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The ruins of Fortsberg, a typical 18th century citadel fortress, are
located on the summit of a high hill commanding Coral Bay. Built
over the ruins of an earlier breastwork completed in 1723, the pre-
sent fort is a 120' by 60' rectangle with bastions at the salient
angles. Laid out with the long sides on a southwest-northeast axis,
the fort is one story in height with rubble masonry foundation and
curtain walls, with brick linings at the door and window openings
and at the corners. The curtains are battered on the exterior face
and vary from 14 to 22 feet in height, due to the irregular terrain.

The fort is entered through a sally-port in the southwest curtain.

The door has a flattened pointed arch and is flanked by narrow win-
dows now bricked in. There are also arched window openings in the
north ends of both the northwest and southeast curtains, and an open-
ing centered in the northeast wall, all of which are brick lined.

No traces of the windows or the entrance door remain. Also, no roof
structure remains in-situ, but there are indications that the bastions
had flat, brick roofs resting on a wooded frame.

The south and west bastions were divided into two and three rooms
respectively. A rectangular structure measuring 18 by 30 feet is
located in the center of the court, built on an elevated rubble
platform. This structure has a door in the southwest end wall and
is served by a short run of masonry steps, which remain. The walls
are rubble masonry, two feet thick, to a point approximating window
sill height, with the upper part being of half timbered construction.
There is no evidence of the original roof structure or form.

An enclosed staircase in the southeast corner of the fort connects
the court level with a continuous walkway along the curtains and

the gun decks over the corner bastions. The staircase, built against
the curtain wall, is brick with brick supporting arches, and encloses
a small vaulted cell under the top landing.

There also exists the ruins of a foundation for an unidentified
structure 50 feet west of the entrance to the fort.

The Water Battery

Ruins of a supporting shore battery are located on a hill approximately
1000 feet southeast of the fort. A trapezoid in plan, three of the five
foot thick, six foot six inch high rubble curtains remain, enclosing a
space of approximately 37 by 54 feet. The interior of the battery is
heavily overgrown with vegetation, but the three foot ten inch parapet
wall with a continuous gun deck and seven embrasures are clearly visible.
Five cannon, without their carrages, remain inside the battery.
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The Virgin Island Government, Department of Conservation and Cultural
Affairs has held internal discussions leading to a decision on the
acquisition of all or a part of Fortsberg as an historic park. If
acquired the Government would restore the structures where possible,
stabilize the ruins and conduct a program of historic interpretation.
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The first fort, a stone breastwork, was constructed in 1717 as settlers moved to
Coral Bay from nearby St. Thomas, under the aegis of the Danish West
India and Guinea Company which laid out its first plantation, Carolina,

nearby. The fort is shown on a 1720 map of Coral Bay.

It was here

that a successful rebellion was mounted on November 23, 1733. Slaves
seized the fort, massacred the garrison and occupied most of the

The plantation owners fled to Mr. Durlo's
plantation, now Caneel Bay, which was fortified and successfully
defended. Two attempts by the Danes to supress the rebellion were
unsuccessful. Finally aid was secured from the Governor of Martinique.
Four hundred French soldiers encamped near Fortsberg and the rebellion
was suppressed after a campaign of six months.

Plantations of St. John.

Fortsberg was rebuilt by 1760 into its present rectangular form with

high walls, four bastions and gun decks.

During the Napoleonic Wars

the fort and adjacent "English Battery" were occupied by the British
in 1801 and from 1807 until 1815.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The eastern boundary of Fortsberg Historic District starts at point "A" on Popilleau
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to the beginning point of the boundary.
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On-site inspections suggest that archeological investigation will probably add to
our knowledge of the character of the earlier (pre-1800) fortifications on the
site, as well as of associations with the St. John's slave rebellion of 1833 and
the British occupation during the Napoleonic Wars.
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