1970): The bill authorizes a study and designation of additional routes associated with the
Trail of Tears. Isn't 't unusual to authorize both study and designation at the same time?
Shouldn't this be done in separate bills?

(7) (S. 1 Res 28)' The proposed location for this memorial is in Area I. Why is this location best?

(8) (S 1 Res. 28): As you can tell from my opening statement, I have concerns about the future of
the National Mall. About a year ago, the National Park Service mentioned that a general
management plan was being considered to take a long range look at the Mall. What is the
status of that plan and when do you expect to have it completed?

(9) (S. 1 Res 28): Senator McMillan established a commission in 1902 to examine the future of
the National Mall. Do you think it' . time for another commission to examine the next century
of the Mall and possible areas for expansion?

(10) (H.R. 318): What story does this site tell that is not told by the existing parks in the Virgin
Islands?

(11) (H.R. 31i): Has the current owner of Castle Nugent Farms expressed an interest in disposing
of the property?

(12) (H.R. 318): Is Castle Nugent Farms adjacent to any existing unit of the national park system
that would allow a boundary adjustment?

(13) (H.R. 562): Is the Victims of Communism Memorial adequate to commemorate all of the
people who suffered under communism'

-  

 

I/

sp



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGE

r
Mar 02 06 12:53p C Hickersmn 2023711583 p.4

Ouestiol s for the Honorable Fran Nlamella from Senator Kinsman

(S. 1870): Are the Has lett Warehouse, Cliff House, and I outs' Restaurant properties operated
under concession contracts or under other statutory authority" If under another authority,
please identify the applicable law.

(2) (S. 1870). If issued under another authority. are the terms of those contracts consistent with the
requirements of the National Park Service Concessions Management Improvement Act of
19981 If not. how do they differ? Also, please provide the franchise fee or other return paid
to the United States for each contract

(3) (S. 1870): How do you differentiate these properties from other commercial operations within
the National Park System which are required to operate under the terms of the 1998
concessions law, other than the fact they are specifically referenced in 16 U S.C. 460bb-3(f)?
Why is the 1998 concessions law not adequate to address the operation of these properties?

(4) (S. 1870). How many other commercial operations within units of the National Park Sysi in
are issued under authorities other than the National Park Service Concessions Management
Improvement Act of 1998? (Please exclude any contracts or permits that were issued under the
National Park Service Concessions Policy Act of 1965 where the new contract will be issued
under the 1998 law).

(5) (S. 1870). Section 2 of S. 1870 amends Public Law 100-348 to state inJotwithstar.ding any
other provision of law, in the administration of any real or personal property (including vessels
and heavy marine equipment such as floating drydocksl that is administered as part of the ;San
Francisco Maritime National Historical Park], the Secretary may enter into a contract for the
management (including rental or lease) of such property with such terms and conditions as will
protect the Government's interest "

a. This language appears to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to contract for the
management of all or part of the park. Is that the intent of the Administration's identical
legislative proposal?

b. Does the National Park Service currently manage all of the real or personal property
within the park or is 2 it contracted out?

c The amendment proposed by S. 1870 appears to significantly broaden the authority
contained in 16 U S.C. 460bb-30) by extending those terms to all real or personal
property within the park. Why is this authority necessary and how is this consistent with
the National Park Service's general management responsibilities under the 1916 Organic
Act and other applicable law?
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eral land in the District of Columbia to honor the victims of the man-made famine
that occurred in Ukraine in 1932-1933.

The Department opposes enactment of this legislation because it duplicates efforts
currently underway to establish a memorial that would honor all victims of com-
munism worldwide This memorial, the Victims of Communism Memorial. was au-
thorized by P L 103-199 on De ember 17. 1993.

H R 562 would authorize the Government of Ukraine to establish a memorial on
Federal land in the District of Columbia to honor the men. women, and children
who perished by famine under communist rule in Ukraine from 1932.1933 The bill
would require that the establishment of the memorial comply with the major provi-
sions of the Commemorative Works Act, but contains minor exceptions to four provi-
sions Two provisions require a commemorative work to have significance to the
American Experience, and two relate to the requirement that the Secretary main-
tain and preserve the memorial As a memorial gift from a foreign nation, the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine would be responsible for establishing. constructing, maintaining
and preservng the memorial

The people of Ukraine were brought to the verge of physical extinction in 1932-
1933 when  man-made disaster resulted in the deaths of millions of innocent men.
women, and children The Soviet Government, under the political control of Joseph
Stalin, used food as a weapon to annihilate or suppress the political and cultural
identity of the Ukrainian people. To fill impossibly high grain quotas, assigned bri-
gades seized the 1932 crop from one of the world's most fertile farmlands Those
who resisted giving up their crops were killed Millions of people starved while
stockpiles of seized grain rotted "iy the tons Attempts were made by the United
States Government to intercede at the height of the famine to provide food ano
other necessary supplies to help the starving people of Ukraine In 1988, the United
States Commission on the Ukraine Famine reported that the people of Ukraine were
victims of genocide, or "starved to death in a man-made famine."

The National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission (Commissions, established
in 1986 to review proposals to establish memorials and provide its recommendation
to the Secretary of the Interior and committees of Congress. reviewed this proposal
on March 15, 2005 While it supported a similar proposal in the 108th Congress,
the Commission has since considered revisions made by the Victims of Communism
Memorial Foundation (Foundation) to expand its effort as  two-fold commemora-
tion The Foundation is proposing  memorial to victims of communism worldwide
that would be supplemented by a virtual museum to tell the history of the impact
of communism. The Commission also concluded that because tete %ictims of Com-
munism Memorial would encompass the history of the Ukraine Famine as well as
that of 120 different nationalities, ethnic groups, and countries that were also vic-
tims of communism, it would not endorse legislation proposed to provide a separate,
specific recognition of this or other national or ethnic groups that already would be

re
ized in the Victims of Communism Memorial
agree with the approach of commemorating the millions of victims of com-

munism worldwide, including those who suffered immeasurably during the horrific
Ukraine Famine, through the Victims of Communism Memorial While the victims
of the Ukraine Famine obviously deserve recognition, we believe that creating sepa-
rate memorials for individual groups would detract from the overall message of the
Victims of Communism Memorial and could, potentially, create an unfortunate com-
petition amongst various groups for limited memorial sites in our Nation's Capital.
The Foundation envisions the Victims of Communism Memorial as a visible symbol
for all those who have suffered atrocities to human rights and perished. The Foun-
dation secured site approvals for placement of the Victims of Communism Memorial
within sight of the United States Capitol and design approvals in 2005 The Foun-
dation plan.- to begin construction on the memorial this sprint

Mr Chairman thank you for the opportunity to comment. This concludes my pre-
pared remarks and I will be happy to answer any questions you or other committee
members might have

ON H.R. 318

Mr Chairmen, thank you for the opportunity to present the views of the Depart-
ment of the Interior on H R 318. a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
Secretary) to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the National Park System.
The Department does not oppose H.R. 318. if amended as described in this testi-

mony This study would provide an opportunity to determine the appropriate way
to preserve and interpret resources associated with the plantation period in the Vir-
gin Islands The Natior al Park Service NP.Si currently manages three units on the
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island of St Croix --Chnitiansted National Historic Site. Buck Island Reef National
Monument. and Salt River Bay National Hiatoncal Park and Ecolor Preserve
In a time of tight budgets and a refocusing on the core mission of the Natt.nal Park
Service :NPS:. we believe that funding should be directed first toward compleuo.-
the 25 previously authorized studies

In light of the President's commitment to devote more resources to maintaining
existing units of the National Park System. we have made an effort to curtail taking
on new responsibilities For this reason, we believe any study should evaluate all
alternatives for preservation and interpretation, including what role. if any, might
best be played by the NPS or other partners We recommend that H.R. 318 be
amended to specify that the study explore all options Our proposed amendment is
attached to this testimony

The NPS is in various stages of progress on 25 studies previously authorized by
Congress. '7 of which are being funded through the special resource study budget
We transmitted three tidies in FY 2005 and there are seven studies in the trans-
mittal process Our highest priority is to complete these pending studies, though we
expect to start newly authorized studies as soon as funds are made available We
estimate that the costs of completing this study will be approximately $250.000 to
$350,000.

