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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The District Courts Building, orizirally the Hamburg-imerica Shipping Line
Administrative Offices, is located on the west side of Tolbod Gade,
slightly to the north of Veterans Drive. Designed by the German architect,
Fritz Klein, the building was compieted in 1914. Two storeys above grade,
and approximately 32 feet long by 75 feet wide, the building has eight
bays on the east and west facades and six on the south facade. There are
galleries on three sides on both thz first and second storey levels.
The building is constructed of reinforced concrete and bears on a “
reinforced concrete foundation platfecrm three feet thick. The foundation
platform is set on driven concrete posts aad a three foot deep sand and
cement bed.l The roof is composed of structural I beam rafters spaced
approximately six or seven feet on center.

The principal (east) facade fronting Tolbcd Gade consists of eight unequal
bays defined by concrete piers, two storeys high, 28 inches wide and 16
inches decep. The two exterior corners of the pisrs are chamfered. The
six northernmost bays are almost sym:2tricaily placed, while the second

~ bay from the scuth is the widest and the southernzost the narrowest.

Together the two southernmost bays are of approximately-the sace width as

the tvo northernmost. Behind the southernmost bay is the gallery of the lst store:

southern facade. Behind the wide bay are two windows, with twelve over
twelve double-hung sash windows. Mstal-ci2d wood blinds painted dark green
flanlk the windows.. Behind the first of the -regular bays is a modera wcod
dcor, surmounted by a fifteen light transom. Surmouating the door is a

" sign-reading "Departnient of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service."

In the next bay to the north of tha door is 2 window with fifteen over
fifteen double-hung sash flanked by blinds. The remaining bays contain
transomed double doors. All the transcms except that of the northeramost
bay have air conditioning units, and all the doors are flanked by mstal
clad wood blinds painted green.” The blinds match the cothers and can be
closed to cover the doors encirely. The northernmost bay contains the
entrznce to the interior stairway asceading to the second storey. Above
it is a sign reading "United States District Couri of the Virgin 2slands."
The sign above the next door to the south reads "Department of Justice,
United States Marshal." .

The first and second storeys are divided by a concrete beam at the
perimeter of the second storey concrete slab. The beam intersects the
colurns and the chamfers so that three sides of the pier are exposed.
Between the piers is an iron railing with vertical bars. The two bays at
both the north and south ends of the second storey gallery are enclosed,
leaving a reveal to which the railings are attached. 0" the second storey
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Gallery, each open bay except the second bay from the south contains a
window with a fifteen over fifteen double-hung sash unit surrounded by
shutters similar to the others. The second bay from the south contains
a door with a sixteen light transom and full length shutters. Above the
second storey the piers abut a continuous rectilincar concrete beam
which, along with a simple roof flashing, functions as the only cornice-
element. The corrugated metal splayed hip rcof is visible above the
building. : '

The south and west facades are similar in character and detail to the
Principal facade. The south facade, fronting Veterans Prive, is .-
composed of six bays. Although each outermost bay is smaller than the
others, the six bays are bilaterally symmetrical, as opposed to thosa of
the principal facade. A free-standing, cne-storey annex built by the
Virgin Islands Public Works Department stands immadiately to the south of

“the building and blocks the entire fi-sr sterey of the south facade. On

- ——the second storey the railing continues between the piers. Though not

enclosed on the first storev, the casteramost bay is enclosed on the
second storey. - A small door leads from thes west wall of the enclosure

to the gallery. The two easternmost open bays each contain two windows
with twelve over twelve double-hung sash units. Each window is surrounded
by a pair of blinds so that the adjacent blinds in between each pair

--~--overlap. The next bay to the west contains a single window with a fifteen .

over fifteen double-huag sash unit flanked by matching blinds. The westemn
bay of.the wall contains double doors, each with six lights and surmounted
by a fifteen light transom. Matching shutters flank the aperture from the
top of the transom to the bottom of the doors. A gutter pipe runs the
length of the concrete beam above the piers. Over the second pier from

the west the beanm is slizhtly recessed and the flashirg is slightly pinched
forward to accommodate a downspout. The center column and that irmediately
to the west of it support the antennae that rise above the roof.

The west fzcade is composed of eight unequal bays identical in columniatien
to that of the east facade. Due to neighboring structures and landscaping,
the westcrn facade, especially the first storey, is less visible. An
exterior iron staircase has been attached to the southwast corner of the
perimeter of the gallery. The three norrhernmost bays of the second storey
gallery are enclosed; a modern door on the south wall of the enclosure lecads
to the gallery.