H.R 318 would direct the Secretary to carry out a study of the Castle Nugent
Farms, which consists of approximately 1,100 -acres located on the and southeastern
shore of St Croix. The property is believed to be the largest parcel of privately held
land in the U S Virgin Islands

The farm's rolling terrain consists of a mixture of dry forest, native vegetation.
and rangeland that slopes down from an elevation of 750 feet to the sea, fronting
on a coastline that includes cobble beaches One of the largest and healthiest fring-
ing coral reef systems in the Virgin Ish.nds extends of iy a few hundred feet off
shore The property also provides nesting areas for sea tonics. blackcrowned night
herons. and a host of other migrating and resident birds

Castle Nugent Farms has a long and diverse history of farming dating back to
the 1730's when the property was first established as a cotton and sugar plantation
after the Danish West Indies Company purchased St Croix from France. For many
years. sugar cane, indigo, and cotton were the main crops

After Emancipation in 1848. the plantation began breeding ?1 -Damn cattle, which
had earlier been brought to St. Croix from Africa. This breed was  prominent part
of the farm's operations until the 1960s when attention shifted towards raising an
N'Dama cross breed of cattle known as Senepol Introduced to Castle Nugent Farms
in 1957 the Senepol breed has been able to flourish due to its tolerance to tropical.
dry climates and its ability to survive in near-desert conditions, thus making the
cattle an ideal match for At cram' climate. Today, the farm is well-known for its
production of high quality Senepol beef, which is Loth consumed locally and ex-
ported to world markets

Castle Nugent Farms contains a cluster of buildings from the colonial plantation
era including a great hou.e that dates from the plantation's establishment, a con-
verted chapel. the remains of a sugar null, slave quarters, am'  converted cotton
storage shed The buildings are situated in close proximity to each other on  hill
with views towards the Caribbean Sea The current owner lives on site and also op-
erates the buildings and grounds as a bed and breakfast. According to the owner,
other cultural resources on the grounds include recent discoveries of pottery shards
and other artifacts left over from either slave shanties or Arawak Indian campsites

If authorized by Congress. and if funds are made available, a study would be able
to determine if the resources present at Castle Nugent Farms are nationally signifi-
cant, if the site would be a suitable and feasible addition to the National Park Sys-
tem, whether direct NPS management or alternative protection by other public
agencies or the private sector is appropriate for the site. and what management al-
ternative would be moot effective and efficient in protecting the resources and allow -
ing for public enjoyment of the site

That concludes my testimony. r would be happy to answer any questions you or
other members of the subcommittee may have
Proposed Amendment-44M, Castle Nugent Farms Study

Insert a new subsection ,c1 as follows and redesignate the existing subsection lc,
as subsection idi

",c, MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES -In completing the study authorized in
subsection ibi, the Secretary shall examine whether the National Park Service, the
territonal government, or other public or private groups will be the most appro-
prints entity to provide for the management and preservation of Castle Nugent
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109Th CONGRESS

2d Session SENATE

Calendar No. 403
I REPORT

109-241

STUDYING CASTLE NUGENT FARMS FOR POTENTIAL
ADDITION TO THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

APRIL 20, 2006 --Ordered to be pnnted

Filed, under authority of the order of the Senate of Apnl 7, 2006

Mr. DOMENICI, from the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, submitted the following

REPORT
ITo accompany H.R. '1181

The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, to which was
referred the Act (H.R. 3181 to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle
Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other purposes, having considered
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and rec-
ommends that the Act do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE MEASURE

The purpose of H.R. 318 is to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle
Nugent Farms, located on St. I oix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the
National Park System.

BACKGROUND AND NEED

Castle Nugent Farms is located on the arid southeast coast of St.
Croix. At 1,400-acres, the Farm is believed to be the largest re-
maining parcel of privately-held land on the island.

Historians believe that the buildings and historic objects at Cas-
tle Nugent tell much of the history of the island and of the Carib-
bean as a whole. The "great house" on the property is believed to
have been built during the 1730s, when the farm was a thriving
cotton plantation. Remains of slave quarters are thought to tell the
story of forced labor. Remains of a sugar mill might tell the story
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of 18th and 19th century sugar, molasses, and rum production andexport. Potsherds at the site might be pre-Columbian in origin. Thestudy proposed by this bill would determine the significance ofthese cultural resources.
Castle Nugent Farms continues today as a working farm andguest house. Since the 1950s, the farm has been known for theSenepol breed of cattle. The Senepol breed was developed on StCroix and is adapted to the dry climate and poor forage that char-acterize the island. The "great house" is rented out to visitors inter-ested in staying at the ranch.
Caroline Caspari owns Castle Nugent Farms and is supportiveof this study.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
H.R. 318 was introduced by Delegate Christensen on January 25,2005. The bill passed the House of Representatives on November15, 2005 on a voice vote. The Subcommittee on National Parks helda hearing on H.R. 318 on February 16, 2006. At its business meet-ing on March 8, 2006, the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-sources ordered H.R. 318 favorably reported.A similar bill, H.R. 2663, was introduced by Ms. Christensen inthe 108th Congress.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION
The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, in open busi-ness session on March 8, 2006, by unanimous voice vote of aquorum present, recommends that the Senate pass H.R. 318, as de-scribed herein.

SECTION -HI- SECTION-SECTION ANALYSIS
Set ion 1( ai contains congressional findings.
Subsection (b) directs the Secretary of the Interior to study thefeasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the Na-tional Park System.
Subsection (c) directs the Secretary to conduct the study in ac-cordance with Public Law 91-383. This law defines criteria for ad-ditions to the National Park System and directs the Secretary tocomplete the study no later than 3 years after funds are madeavailable.

COST AND BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS
The following estimate of costs of this measure has been providedby the Congressional Budget Office.

H.R. 318--An act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to studythe suitability and feasibility of designating Castle NugentFarm; located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the Na-Ilona, Park System, and for other purposes
H.R. 318 would direct the Department of the Interior to studythe feasibility and suit.oility of designating the approximately1,400-acre site of Castle Nugent Farms on St. Croix as a unit ofthe National Park System. The department would be required toreport its findings and recommendations within three years of re-ceiving funds for the study.

 ...
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Assuming the availability of appropriated funds, CBO estimatesthat implementing H.R. 318 would cost the federal governmentabout $300,000 over the next three years to complete the requiredstudy and report. Enacting the legislation would not affect directspending or revenues.
H.R. 318 conains no intergovernmental or private-sector man-dates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and wouldimpose no costs on state, local, ar tribal governments.
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Pickford. Theestimate was approved by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Di-rector for Budget Analysis.

REGULATORY IMPACT EVALUATION

In compliance with paragraph 11(b) of rule XXVI of the StandingRules of the Senate, the Committee makes the following evaluationof the regulatory impact which would be incurred in carrying outH.R. 318. The bill is not a regulatory measure in the sense of im-posing Government-established standards or significant economicresponsibilities on private individuals and businesses.
No personal information would be collected in administering the

program. Therefore, there would be no impact on personal privacy.Little, if any, additional paperwork would result from the enact-ment of H.R. 318, as ordered reported.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS

The views of the Administration on H.R. 318 were included intestimony received by tl-e Committee at a hearing on the bill onFebruary 16, 2006. This testimony follows:

STATEMENT OF JOHN PARSONS, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL DI-
RECTOR, NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION, NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. Chairman, thank you for tt opportunity to presentthe views of the Department of the Interior on H.R. 318,a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary)to study the suitability and feasibility designating Cas-tle Nugent Farms on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unito the National Park System.
The Department does not oppose H.R. 318, if amendedas described in this testimony. This study would providean opportunity to determine the appropriate way to pre-serve and interpret resources associated with the planta-tion period in the Virgin Islands. The National Park Serv-ice (NPS) currently manages three units on the island of

St. Croix-Christiansted National Historic Site, Buck Is-land Reef National Monument, and Salt River Bay Na-tional Historical Park and Ecological Preserve. In a timeof tight budgets and a refocusing on the core mission of theNational Park Service (NPS), we believe that fundingshould be directed first toward completing the 25 pre-viously authorized studies.
In light of the President's commitment to devote more

resources to maintaining existing units of the NationalPark System, we have made an effort to curtail taking on
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new responsibilities. For this reason, we believe any study
should evaluate all alternatives for preservation and inter-
pretation, including what role. if any, might best be played
by the NPS or other partners. We recommend that H.R.
318 be amended to specify that the study explore all op-
ticns. Our proposed amendment is attached to this testi-
mony.