United States District Courts Luilding i -
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The north facade of the building is a blank unfenestrated concrete wall.
The building's exterior is painted yellow with white painted piers, window
and door trim, and cornice flashing.

A sixty-one foot high reinforced concrete water tower originally rose
above the southeast corner of the building, extending 30 feet above the’
cornice and thirteen feet above the roof peak. The three tiered tower

. began at the cornice level and included three vertical slit openings at
each side of the middle tier.2 A fan-aerated tower cistern and additional
attic storage tanks provided a total capacity of sixty tons of water.3 The
tower was removed at an unknown date. =

The building's interior at the first, second, and attic levels has been
substantially modified to accommodate a wide variety of U.S. Coverament
offices. Consequently, the present interiors consist of hardbeard paneled
walls, suspended ceilings and tile flooring. The original intericr plan is
_not discernable. Documentary sources indicate that the original interior
spaces which housed the shipping offices for the Hamburg-American Line
included wood jalousie windows which were painted white as were the wood
ceilings. The wood trim was of pitch pine and oak, zad the flooring was of
- ornamental tile and linoleum.* The jalousie windows have been removed. The
original ceilings remain beneath the acoustical tiles; however, due to the
extensiveness of the remodellng 1t is unlikely that much else has been

retained.
Y
i
- ‘
1 St. Thomas Tidende, Szturday, November 8, 1913.
2 Luther K. Zabriske, The Virrin Islands of the United States of America.

{New York and London: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1918).
St. Thomis Tidende, Saturday, November 8, 1913.
Ibid. y b4 . =
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The District Courts Building was originally built in 1913-1914 by “
The Hamburg-America Shipoing Line (die Hamburg - Amerikanishe
Packetfahrt Aktien Gesellschaft) to house its administrative

offices. The Hamburg-Amesrica Line was then the largest commercial
steamship line in the world, and the building contained offices for

the Superintendent Counsul and the Imperial German Consulate.

Because of the need to defend the eastern approach to the Panama
Canal during Yorld War I, the U.S. purchased the Danish llest Indies
in 1917. The following year the Hamburg-America Line was required to

- sell its West Indian interests, including the administrative office

_building in Charlotte Amalie, to the United States. It now houses

the U.S. Immigration and Haturalization Service, the U.S. Marshal
Service, and the U.S. District Court. . o A s w4 e

LR TR L.

Designed by a German modernist architect, Fritz Klein, the building is
an early example of modern architecture in the Virgin Islands. Its

_reinforced concrete structure was designed to resist earthquakes and to

conform to the strict local fire code. The forthright exprassion
of the building's skeletal structure creates & rhythm and scale
sympathetic to that of Charlctte Amalie's traditional mascnry structures.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The District Courts Building, origirnally the Hamburg-imerica Shipping Line
Administrative Offices, is located on the west side of Tolbod Gade,
slightly to the north of Veterans Drive. Designed by the German architect,
Fritz Klein, the building was completed in 1914. Two storeys above grade,
and approximately 82 feet long by 75 feet wide, the building has eight
bays on the east and west facades and six on the south facade. There are
galleries on three sides on both thz first and second storey levels.

e

The building is constructed of reinforced concrete and bears on a
reinforced concrete foundation platferm three feet thick. The foundation
platform is_set on driven concrete posts aand a three foot deep sand and
cement bed.! The roof is composed of structural I beam rafters spaced
approximately six or seven feet on center.

The principal (east) facade fronting Tolbed Gade consists of eight unequal
bays defined by concrete piers, twe storeys high, 28 inches wide and 16
inches deep. The two exterior corners of the piers are chamfered. The

six northernmost bays are almost symaztrically placed, while the second
bay from the south is the widest and the southernmost the narrowest.
Together the two southernmost bays are of approximately the same width as :
the two northernmost. Behind the southernmost bay is the gallery of the lst storey
southern facade. Behind the wide bay z2re two windows, with twelve over
twelve double-hung sash windows. Mztal-ciad wood blinds painted dark green
flank the windows.. Behind the first of the regular bays is a modera wcod
dcoxr, surmounted by a fifteen light transom. Surmounting the door is a

sign reading 'Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service."
In the next bay to the north of tha doow is a window with fifteen over
fifteen double-hung sash flanked by blinds. The remaining bays contain
transomed double doors. All the tranccms except that of the northernmost
bay have air conditioning units, and all the doors are flanked by metal

clad wood blinds painted green.” The btlinds match the cothers and can be
closed to cover the doors entirely. The northernmost bay contains the
entrance to the interior stairway ascending to the second storey. Above

t is a sign reading "United States District Couri of the Virgin islands."
The sign above the next door to the south reads "Department of Justice,
United States Marshal." .

The first and second storeys are divided by a concrete beam at the
perimeter of the second storey concrete slab. The beam intersects the
columns and the chamfers so that three sides of the pier are exposed.
Between the piers is an iron railing with vertical bars. The two bays at
both the north and south ends of the second storey gallery are enclosed,
leaving a reveal to which the railings are attached. 0" the second storey
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Gallery, each open bay except the second bay from the south contains a
window with a fifteen over fifteen double-hung sash unit surrounded by
shutters similar to the others. The second bay from the south contains
a door with a sixteen light transom and full length shutters. Above the
second storey the piers abut a continuous rectilincar concrete beam
which, along with a simple roof flashing, functions as the only cornice
element. The corrugated metal splayed hip rcof is visible above the
building.

The south and west facades are similar in character and detail to the
principal facade. The south facade, fronting Veterans Prive, is.
composed of six bays. Although each outermost bay is smaller than the
others, the six bays are bilaterally symmetrical, as opposed to those of
the principal facade. A free-standing, cne-storey annex built by the
Virgin Islands Public Works Department stands immediately to the south of
the building and blocks the entire rirst sterev of the south facade. On

—the second storey the railing coiitinues between the piewrs. Though not

enclosed on the first storey, the casternmost bay is enclosed on the

second storey. A small door leads from the west wall of the enclosure

to the gallery. The two easternmost open bays each contain two windows
with twelve over twelve double-hung sash units. Each window is surrounded
by a pair of blinds so that the adjacent blinds in between each pair
overlap. The next bay to the west contains a single window with a fifteen
over fifteen double-hung sash unit flanked by matching blinds. The western
bay of. the wall contains double doors, each with six lights and surmounted
by a fifteen light transom. Matching shutters flank the aperture from the
top of the transom to the bottom of the doors. A gutter pipe runs the
length of the concrete beam above the piers. Over the second pier from

the west the beam is slishtly recessed and the flashing is slightly pinched
forward to accommodate a downspout. The center colum and that immediately
to the west of it support the antennae that rise above the roof.

The west facade is composed of eight unequal bays identical in columniatien
to that of the east facade. Due to neighboring structures and landscaping,
the western facade, especially the first storey, is less visible. An
exterior iron staircase has been attached to the southwest corner cof the
perimeter of the gallery. The three norchernmost bays of the second storey
gallery are enclosed; a modern door on the south wall of the enclosure leads
to the gallery.

United States District Courts Luilding
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The north facade of the building is a blank unfenestrated concrete wall.
The building's exterior is painted yellow with white painted piers, window
and door trim, and cornice flashing.

A sixty-one foot high reinforced concrete water tower originally rose

above the southeast corner of the building, extending 30 feet above the’
cornice and thirteen feet above the roof peak. The three tiered tower
began at the cornice level and included three vertical slit openings at
each side of the middle tier.2 A fan-aerated tower cistern and additional
attic storage tanks provided a total capacity of sixty tons of water.3 The
tower was removed at an unknown date.

The building's interior at the first, second, and attic levels has been
substantially modified to accommodate a wide variety of U.S. Covernment
offices. Consequently, the present interiors consist of hardbecard paneled
walls, suspended ceilings and tile flooring. The original intericr plan is
not discernable. Documentary sources indicate that the original interior
spaces which housed the shipping offices for the Hamburg-American Line
included wood jalousie windows which were painted white as were the wood
ceilings. The wood trim was of pitch pine and oak, znd the flooring was of
ornamental tile and linoleum.* The jalousie windows have been removed. The
original ceilings remain beneath the acoustical tiles; however, due to the
extensiveness of the remodeling it is unlikely that much else has been
retained.

0"

1 Sit. Thomas Tidende, Saturday, November 8, 1913.

2 Luther K. Zabrisig} The Virgin Islands of the United States of America.
{New York and London: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1918).

3 St. Thomas Tidende, Saturday, November 8, 1913.

4 Tbid.

United States District Courts Building
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The District Courts Building was originally built in 1913-1514 by ¢
The Hamburg-America Shipping Line (die Hamburg - Amerikanishe
Packetfahrt Aktien Gesellschaft) to house its administrative
offices. The Hamburg-America Line was then the largest commercial
steamship line in the world, and the building contained offices for
the Superintendent Counsul and the Imperial German Consulate.