The NPS is in various stages of progress on 25 studies
previously authorized by Congress, 17 of which are being
funded through the special resource study budget. We
transmitted three studies in FY 2005, and there are seven
studies in the transmittal process. Our highest priority is
to complete these pending studies, though we expect to
start newly authorized studies as soon as funds are made
avai'able. We estimate that t..e costs of completing this
study will be approximately $250,000 to $350,000.

H.R. 318 would direct the Secretary to carry out a study
of the Castle Nugent Farms, which consists of approxi-
mately 1,400-acres located on the arid southeastern shore
of St. Croix. The property is itc..ieved to be the largest par-
cel of privately held land in the U.S. Islands.

The farm's rolling terrain consists of a mixture of dry
forest, native vegetation, and rangeland that slopes down
from an elevation of 750 feet to the sea, fronting on a
coastline that includes cobble beaches. One of the largest
and healthiest fringing coral reef systems in the Virgin Is-
lands extends only a few hundred feet offshore. The prop-
erty also provides nesting areas for sea turtles,
blackcrowned night herons, and a host of other migrating
and resident birds.

Castle Nugent Farms has a long and diverse history of
farming dating back to the 1730s when the property was
first established as a cotton and sugar plantation after the
Danish West Indies Company purchased St. Croix from
France. For many years, sugar cane, indigo, and cotton
were the main crops.

After Emancipation in 1848, the plantation began breed-
ing N'Dama cattle, which had earlier been brought to St.
Croix from Africa. This breed was a prominent part of the
farm's operations until the 1960s when attention shifted
towards raising an N'Dama cross breed of cattle known as
Senepol. Introduced to Castle Nugent Farms in 1957 the
Senepol breed has been able to flourish due to its tolerance
to tropical, dry climates and its ability to survive in near-
desert conditions, thus making the cattle an ideal match
for St. Croix' climate. Today, the farm is well-known for its
production of high quality Senepo: beef, which is both con-
sumed locally and exported to world markets.

Castle Nugent Farms contains a cluster of buildings
from the colonial plantation era including a great house
that dates from the plantation's establishment, a converted
chapel, the remains of a sugar mill, slave quarters, and a
converted cotton storage shed. The buildings are situated
in close proximity to each other on a hill with views to-
wards the Caribbean Sea. The current owner lives on-site
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and also operates the buildings and grounds as a bed andbreakfast. According to the owner, other cultural resourceson the grounds include
recent discoveries of pottery shardsand other artifacts left over from either slave shanties orArawak Indian campsites.

If authorized by Congress, and if funds are made avail-able, a study would be able to determine if the resourcespresent at Castle Nugent Farms are nationally significant,if the site would be a suitable and feasible addition to theNational Park System, whether direct NPS managementor alternative Protection by other public agencies or theprivate sector is appropriate for the site, and what man-agement alternative would be most effective and efficientin protecting the resources and allowing for public enjoy-ment of the site.
That concludes my testimony. I would be happy to an-swer any questions you or other members of the sub-committee may have.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS-H.R. 318, CASTLE NUGENT FARMS
STUDY

Insert a new subsection (c) as follows and redesignatethe existing subsection (c) as subsection (d)."(c) MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES.-In completing thestudy authorized in subsection lb), the Secretary shall ex-amine whether the National Park Service, the territorialgovernment, or other public or private groups will be themost appropriate entity to provide for the managementand preservation of Castle Nugent Farms."
CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with paragraph 12 of rule XXVI of the StandingRules of the Senate, the Committee notes that no changes in exist-ing law are made by the Act H.R. 318, as ordered reported.
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STATEMENT OF JOHN PARSONS, ASSOCIATE REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR
LANDS, RESOURCES AND PLANNING, NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, OF THE SENATE
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, CONCERNING H.R.
318, TO AUTHORIZE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO STUDY THE
SUITABILITY AND FEASIBILITY OF DESIGNATING THE CASTLE NUGENT
FARMS LOCATED ON ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS, AS A UNIT OF THE
NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.

February 16, 2006

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to present the views of the Department of the

Interior on H.R. 318. a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to study the

suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms on St. Croix, Virgin Islands,

as a unit of the National Park System.

The Department does not oppose H.R. 318, if amended as described in this testimony.

This study would provide an opportunity to determine the appropriate way to preserve and

interpret resources associated with the plantation period in the Virgin Islands. The

National Park Service (NPS) currently manages three units on the island of St. Croix -

Christiansted National Historic Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument. and Salt River

Bay National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve. In a time of tight budgets and a

refocusing on the core mission of the National Park Service (NPS), we believe that funding

should be directed first toward completing the 25 previously authorized studies.

In light of the President's commitment to devote more resources to maintaining existing

units of the National Park System. we have made an effort to curtail taking on new

responsibilities. For this reason, we believe any study should evaluate all alternatives for
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preservation and interpretation, including what role, if any, might best be played by the

NPS or other partners. We recommend that H.R. 318 be amended to specify that the study

explore all options. Our proposed amendment is attached to this testimony.

The NPS is in various stages of progress on 25 studies previously authorized by Congress.

17 of which are being funded through the special resource study budget. We transmitted

three studies in FY 2005. and there are seven studies in the transmittal process. Our

highest priority is to complete these pending studies, though we expect to start newly

authorized studies as soon as funds are made available. We estimate that the costs of

completing this study will be approximately $250.000 to $350,000.

H.R. 318 would direct the Secretary to carry out a study of the Castle Nugent Farms, which

consists of approximately 1.400-acres located on the arid southeastern shore of St. Croix.

The property is believed to be the largest parcel of privately held land in the U.S. Virgin

Islands.

The farm's rolling terrain consists of a mixture of dry forest, native vegetation. and

rangeland that slopes down from an elevation of 750 feet to the sea, fronting on a coastline

that includes cobble beaches. One of the largest and healthiest fringing coral reef systems

in the Virgin Islands extends only a few hundred feet offshore. 1 he property also provides

nesting areas for sea turtles. blackcrowned night herons, and a host of other migrating and

resident birds.
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Castle Nugent Farms has a long and diverse history of farming dating back to the 1730's

when the property was first established as a cotton and sugar plantation after the Danish

West Indies Company purchased St. Croix from Trance. For many years, sugar cane.

indigo, and cotton were the main crops.

After Emancipation in 1848, the plantation began breeding N'Daina cattle, which had

earlier been brought to St. Croix from Africa. This breed was a prominent part of the

farm's operations until the 1960s when attention shifted towards raising an N'Dama cross

breed of cattle known as Senepol. Introduced to Castle Nugent Farms in 1957 the Senepol

breed has been able to flourish due to its tolerance to tropical, dry climates and its ability to

survive in near-desert conditions, thus making the cattle an ideal match for St. Croix'

climate. Today, the farm is well-known for its production of high quality Senepol beef.

which is both consumed locally and exported to world marks.

Castle Nugent Farms contains a cluster of buildings from the colonial plantation era

including a great house that dates from the plantation's establishment, a converted chapel,

the remains of a sugar mill, slave quarters, and a converted cotton storage shed. The

buildings are situated in close proximity to each other on a hill with views towards the

Caribbean Sea. The current owner lives on-site and also operates the buildings and

grounds as a bed and breakfast. According to the owner, other cultural resources on the

grounds include recent discoveries of pottery shards and other artifacts left over from

either slave shanties or Arawak Indian campsites.
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If authorized by Congress, and if funds are made available, a study would be able to

determine if the resources present at Castle Nugent Farms are nationally significant, if the

site would be a suitable and feasible addition to the National Park System. whether direct

NPS management or alternative protection by other public agencies or the private sector is

appropriate for the site, and what management alternative would be most effective and

efficient in protecting the resources and allowing for public enjoyment of the site.

I hat concludes my testimony. I would be happy to answer any questions you or other

members of the subcommittee may have.
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Proposed Amendments
H.R. 318, Castle Nugent Farms Study

Insert a new subsection (c) as follows and redesignate the existing subsection (c) as
subsection (d).

"(c) MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES. - In completing the study authorized in
subsection (b), the Secretary shall examine whether the National Park Service, the
territorial government, or other public or private groups will be the most appropriate entity
to provide for the management and preservation of Castle Nugent Farms."

5
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H.R. 318
Castle Nugent Farms Study Act

Delegate Donna Christensen (D-VI) introduced H.R. 318 on January 25, 2005. There are
no co-sponsors.

H.R. 318 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to complete a suitability and feasibility
study to determine if Castle Nugent Farms, located on St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands,
should be designated as a unit of the National Park System. The bill includes standard
study language and directs the Secretary to complete the study in accordance with
Section 8(c) of Public Law 91-383 which states that as part of the study the Secretary
would be required to determine suitability and feasibility o, designating the site as a unit
as well as identifying a management alternative that will be the most effective and
efficient way to protect resources and allow for public enjoyment. The study would be
completed within three complete fiscal years after funds are appropriated.

Currently the approximately 1400-acre farm is thought to be one of the oldest ongoing
cattle ranches in the West Indies with ranching taking place on at least a portion of the
site for more than 100 years. Since 1957 the farm has breed Senepol cattle, an African
breed, and now exports these cattle throughout the world.

Originally the land was one of many plantations established in the 1730's by the Danish
West Indies Company. The main house for the farm is thought to date from the early
plantation period.

St. Croix, the largest of the three islands that make up the U.S. Viring Islands, is about 40
miles south of St. Thomas. There are currently three N PS units on St. Croix,
Chrsitiansted National Historic Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument, and Salt
River Bay National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve.
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Potential Questions
H.R. 318

Castle Nugent Farms Study Act

Q: Why is a study required to designate Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the
National Park Syst ?

A: Title Ill of Public Law. 105-391. the National Park Service Omnibus Management
Act of 1998, requires congressional authorizations for areas to be studied as potential new
units of the National Park System. The law also designates the criteria to be used by the
National Park Service to determine whether an area should h e recommended as a new
unit of the National Park System

Q: Do all studies result in the recommendation of a new unit of the National Park
System?
A No. Since the law was enacted about one out of every four or five studies
recommends establishment as some type of unit administered by the NI'S. and not all
recommendations fro establishment are as units of the National Park System. Some
recommendations are for the establishment c f National Heritage Areas. National Trails.
or National Rivers. The main things that a study looks at are the suitability of the area to
become a unit of the System and the feasibility of management of the area by the
National Park Service. Often the study will determine that one, but not both of the criteria
can be met.

Q: How long will the study take?
A: We anticipate that the study will take three years to complete, once funding is made
available This is in keeping with the requirements specified in P.L. 105-391, which
amended P.L. 91-383. the study legislation cited in the bill.

Q: How much will the study cost?
A: An average special resource study costs approximately $250,000 We anticipate that
this study will cost between $275,000 and $300,000. the higher than average costs reflect
the higher cost of doing business in the Virgin Islands.

Q: How large an area will be studied?
A: We understand that the area envisioned by the bill is approximately 1.400-acres.
However, a study typically looks at lands within or adjacent to the study area and
recommendations are based on what would be a manageable unit. Usually several
different management alternatives which may have different boundaries are included
the study.

Q: How much will it cost to acquire the land and manage it?
A: The study will indicate potential costs of acquiring any land that might be included
within the boundaries of any potential new ..nit that would be managed by the NPS. Costs
are determined by recent comparable land sales and arc limited to fair market value.
Operational costs would also be determined as a part of the study and would vary
depending upon the degree of NPS involvement.
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Q: There are already there NPS units on St. Croix, why is another needed?
A: There are presently three NPS units on the Island of St. Croix - Christiansted
National Historical Site, Buck Island Reef National Monument. and Salt River Bay
National Historical Park and Ecological Preserve. The existing sites do not focus on the
plantation history of the Virgin Islands. Remains of a plantation exist on the Castle
Nugent Farms property. Those resources plus the fact that the site contains a large
expanse of open land, which is rare on St. Croix. make it a good candidate for study.

Q: Isn't Castle Nugent Farms a cattle Ranch? Doesn't the National Park System
already contain units relating to cattle ranching?
A: The curient use of Castle Nugent Farms is for the ranching o iepol cattle. We
understand that ranching has been the primary use of this land for more than a century.
The property was also at one time a plantation. a theme that is very important to the
development of the Virgin Islands. and one that is not told within the existing National
Park System on St. Croix. While many. primarily western, parks include ranching as one
of their themes. Grant-Kohrs Ranch National Histqric Site in Montana represents more
than 125 years of cattle ranching in the western U.S That site is still a working cattle
ranch.
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GoToStCroix.com: Castle Nugent Farm. Senepol Cattle. Eco-Lodging

Castle Nugent
Eco-Farm

Page I of I

Castle Nugent is one of the 264 cotton and sugar plantations that were formed on the island of St Croix
after 1733 when the Danish West Indies Company purchased the island from France

The guest house on the farm is an historical "overseers" house built early in the 18th century It is now
listed on the National Register of Historic Places Its white stuccoed walls tin roof and sturdy green
wooden shutters with wrought iron hinges are all signatures of 18th and 19th century Colonial
architecture. when fortunes were made on this island from sugar Castle Nugent today is a cattle farm
but the old 'dings have remained virtually the same

Other buildings on the site include the remains of a cotton storage house a small chapel and slave
quarters for the 15 - 20 slaves who lived there in the 18th and early 19th century

The estate was first farmed as early as 1738 Over the centuries the farm had many owners one of
them being Christopher Nugent who bought the farm in 1774 and gave the estate its name Caroline
Gasper who is the present owner of the Eco-Farm, likes to say proudly that many historians believe her
farm is one of the oldest cattle farms in the entire West Indies

Mario Gasper! Caroline's husband, managed the farm for many years until his death Today. besides
raising animals, the farm is also used as a bed and breakfast

Caroline is an historian in her own right The ranch -n has been in the family for four generations
She has uncovered historical litters and papers from original owners of the property They indicate
the slaves he had and the prob,ems he was having with s cotton crop due to a long drought in the early
1800's

Castle Nugent Eco-Farm affords one the opportunity to experience some of St Croix's Colonial legacy
firsthand For more information, visit their website at www cnsenepol corn

Paraphrased from Olasee Davis of the St Croix Hit ^^ Association Email Olasee Davis for information
about the Hiking Association's future adventures 1 rs and non-members welcome'

Photos © gotostcroix corn All rights reserved

http: / /www.gotostcroix.com hiking'nugent.htm 2 14 :loll
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Castle Nugent Farms, Foundation Senepol Cattle, St. Croix USVI

GUEST
11®GSE
Rates I
policies

History

Reviews

House Toni-

Activities

Contact Us

About St.
Croix

A History of Castle Nugent Estate
as told by Caroline Gasper

(If you are a a RANCHER looking for Caroline Gaspen's
website on Castle Nugent Senepol, click here' )

If you are looking for Caroline's definitive history of the
Senepol breed, click here')

With the current Senepol ranch operating here since
1957 and other cattle ranches preceding us, Castle
Nugent is thought by historians to be one of the oldest
ongoing cattle ranches in the West Indies. However,
Castle Nugent was not always strictly a cattle ranch.

A watercolor painting by Caroline's nephew shows
the sweeping views of the ranch lands and the sea
beyond, with four of the five remaining estate
buildings visible. /painting by Lu.a Gasped

The main house was built on a land grant registered in
the Danish archives in r3o and is thought to date from
that period. Cattle, cotton, and indigo were cultivated
here. The Estate's five remaining buildings include a
cotton shed (now converted into a small house), and a
tiny chapel. now my home. My old documents regarding
the estate include letters from the plantation owner in
the Otto, He was running a cotton plantation with a
few cattle. The farm was later converted to a sugar cane
plantation, complete with a cane mill visible along the
shoreline fern the gallery at the front of the house.

African
longhorned
cattle pulling
a sugar cane
cart id
the1880s on
St. Croix.

Probably ten to
twenty slaves
lived here on
the plantation
in its heyday.
We still find
pottery hards

Page 1 of 4

Gentle Senepol cattle graze
in the pastures surrounding
Castle Nugent Guesthouse

http: %vv-vk.islands.vii-pisella/caribbeanguesthousehistory.html 2/14/2006
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Castle Nugent Farms, Foundation ScnLpol Cattle, St. Croix USW, Page 2 of 4

and other artifacts when we're working cattle in the
pastures, left over from either slave shanties or from
Arawak camp sites.