Because of the need to defend the eastern approach to the Panama
Canal during Yorld War I, the U.S. purchased the Danish Yest Indies
in 1917. The following year the Hamburg-America Line was required to
sell its West Indian interests, including the administrative office
building in Charlotte Amalie, to the United States. It now houses
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the U.S. Marshal
Service, and the U.S. District Court.

Designed by a German modernist architect, Fritz Klein, the building is

an early example of modern architecture in the Virgin Islands. Its
reinforced concrete structure was designed to resist earthquakes and to
conform to the strict local fire code. The forthright expression

of the building's skeletal structure creates a rhythm and scale
sympathetic to that of Charlctte Amalie's traditional mascnry structures.
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STATE : _CODE COUNTY
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STATE CODE COUNTY

CODE

FOLM PREPARED BY
NAME 7 TITLE
General Services Administration

QRGANIZATION DATE
Historic Preservation

STREET & NUMBER 3 . TELEPHONE
19th & F Street, NV 566-1370
CITY OR TOWHN STATE

Washifigton, DC 20405
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3 CERTIFICATION OF NGMINATION .
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YER S NO il NONE___

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In comphiance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the Nationa! Register, cenifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nommat‘ioyo the State Review Board and to

evaluate its signiiicance. The evaluated leve!pf figngficange is Ngtional State Local.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE .

TITLE “%Wﬂhw»&'\\h qu}w, AT J DATE 8 .22-F8

FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT TRIS PROPERTY IS PCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

(615710107

118225/S 0/

I
@«
<
3
o
I
=
=
)
Z
'
W
=
)
W
2
~

180 000

18°18&

S IO00GLOIEEET

65°00/

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey
in cooperation with Office of Territories,

U. S. Department of the Interior

Control by USGS, USC&GS, USCE, and U. S. Dept. of Public Roads

Topography from aerial photographs by phtgbgrammetric methods
Aerial photographs taken 1954. Field check 1954-1955

Hydrography from USC&GS chart 905, dated 1952

Polyconic projection. Puerto Rican datum, 1940 adjustment
10,000-foot grid based on Puerto Rican coordinate system,
Virgin Islands extension .

Red tint indicates area in which only
landmark buildings are shown

Unchecked elevations are shown in brown
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SCALE 1:24000
ot

C 5000 6000 - 7000 FEET
B b——— 1= ar——JeeeaanE_ 2. - o
.

5 0 1 KILOMETER
s ... —————— ]

CONTOUR INTERVAL 40 FEET
DOTTED LINES REPRESENT 20-FOOT CONTOURS
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL
DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APPROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS 0.8 FEET
- THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
'FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20242

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC.MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
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CENTRAL ST. THOMAS QUADRANGLE :
VIRGIN ISLANDS—MUNICIPALITY OF ST. THOMAS AND ST.JOHN
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Heavy-duty Light-duty.
Medium-duty Unimproved dirt
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Public Buildings Service
Washington, DC 20405

Dr. William J. Murtagh C ‘ CEn s B
Keeper of the National Register [~ MAY 2 2<VED )
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation.pm; 3
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Department of the Interior 47kqu
Washington, DC 20240 REGISTER

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

< [ 13\
Enclosed is a copy of the nomination form for the United States
District Courts Building located in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas,
Virgin Islands.

The original nomination form was sent for evaluation and review to
Mr. Thomas Blake, Planning Director of the Virgin Islands Planning
Board on July 22, 1976. My office has tried repeatedly to retrieve
the nomination from Mr. Blake to no avail.

I am also enclosing a copy of the letter which was sent to Mr. Blake.
If you have any questions concerning this nomination please contact
Mr. Rolando Rivas-Camp on (202)3566=1370= ;... o947

We look forward to hearing from you concerning the nomination.

Sincerely,

TWE

MICHAEL F. MULLOY
Historic Preservatiion Officer

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Juan Luis
P.0. Box 599
Government House
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, VI 00801

Mr. Thomas Blake

Historic Preservation Officer
Virgin Islands

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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tir. Thomas Blake
TFlanning birector
Virgin Islands Plaoning Beard
Charlotte Amalie
8t. Thomas, Virgin Islandse 00801

re. United States District Courtsg Building, Charlotte Amalie

Dear lr{ Blake: )

p VRN S id
inclosed is a iiational Hegister Homination form prepared by tha
General Services Administration (GEA) for a property located in
the Virsin islands. Gtleasa review the nomination, indicate your