We don't know how Castle Nugent got its name - Castle
Nugent is both a castle and a county, in Ireland.

Denmark sold the island of St. Croix to the United States
in 1917. Estate Castle Nugent changed hands between
old Danish island families several times before its
purchase by the Wall family (my parents) in the early
tenth. who also had purchased the historical Paladian
house at Cane Garden Estate. My husband Mario and I,
newly married, saw great potential in the Senepol cattle
which thrived in the hot, arid landscape of St. Croix's
south shore.

f

N'Dama cattle being worked at Estate Longford (part
of the Castle Nugent ranching operation) in the

1950s.

N'Dama cattle were brought from Africa to St. Croix
with the first slave ships. The last to arrive from Africa
were purchased in the 1800s by the owner of Longford
Estate (now a part of Castle Nugent Farms operations)
and were part of the operation until the late 196os. The
first Senepol cattle were added to the Castle Nugent
herd in 1957. The herd still shows its African influence
today. It was from this ranch that the Senepol
Association was managed for its first fifteen years, by my
late husband, Dr. Mario Gasperi.

The original Virgin Islands Senepol Associatior
1976. From left: Enrico Gasperi (Mario's yowl er

brother), Mrs. Caroline and Dr. Mario Gasper', Henry
Nelthropp Sr., Oscar Henry, Hans Lawaetz, Dr. D.
Padda and Dr. Ike Eller. Today, Mario's brother
Enrico Gasperi, Caroline, and Mario's Mauro
Gasperi, are still working cattle at Castle Nugent

Farms.

http: ' ww%%.islands.% ir-pisellaicarihheanguesthouse/histor,.html 14
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Castle Nugent Farms. Foundation Senepol Cattle. St. Croix USVI Page 3 of 4

Today, exportation of Sewpol from Castle Nugent
Farms for breeding purpc s has been steady during the
past to years (Embryos and semen are also exported.)
Castle Nugent Farms is considered a Genetic Bank for
the Senepol breed. Live animal shipments have been
consistently intense in recent years to all the Sun Belt
States (Florida through Texas) and Australia, with the
result that CN brand is quite common on many ranches
with Senepol cattle.

An aerial photo of Castle Nugent taken in 1988
shows the unpaved South Shore Road in the

foreground, the estate buildings in the center of the
photo and to the north, the sea on the north shore of

the island.

Much of the beef produced here at Castle Nugent from
non-breeding stock is sold locally. Popularity of Senepol
bet f continues to rise as health conciciiisness does: more
people are demanding grass-fed, hormone-free low-fat
beef that is naturally rich in flavor and nutrients.

Castle Nugent Farms began exporting cattle from St.
Croix in 1977. Today there are four generations of the
Gasperi family at Castle Nugent Farms!

/
Traffic stops as a herd of Castle Nugent cows
with young calves crosses South Shore Road

w
Castle Nugent Forms has been breeding Senepol since
1957 on our ranch on St. Croix, the largest of the US
Virgin Islands, a territory of the U.S. At Castle Nugent,

http://www.islands.vit-pisella/caribbeanguesthoust.'histor .html 2/14/2006
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Castle Nugent Farms, Foundation Senepol Cattle, St. Croix USVI Page 4 of 4

http://www.islands.vi pisella/carittheanguesthouse/histery.html

genetics and free range have kept the breed's qualities at
their highest level the -iigh the years. Selection and
improvement are a constant active goal on our ranee.. on
the East end of St. Croix, (where climatic conditions are
harsher than on the West end of the island) to always
reach for the top in fertility, performance and
conformation. CN cattle are sold world wide and can be
found in South Africa, Mexico, Venezuela, Australia and
the U.S. southeast and as far west as Oregon.

For more information about renting our Guesthouse or
to request a brochure, call or se:id address to:

Caroline Gasperi
Castle Nugent Farms
Phone/Fax (340) 773-1508
POB 969 Christiansted St.Croix VI 00821

...or visit Castle Nugent Farm's cattle website!

Please field us your comments end suggestions about this site.
Site, Designed and Mamtlined by Big Swell Design

Last updated' August 26th, 2003
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U.S. House approves study of proposal to make Castle Nugent Farms part of
National Park System
By CHRISTINE LETT
Wednesday, November 16th 2005

ST. CROIX - A bill to study the feasibility of designating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the
National Park System unanimously passed the U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday, according
to Delegate to Congress Donna Christensen.

The bill first was introduced last year in the 108th Congress, but it died in the U.S. Senate
Christensen reintroduced the bill this session, and it now moves to the U.S. Senate for approval.

Christensen told the House the property contains natural and cultural resources that should be
preserved, according to a statement from her office. Castle Nugent encompasses more than 4 miles
of pristine oceanfront with a large, healthy coral reef. The interior comprises Caribbean dry forest
and pasture lands wain cultural resources from both pre-Columbian and post-European settlements,
she said.

A large Danish estate house, dating back to the 1730s, is on the property The house is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Mauro G0,peri, whose family owns the Castle Nugent property, said Tuesday he was grateful for
Chnstensen's work in developing the legislation. The Gasper family took the idea to Christensen and
National Park officials.

"I prefer it be used for many Crucian generations to come and not be spoiled," he said. "We've had
this idea for a number of years, and we've been working on it for the last three years "

He said the family had been doubtful it would pass with the U.S. Congress' focus on the U.S.-led war
on terrorism but was re-energized with the news that the bill passed the House "It seems that now
we're on the right, and were going to continue on this road," Gasper' said

The bill ensures the property "stays pristine, clean and beautiful," he said.

Rather than sell the property, the family wants to revive it as a historic park for everyone - visitors
and residents - to enjoy. Many of the buildings and structures date back as far as 200 years.

The area is used to raise senepol cattle.

- Contact Christine Lett at 774-8772 ext. 456 or e-mail clett@dailynews.vi.

(CLOSE WINDOW]

http: -www.virginislandsdailyr,ws.com/index.pParticle?id=10660845 2/14'2006
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1119TH CI INGRESS
1sT SEssii IN H. R. 3:8

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
N(11111tlt 16. lOOT

rrail told. and n.ferrcd 1,, the lllll tittel Energy an .1 nthiral

AN ACT
To authorize the s,..n.tur3 of the Interior to study the suit-

ability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park System and for other purposes.

I Be it enacted by the SClillt1 and Mots( ut imm vita-

2 tires of the United Males I 1111 races in Congress USN, nobly ei,

virmeIMION.ffin

Iteived; en
114.S. p1,111.1444

pm

4
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I SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING

CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.

3 Fixtilx(;s.-('otigress finds the following:

4 (1) Castle Nugent Farms, located on the south-

5 eastern shore of St. ('roil, I.S. Virgin Islands, is

6 the largest patrol of privately-held land in the Virgin

7 Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for

8 511 ears.

9 (2) This land has the largest and healthiest

10 fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands.

11 (3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and

12 pasturelands with vonsiderable cultural n sonrees in-

13 eluding both pre-Columbian and INISt-E1111)1111 SO-

14 tlement.

15 (4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-

16 torie 17th (1`11111Fy Danish estate house that sits on

17 over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oreanroot prop-

18 erty.

19 (5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-

20 ing and night heron nesting. it is the home for the

21 Senepol rattle breed. a unique breed of rattle that

22 was devemped on St. Croix in the early In nos to

23 adapt to the island's rhumb.

24 lb) STUDY.-The Secretary of the Interior shall carry

25 out a study regarding; the suitability and feasibility of des-

HR 31's RFS

ti

 ..-arC--- 111!

2

2

(a)

r
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I notating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National

2 Park System.

3 (c) STUDY likiti*Ess AND Comm F:rissN.-4414.tion

4 Sl) of Public Law 91-3/4:i (16 1T.S.C. la-51(.), shall

5 apply to the 011(1110 and eompletion of the study required

6 by this seethe,.

Passed the !loose of Representatives November 15.

2005.

Attest: TRANDAIIL.
(lurk.

RR 31$ RFS

l

3

r
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Br Mrs CHRISTENSEN-
H.R 317 A hill to establish the District

Court of the Virgin Islands as court under
article III of the United States Constitution.
to the Committee on the .ludic lacy

ilirAllre CHRISTENSEN
H.R. MIL A bill to authorize the Secretary

of the Interior to study the suitability and
feasibility of designating Castle Nugent
Farms located on St. Croix. Virgin Islands.
as unit of the National Park System. and
for other purposes. to the Committee on Re-
sous en

It Mr CUNNINGHAM
H.R. 319 A bill to require a temporary

moratorium on leaning. exploration and de-
velopment cn lands of the Outer Continental
Shelf off the State of California. and fm
ether purposes. to the Committee on Re.
sources.

By Mr CUNNINGHAM for himself. Mr
CANTO'. and Mr look,

H.R. 320 A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1911G to provide tax incentive* to
encourage manufacturers of computer cell
phone. and television equipment to operate
an environmentally sound recycling program
for use by consumers who want to discard
the equipment. to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mrs EMERSON
H.R. 321 A hill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 19116 to allow a refundable credit
to certain senior citizens for premiums paid
for coverage under Medicare Part B. L. the
Committee on Ways and Means

By Mrs EMERSON
H.R. MIL A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of INS to allow refundable credit
to military retirees for premiums paid for
coverage under Medicare part B. to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means

By Mr ENGEL for himself Mr
GAL! FOLY, Mr Soil', Mrs
CHRIsTENKEN, Mr Mr-Ncr.TY. Mr
%VANN( ct. Ms WAVs.m. Mr. Grit
GREEN of Texas. Mr SERRANO. Mr
MIMICS of New York. Mrs Loa EY. Mr
BERMAN. Mr Limits of California and
Mr %Maser

H K 323 A bill to redesignate the Ellis Is-
land Library on the third floor of the Ellis
Island 'rnmigration Museum. located on
Ellis Island in New York Harbor. as the -Bob
Hope Memorial Library". to the Committee
on Resources

BY Mr FEENEY (for himself. Mr. PIT
NAM. MI MICA Me HARRIS. Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
FOLLY. Mr. KELLER. Ms Gutsy
BROWN -WAITE of Florida. Mr Mir.r.ER
of Florida Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-B.. 1.05T
of Florida. Mr S7EARNs. Mr SHAW.
Mr Mack. Mr. %Mama of Florida.
Mr BOYD. Mr. MEER rat Flutist.. Mr
patio of Florida. Mr HASTINOs of
Florida. Ms Ros-LESTMEN, Mr B11.1-
RAKI,.. Mr CRENsHAN. Mr. YOUNG of
Florida. Me WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.
MS CORRINE. BROWN of Florida. and
Mr BF:Kiri-Ai

H.R. 324 A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
321 Montgor-ery Road in Altamonte Springs.
Florida. as the "Arthur Stacey %tamp&
Post Office Building", to the Committee on
Government Reform.

By Mr. GRAVES.
H R 325 A hill to amend title 23. United

States Code. to establish requirements for
the operation of high occupancy vehicle fa-
ditties on highways. to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure

by Mr GRIJALVA.
H.R. 326 A bill to amend the Yuma Craw-

in-r National Heritage Area Act of MOO to ad-
just the boundary of the Yuma ^tossing Na-
Wm.! Heritage Area and to extend the au-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD - HOUSE
thorny of the Secretary of the Interior to
provide assistance under that Act: to the
Committee on Resources

By Mr. GRIJ ALVA for himself and Mr.
HAraoRTH,

H.R. 327 A bill to snow binding arbitration
claimer, to be indoor.. in all contracts affect-
ins land within the Gila River Indian Corn
munity Reservation. to the Committee on
Resources

By Mr GUTKNECHT for himself. Mr
EMANUEL.. Mrs IMERnioN. Mr SAND-
I:Rs. MS DIELAURO. Mrs. NORTHAM.
Mr. Miriam of Indiana. Ms BENNY
BRoNN.WAITE of Florida. Mr Junta
of North Carolina. Mr. BROWN of
Ohio. Mr Isomer Mr )(NORTON. Mr.
RAMsTAIi. Mr KING of lows. and Mr.
LA Noac

H.R 329 A hill to amend the Federal Food.
Drug. and Cosmetic Act with respect to the
importation of prescription drugs. and for
other purposes, to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce. and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. for a period to he
subsequently determined by the Speaker. in
each case for consideration of inch provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HAYWORTH
H R 329 A hill to require the Secretary of

the Treasury to redesign the face of 1110 Fed-
eral reserve notes so as to include likeness
of President Ronald Wilson Reagan. and for
other purposes. to the Committee on Ethan-
. ial services

By Mr HAYWORTH;
H.R. 330 A hill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1966 to exempt certain sight-
seeing flights from taxes on air transpor-
tation, to the Committee on Ways and
Means

By Mr HAYWORTH for himself and
Mr. BUMF..

H K 331 A hill to amend the Internal Rev
entre Code of 1966 and the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 to clarify
that federally recognized Indian tribal gov-
ernments are to be regulated under the same
government employer rules and procedures
that apply to Federal. State. and other local
government employers with regard to the es-
tablishment and maintenance of employee
benefit plans. to the Committee on Ways and
Means and in addition to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce. for period to
he subsequently determined by the Speaker.
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the Jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr KING of New York.
H.R. 332. a bill to amend the Cuban Lib-

erty and Democratic Solidarity LIBERTAD.
Act of 1996 to require that in order to deter-
mine that a democraticallyelected govern-
ment in Cuba exists. the government extra-
dite to the United States convicted felon
William Morales and all other individuals
who are living in Cuba in order to escape
prosecution or confinement for criminal of-
fenses committed in the United States, to
the Committee on International Relations

By Mr. LYNCH
H.R. 333 A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1966 to require institutions of
higher education to preserve the educational
status and financial resources of military
personnel called to active duty, to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr LYNCH:
H.R. 334 A hill to designate Angola under

section 244 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act in order to make nationals of An-
gola eligible for tarnpor ry protected status
under such section. to the Committee on the
Judiciary

By Mr LYNCH.
H H. 115 A hill to amend tee Child Care

and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 to

January 25. 2005
Increase the availability and affordability of
quality child care services by creating incen-
tives for older individuals to join the child
mare workforce. and for other purposes. to
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force. and In addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means. for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker. in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. LYNCH.
H.R. RS A bill to amend the Public Works

and Economic Development Act of 1985 to
provide assistance to communities for the re-
development of brownfield sites; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
tune. and in addition to the Committee on
Financial Services. for  period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker. in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. MALONEY
H.R. 337 A bill to amend title 13. United

States Code. to provide that the term of of-
rice of the Director of the Census shall he 5
Years. to provide that the Director of the
Census report directly to the 5- rotary of
Commerce. and for other purpr seer to the
Committee on Government Reform

By Mrs MALONEY for herself and Mr
PETRI.

H H 336 1 hill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require the dis-
closure of certain information by persons
conducting phone hanks during campaigns
for election for Federal office. and for other
purposes. to the Committee on House Admin-
istration.

By Mr MoCRERY
H.R. 339 A hill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1906 to allow deduction for
contributions to individual investment ac-
counts. and for other purposes. to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means

By Mr. MORAN of
H.R. 340 A bill to amend the Clean Air Act

to prohibit stationary sources located in
ozone nonattainment areas from purchasing
nitrogen oxide emission credits under the
Environmental Protection Agency's nitrogen
oxide trading program without the consent
of the State in which such source is located.
and for other purposes. to the Committee on
Energy And Commerce

By Mr. OSBORNE for himself, Mr
likiEHNER. Mr CASTLE. and Mr Wrt-
to,N of South Carolina.

H R 311 A bill to amend the Community
Services Block Grant Act to provide for
quality improvements. to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce

By Mr OWENS
H 342 A hill to provide for adjustment

of immigration status for certain aliens
granted temporary protected status in the
United States because 01 conditions in
Montserrat. to the Committee on the Judici-
art

By Mr PITTS
H R 343 A hill to establish a pilot pr. ,vam

of Central Asian scholarships for under-
graduate and graduate level public policy in-
ternships in the United States. to the Com-
mittee on International Relations

By Mr. PITTS
H.R. 344. A bill to establish pilot program

of Afghanistan scholarships for under-
graduate and graduate level public policy in-
ternships in the United States: to the Com-
mittee on international Relations.