- vecormandation in item ¥12 and returm the original nowmination

and its enclosures in thie envelope provided. ‘'the copies are for
your files.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

(Signed) Michael F. Mulloy

HICHAEL F. MULLOY
Historie Freserxvation Cificer
Fnvironnental Affairs

Inelosures

cc: Official (SHPO) & Reading Files -~ PWA, US District Court Bldg., File, d ‘
RHPL, Reg. Comm. 2P, Director, PV, : b

{2 7 i

PWA:MFMULLOY:vmh 7/21/76 x%61370° [( k'r\é



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: Sy - st s 5422z .. LS
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
PROVECT: AAHOUK o - IHER A 777N, . FFLls

ADDRESS : 69¥;7¢‘— 2. GJEFACE- PHONE : 5a§i?f;;?7t7

STAFF MEMBER:,?%?%¢4§L_ Diviston: &

. REPORT:
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ VIRGIN ISLANDS

Date Entered OCT 1 0 1978
Name Location
Hamburg-America Shipping Line Administrative Charlotte Amalie
Offices St. Thomas Island

Also Notified

A\

Honorable Ron de Lugo State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Thomas Blake \
Planning Director

Mr. Michael F. Mulloy, GSA Virgin Islands Plannins Board
Charlotte Amalie
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801

(ffi_—~ Byers/bjr 10/13/78



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET

48B Tolbod Gade

BDNAME as it appears on federal register: |@OTHER NAMmES: TS @cme of entry: | (@)county code:
Hamburg-America Shipping Line Administrative Offices ‘ U,S.: District Courts }uil.lding iy T1 0 1978 L
KJ£OCATION street & number city / town v1cinity of- |state| county “pq REGION:
~ Charlotte Amalie \2% L St, Thomas - _SE -

@ ADMINISTRATOR: __

GSA

CISTATE CJMUNICIPAL CJCOUNTY CIMULTiPLE I FEDERAL(agency name)

(7) OWNER [JPRIVATE = S
®) EXISTING SURVEYS __*\8"_4:'#1& HHLl@FUNDED" Oves ONo I@CONCRESS DISTRICT g@EQURLE of NOMINATION OISTATE FE‘BERf" s
BPwiinie NATIONAL MEGISTER ISTORIC BISTRIET? S0 wita OTIEGAL RISTORE LANDMARK? I@Mm ; — p el
Oives 0 L e ONe £l ws, waNe : O LocAL :‘:?Mm ORGANIZATION
@CONDITION Ddeteriorated Oaltered Doriginal site @teatures: o CJSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 o ISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 TZ»C]SUBSIANTMLLHNTACT-S
Oexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved S ONOT INTACT-O O NOT INTACT-O COINOT INTACT - ©
Ogood Ounexposed Oreconstructed COunknown EDUNKNUVIN-A! ;D UNKNOWN-5 SO UNKNOWN -6
Dfair Ounexcavated Oexcavated ZJNOT APPLICABLE=7 @O NOT APPLICABLE-8 Z O NOT APPLICABLE- ©

@ACCESS [JYES=Restricted [JYES =Unrestricted

O No Access [ Unknown |@ADAPTIVE Usi OYes Ono| @)

SAVED? [JYES [ IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? (Jyes(Jno

(J LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15

O POLITICS/ GOVT.- 21 O RECREATION -28 ]@CLAIMS: explain

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : DI ENGINEERING =11 A .
CARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric-2 () COMMERCE -6 D) ENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW- 16 O RELIGION=22 O SETTLEMENT=29 e
O ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 D COMMUNICATIONS =7 (D EXPLORATION =12 O LITERATURE=17 O SCIENCE- 23 D URBAN PLANNING=31 ‘oldest’ O
O AGRICULTURE =3 (O CONSERVATION=-8 O HEALTH=27 O MILITARY =18 (3 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 [J OTHER (SPECIFY)
O ARCHITECTURE=4 O ECONOMICS=9 0 INDUSTRY=13 O music-19 [ SOCIAL / CULTURAL=30 ‘only’ O
O ART=5 O EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION-14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 3 TRANSPORTATION-25
@ functions @ dates of initial construction: i I
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: major alterations :
CURRENTLY: historic events:
@8 architectural style(s): architect: master builder: @enginoor 3
g landscape architect/ garden designer: @lntorior decorator: @9 artist: @mi-an: T@builderloontnetor;

@NAMES give role & date
PERSONAL:

EVENTS :

INSTITUTIONAL:

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewers initials date.

_ I |F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERZ& PUT ON REVERSE