Hy Mr PLATTS
H.R. 345 A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1906 to suspend the running of
periods of limitation for credit or refund of
overpayment of Federal Income tax by vet-
erans while their service-connected com-
pensation determitationa are pending with

Virginia;
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109TH CONGRESS
1 ST HESSON 1R. 318318

To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating Castle Nugent Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin
Islands. as a unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
.1 %SCARY 25. 2001

,IttitsTENtsEs introduced the following hill; which was referred to the
151 Itesoi revs

A BILL
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-

ability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and Roust of Representa-

- furs of the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled.

3 SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING

4 CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.

5 FIND! St ;S.-Congress finds the following:

6 (I) Castle Ni rent Farms, located on the south-

7 eastern shore of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, is

8 the largest p. rel of privately-held land in the Virgin

- -
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2

Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for

2 50 years.

3 (2) This land has the largest and healthiest

4 fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands.

5 (3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and

6 pasturelands with considerable cultural resources in-

7 eluding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-

8 to .meat.

9 (4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-

10 tonic 17th century Danish estate house that sits on

11 ,.ver 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop-

12 erty.

13 (5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-

14 ing and night heron nesting, it is the home for the

15 Senepol cattle breed, a unique breed of cattle that

16 was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's to

17 adapt to the island's climate.

18 (b) STUDY. -The Secretary of the Interior shall carry

19 out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des-

20 ignating Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National

21 Park System.

22 (c) STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION.-Seetion

23 8(c) of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. la-5(e)) shall

HR 318 1H
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I apply to the conduct and completion of the study required

2 by this section.
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109TH CONG ESS
1sT SEssi( H. R. 318

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
NoVEMBER 16, 2(KE

lieeeived; read twice and referred to the Committee on Etter*. and Natural
Henourees

AN ACT
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-

ability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent
Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Mime of Repreventa-

2 tires of the United States of America in Congress assembled.
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SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING

2 CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.

3 I a) FIN I 11 NI 'oligIvss rinds the following.

4 11 I Ca tle Nugent Farms, located on the south-

5 eastern shore of St. Croix, U.S. Vii gin Islands. it

6 the largest pared of privately-held land in the Virgin

7 Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for

8 50 years.

9 (2) This land has the largest and healthiest

10 fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virm...in Islands.

11 13) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and

12 pasturelands with considerable cultural resources in-

13 eluding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-

14 tlement.

15 (4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-

16 tonic 17th century Danish estate house that sits on

17 over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop-

18 erty.

19 (5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-

20 ing and night heron nesting, it is the home for the

21 Senepol cattle breed. a unique breed of cattle that

22 was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's to

23 adapt to the island's climate.

24 (b) STUDY .- -The Secretary of the Interior shall carry

25 out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des-

HR 3 1 RFs
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1 loafing Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National

Park System.

3 (e) STUDY PIO X 'ESS AND I .11N1 PLETI1 )N.-Seet ion

4 ti() of Public Law 91 -3s3 (16 U.S.('. 1a-51(9) shall

5 apply to the conduct and completion of the study required

6 by this section.

Passed the House of Representatives November 15.
2005.

Attest: JEFF TI AND 1114

HE 318 RFS
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Stenographic Transcript
of Hearings

Subcommittee on National Parks

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & NATURAL
RESOURCES

UNITED STATES SENATE

HEARING TO RECEIVE TESTIMONY ON THE FOLLOWING BILLS: Si. RES. 28, A
JOINT RESOLUTION APPROVING THE LOCATION OF THE COMMEM

WORK IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA HONORING FORMER PRESIDENT
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER; S.1870, A BILL TO CLARIFY THE AUTHORITIES FOR
THE USE OF CERTAIN NATIONAL PARK SERVICL eROPERTIES WITHIN GOLDEN

GATE NATIONAL RECREATION AREA AND SAN FRANCISCO MARITIME
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; S. 1913, A BILL TO
AUTHORIZE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO LEASE A PORTION OF THE
DOROTHY BUELL MEMORIAL VISITOR CENTER FOR USE AS A VISITOR CENTER
FOR THE INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES;
S. 19"/O, A BILL TO AMEND THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM ACT TO UPDATE THE
FEASIBILITY AND SUITABILITY STUDY ORIGINALLY PREPARED FOR THE TRAIL
OF TEARS '4 FR  I. HISTORIC TRAIL AND PROVIDE FOR THE INCLUSION OF

NEW Ti' AIL SFC MENTS, LAND COMPONENTS, AND CAMPGROUNDS
ASSOCIATED WITH T (AT TRAIL, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; H.R. 562, A BILL TO
AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNMENT OF UKRAINE TO ESTABLISH A MEMORIAL ON
FEDERAL LAND IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA TO HONOR THE VICTIMS OF THE
MANMADE FAMINE THAT OCCURRED IN UKRAINE IN 1932-1933; AND H.R. 318, A

BILL TO AUTHORIZE THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR TO STUDY THE
SUITABILITY AND FEASIBILITY OF DESIGNATING CASTLE NUGENT FARMS

LOCATED ON ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS, AS A UNITOF THE NATIONAL PARK
SYSTEM, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Thursday, February 16, 2006

Washington, DC

ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY
1111 14TH STREET, N.W.

SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-5650

(202) 289-2260

C Qic-7(.306.L LOCJ cc .1r1 S.J. Qes. 22)
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L58(0120)

United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Washington, D.0 20240

MAY 1 9 2006

Honorable Craig Thomas
Chairman
Subcommittee on National Parks
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed are answers to the follow-up questions from the hearing held by the Subcommittee
National Parks on February 16, 2006, on Si Res 28, S. 1870, S. 1913, S. 1970, H.R. 318, and
H.R. 562. These responses have bc:.:1 prepared by the National Park Service

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to respond to you on this matter

Sincerely,

Jane M. Ly
Legislative Counsel
Office of Legislative and Congressional

Affairs

Enclosure

cc Senator Daniel A. Akaka
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on National Parks

Senator Jeff Bingaman
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September 29, 2006 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SENATE
to in paragraph Sc( by inserting "(Federal

Emergency Management Agency)" after
"Homeland Security";

t F) in the second sentence of section 732,
by striking 'sections 103tm" and all that
follows through "(January 14. 19136)" and in-
serting section 103lk) of Public Law 106- 188,
117 Stat. 2794. December 17, 2003".

(G) in the first sentence di section 341, by
striking "Section 141" and Inserting -section
141".

111 in section 342- -
tit in subsection tai. by striking '14 V.S.C.

196" and inserting "section 196 of title 14.
Utited States Code"; and

1111 in subsection t b -
111 by striking -46 U.S.0 1296(bs6)" and in-

serting "section 13030156) of the Merchant
Marine Act. 1936 146 U.S.C. 1296bt tore .". and

III) by striking "48 U.S.C. 129515 beetle)"
and inserting "section 131)9ib)35Ci of that
Act ';

11, in the third sentence of section 3541a).
by striking -section 442 and 45.. and insert-
ing "sections 442 and 452",

(.1) in the first sentence of section 443, by
Inserting as amended." after the Com

tICI in the matter preceding paragraph iII
of section 4611h1-

(U by striking "1970'' and inserting -1999 .
and

(lip by et thing ' Telecommunications" and
inserting 'Telecommunication Union". and

(1..) in section 463) b), by striking "Article"
and inserting "Art is '

skt'. 7. TRANSMISSION OF VIDEOTAPE PRO4tRAM.
MING.

section Mesa, of title 17. United States
Code, Is amended by striking "or the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands" and insert-
ing "the Federated States of Micronesia. the
Republic of Palau. or the Reoublk of the
Marshall Islands
WIC. a PALAU ROM) IIAINTENANC'E.

The Government of the Republic of Palau
may deposit the payment otherwise payable
to the Government of the United States
under section III of Public Law 101 219 (48
U.S.0 1960) into  trust fund if-

I 1 ) the earnings of the trust fund are ex-
pended solely for maintenance of the road
system constructed pursuant to section 212
of the Compact of Free Associatioa between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Palau 148
U.S.C. 1931 mite), and

21 the trust fund is established and oper-
ated pursuant to an agreement entered into
between the Government of the United
States and the Government of the Republic
of Palau
.411.C. 9, t'LATUFICATION OF TAX MIKE STATUS 1W

rimer FUNDS.
In the U 3 -RMI Compact, the U S FSM

Compact, and their respective trust fund
subsidiary agreements. for the purposes of
taxation by the United States or its sub-
sidiary Jurisdictions. the term "State"
means State. territory. or the District of
Columbia"

4) DOROTHY BUELL MEMORIAL
VISITOR CENTER LEASE ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 1913) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to lease a portion of the
Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center
for use as a visitor center for the Indi-
ana Dunes National Lakeshore, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources xtth an amend-
nient to strike all after the enacting

clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:
SECTION 1. TAILS OF CONTENTS.

The table d- tits of this Act is as follows
Sec. 1. Table of contents.

TITLE I-DOROTHY BUELL MEMORIAL
VISITOR CENTER

Sec. 101. Short tale.
Sec. 102. Definitions
Sec. 103. Memorandum of understanding.
Sec. 104. Lease agreement.
Sec. 105. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE II-PUBLIC LAND TECHNICAL
.4MENDMENTS

Sec. 201. Short title.
Sec. 202. Gaylord Nelson 44:teerness.
Sec. 203. Arlaegt : House land transfer.
Sec. 204. Cumberland Island WIlderness
Sec. 20.0. Petrified Forest boundary
Sec. 206. Cornmemoratiiw works
Sec. 207 Onto Wilderness.

TITLE 1- ,DOROTHY RI 'ELL MEMORLAL
VISITOR ('ENTER

MSc 101. MOIST TITLE.
This tale may he cited as the 'Dorothy Bari;

Memorial Visit ,,, Center Lease Act".
SEC'. lust DEFINITIONS.

In this title
(1) CoMMIsS0).N-The term 'Commission"

means the Porter County Convention. Recre-
ation and Visitor Commission.

(2) I.AKESHORE.  -The term "Lakeshore"
means the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

(3) LAKESHORE CE%tER  -The term "Lakeshore
Center" mean, the visitor center for the Lake-
shore authorized under section 104(a).

(4) MEM()R1.41 CEVI ER -The term "Memorial
Center" means the Dorothy Buell Memorial Vis-
itor Center located south of the Lakeshore
boundary on Indiana Route 49.

(.5) SECRETARY. -The term "secretary" means
the Secretary of the Interior_
SEC MIS. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

(a) IN GENERA 4.7-The Secretary may enter
into a memorandum of understanding with the
Commission to establish o pint partnership with
respect to the managerner t of the Memorial Cen
ter.

(b) liEsstlliaMkNts. -The memorandum of un-
derstanding shall-

(I) identify the overall goals and purposes of
the Memorial Center,

(2) describe the allocution of management and
operational &ties between the Secretary and
the Commuston with respect to the Memorial
Center,

(3) identify how activities of the Memorial
Center will he funded.

(4) identify the parties responsible for pro-
viding amenities at the Memorial Center:

(5) establish procedures for changing or dis
rotting the -stint partnership: and

(6) address any other issues determined to be
appropriate by the Secretary or the Commission
SW. sec LEASE ACRES. VENT.

(a) Iv GIVERS! -After entering into u memo-
randum of understanding under section 103(0).
the Secretary may enter into an agreement with
the Commission to lease spire it the Memorial
Center for use as a onto, center for the Lake-
shore.

(b) STAFF. -The Secretary may use employees
of the Lakeshore to provide visitor information
and education at the Lakeshore Center

toR AUTROSIZZATION OF APPROPRIATIGNs.
There are authorized ro be appropriated to the

Secretary such sums as art necessary to curry
ma this title

TITLE II-PUBLIC LAND TICHNICALAUNT'
Milt' MT SNORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the -Public Land
Technical Amendments Act of 2006".
MSc. MM. GAYLORD VELMA WILDERNESS

(a) ItLtit.tu;%.4ri,b.-Section 110 of division E
tr the Consolidated Appropriations Art, 2(05 t

S10535
U S.C. 1132 note, Public late 108-147), is amend
ed-

(1) In subsection (a), by s.:rtking "Gaylord A
Nelson" and inserting "Gaylord Nelson"; and

(2) in subsection (c)(4). by striking "Gaylord
A. Nelson Wilderness" and inserting "Gaylord
Nelson Wilderness"

(b) REFERES('Ess-Any reference in a law,
Inapt regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the "Gaylord A.
Nelson Wilderness" shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to the "Gaylord Nelson Wilderness".
SEC ills ARLINGTON ROUSE LAND TRA.UFER.

Section 2363th )11) of Public Law 107 -10, -'115
Stat. 1333) is amended by striking 'the (hurry'
Washington Memorial Parkway" and inserting
"Arlington House. the Robert E. Lee Memo-
rial,".
SEC Mt evragatuno ISLAND WILDERNESS.

Section 2(attl)M Public Law 97 250 (16 U.S.0
i72 note, * Stud 709) is amended by striking
'numbered 64021)03°1, and dated September

:..1104- and inserting "numbered 644/ 25.038K, and
dated September 1(105'
SE('. soon PETRIFIED FOMENT BOUNDARY.

Section 2(11 of the Petrified Forest National
Park Expansion Act of 2004 (16 U S.C. 119 note)
is amended by striking "numbered 110.80,044.
and dated July 2004" and inserting "numbered
71040.04,5. and dated January 20051
SEC. NW (T)ISIEMORATIVE WORKS.

Section 8908001) of title 40, United States
Code, is amended in the second sentence by
striking "House Administration" and inserting
"Resources'
SEC. S117. OJITO MOODINESS.

-Section 2(.') of the OM.", Wilderness Act (16
U.S U. 1132 note. Public Law 109 94) is amended
be striking "October 1, 2004" and inserting
"January 24. 2006"

The amendment (No. 5110) was agreed
to, as follows:

Purpose. To strike the section relating to
the Onto Wilderness)

Strike the item in the table of contents re-
lating to section 207

Strike section 207
The committee amendment in the

nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to

The bill S 1913 was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time. and passed.

NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM STUDY-
CASTLE NUGENT FARMS, ST.
CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS
The bill IH R. 3181 to authorize the

Secretary of the Interior to study the
suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating Castle Nugent Farms located on
St. Croix, Virgin Islands. as a unit of
the National Park System. and for
other purposes. was considered. ordered
to a third reading. read the third time.
and passed.

YUMA CROSSING NATIONAL HER-
ITAGE AREA ACT OF 2000
AMENDMENTS ACT
The bill (}1 R. 3261 to amend the

Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area
Act of 2000 to adjust the boundary of
the Yuma Crossing National Heritage
Area. and for other purposes, was con-
sidtred, ordered to a third reading.
read the third time. and passed
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109TH CONGRESS
2D SESSION

Calendar No. 403

H. R. 318
[Report No. 109-2411

IN TILE SENATE OF TILE UNITED STATES
NOVEMBER 16, 2005

Received; read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources

APRIL 20, 2006

Reported under authority of the order of the Senate April 7. 2006. by Mr.
!)mt:Nit, without amendment

AN ACT
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-

ability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent

Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit
of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reuresenta-

2 tires of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STUDY REGARDING

4 CASTLE NUGENT FARMS.

5 (a) FINDIN;:-..-Congress finds the following:
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1 (1) Castle Nugent Farms, located on the south-

2 eastern shore of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, is

3 the largest parcel of privately-held land in the Virgin

4 Islands and has been an operating cattle ranch for

5 50 years.

6 (2) This land has the largest and healthiest

7 fringing coral reef anywhere in the Virgin Islands.

8 (3) It consists of Caribbean dry forest and

9 pasturelands with considerable cultural resources in-

10 eluding both pre-Columbian and post-European set-

11 tlement.

12 (4) Castle Nugent Farms contains a large his-

13 tonic 17th century Danish estate house that sits on

14 over 4 miles of pristine Caribbean oceanfront prop-

15 erty.

16 (5) In addition to being an area for turtle nest-

17 ing and night heron nesting, it is the home for the

18 Senepol cattle breed, a unique breed of cattle that

19 was developed on St. Croix in the early 1900's to

20 adapt to the island's climate.

21 (b) STUDY.-The Secretary of the Interior shall carry

22 out a study regarding the suitability and feasibility of des -

2323 Castle Nugent Farms as a unit of the National

24 Park System.

HR 318 RS
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1 (e) STUDY PROCESS AND COMPLETION.-Section

2 8(e) of Public Law 91-383 (16 U.S.C. la-5(e)) shall

3 apply to the conduct and completion of the study required

4 by this section.

HR 318 RS
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Reported without amendment
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