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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The District Courts Building, originally the riamSurg-Amarica Shipping Line 
Administrative Offices, is located on the irest side of Tolbod Gade, 
slightly to the north of Veterans Drive. Designed by the CJeman architect,
Fritz Klein, the building was completed in 1914. Two storeys above grade, 
and approximately 82 feet long by 75 feet vide, the building has eight 
bays on the east and west facades and six on the south facade. There are 
galleries on three sides on both the first and second storey levels.

The building is constructed of reinforced concrete and bears on a 
reinforced concrete foundation platfora three feet thick. The foundation 
platform is set on driven concrete posts and a three foot deep sand and 
cement bed.^ The roof is composed of structural I beam rafters spaced 
approximately six or seven feet on center. "

The principal (east) facade fronting Tolbcd Gade consists of eight unequal 
bays defined by concrete piers, two storeys high, 28 inches wide and 16 
Inches deep. The two exterior comers of the piers are chamfered. The 
six northernmost bays are almost syxietricaily placed, while the second 
.bay from the south is the widest and the so-utliemmost the narrowest.
Together the tv:o southernmost bays are of approximately the same width as
the two northernmost. Behind the southernmost bay is the galleiry of the 1st store:
southern facade. Behind the wide bay are two windows, vjith tv;elve over
twelve double-hung sash windows. Metal-clad wood blinds painted dark green
flank the windows., Behind the first of the-regular bays is a modern wood
dcor, surmounted by a fifteen light transom. Surmounting the door is a
sign'reading ''I^epartnent of Justice ImriLigration and Naturalization Service."
In the next bay to the north of the door is a window \ri.th fifteen over 
fifteen double-hung, sash flanked by blinds. Tlie remaining bays contain 
transomed double doors. All the transoms except that of the northernmost 
bay have air conditioning units, and all the doors are flanked by metal 
clad wood blinds painted green. Tl:e blinds match the others and can be 
closed to cover the doors entirely. The northernmost bay contains the 
entrance to the interior stain/ay ascending to the second storey. Above 
it Is a sign reading "United States District Court of the Virgin rslands."
The sign above the next door to the south reads ".Department of Justice,
Ibited States Marshal."

The first and second storeys are divided by a concrete beam at the 
perimeter of the second storey concrete slab. The beam intersects the 
columns and tlic chamfers so that three sides of the pier are exposed.
Between the piers is an iron railing with vertical bars. Tlie two bays at 
both the north and south ends of the second storey gallery are enclosed, 
leaving a reveal to which the railings are attached. On the second storey
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Gallery, each open bay except the second bay fron the south contains a 
window with a fifteen over fifteen double-hung sash unit surrounded by 
shutters similar to the others. The second bay fron the south contains 
a door with a sixteen light transom and full length shutters. Above the 
^cond storey the piers abut a continuous rectilinear concrete beam 
Which, along with a simple roof flashing, functions as the only comice'
elcment. Tne corrugated metal splayed hip roof is visible above the 
building.

The south and west facades are similar in character and detail, to the 
principal facade. The south facade, fronting Veterans Drive is- 
composed of s^ bays. Although each outermost bay is smaller than the 
others, the six bays are bilaterally symmetrical, as opposed to those of 
the principal facade. A free-standing, cne-storey annex built by the

Public Works Departnant stands immediately to the south of 
_the building and blocks the entire first, storey of the south facade. On 

the second storey the railing continues between the piers. Though not 
enclosed on the first storey, the easternmost bay is enclosed on the 
second storey. A small door leads from the west wall of the enclosure 
to the g^lery. The two easternmost open bays each contain tv;o vri.ndov7s 
trtth twelve oyer twelve double-hung sash units. £ach window is surrounded 
y a pair of blinds so that the adjacent blinds in between each pair 

-overlap. The next bay to the west contains a single window i^ith a fifteen 
over fifteen double-hung sash unit flanked by matching blinds. The western 
bay of..the wall contains double doors, each with six lights and surmounted 
by a -fifteen light transom. Matching shutters flank the aperture from the 
top of the transom to the bottom of the doors. A gutter pipe runs the 
length of the concrete beam above the piers. Over the second pier from 
the west the beam is slightly recessed and the flashing is slightly pinched 
forward to acccmmodatc a downspout. Tne center column and that immediately 
to the .west of it support the antennae that rise above the roof.

^e west facade is composed of eight unequal bays identical in columniaticn 
to that of the east facade. Due to neighboring structures and landscaping, 
the western facade, especially the first storey, is less visible. An 
exterior iron staircase has been attached to the southwest comer of the 
perimeter of the gallery. The three norr.hcmmost bays of the second storey
gallery are enclosed; a modem door on the south wall of the enclosure leads 
to the gallery.

United States District Courts Duilding
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The north facade of the building is a blank unfenestrated concrete wall.
The building's exterior is painted yellow with white painted piers, window 
and door trim, and comice flashing,

A sixty-one foot high reinforced concrete water tower originally rose 
above the southeast comer of the building, extending 30 feet above the* 
comice and thirteen feet above the roof peak. The three tiered tower 
began at the comice level and included three vertical slit openings at 
each side of the middle tier.2 A fan-aerated tower cistern and additional 
attic storage tanks provided a total capacity of sixty tons of water.^ The 
tower v?as removed at an unknown date. -

The building's interior at the first, second, and attic levels has been 
substantially modified to accommodate a wide variety of U.S. Government 
offices. Consequently, the present interiors consist of hardboard paneled 
vails, suspended ceilings and tile flooring. The original interior plan is 
not discemable. Documentary sources indicate that the original interior 
spaces which housed the shipping offices for the Ilamburg-American Line 
Included wood jalousie iTindov’s which were painted white as v?ere the ivood 
ceilings. The wood trim was of pitch pine and oalc, and the flooring was of 
ornamental tile and linoleum.^ The jalousie windows have been removed. The 
original ceilings remain beneath the acoustical tiles; however, due to the 
extensiveness of the remodeling it is unlikely that much else has been 
retained.

It

,=i • ‘ .

'V

-■ i-

1 St. Thomas Tidcndc, Saturday, November 8, 1913.
2 Luther K. Zabriske, The Virgin Islands of the United States of America. 

■{New York and London: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1918).
3 St. Thom-is Tidende. Saturday, November 8, 1913.
4 Ibid.

United States District Courts Building
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The District Courts Building was originally built in 1913-1914 by 
The Hamburg-America Shipoing Line (die Hamburg - Amarikanishe 
Packetfahrt Aktien Gesellschaft) to house its administrative 
offices. The Hamburg-A.merica Line was then the largest commercial 
steamship line in the world, and the building contained offices for
the Superintendent Counsul and the Imperial German Consulate.

*
Because of the need to defend the eastern approach to the Panama 
Canal during World War I, the U.S. purchased the Danish West Indies 
in 1917. The following year the Hamburg-America Line was required to 
sell its West Indian interests, including the administrative office 
building in Charlotte Amalie, to the United States. It now houses 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the U.S. Marshal 
Service, and the U.S. District Court. . -
Designed by a German modernist architect, Fritz Klein, the building is 
an early example of modern architecture in the Virgin Islands. Its 
reinforced concrete structure was designed to resist earthquakes and to 
conform to the strict local fire code. The forthright expression 
of the. building's skeletal structure creates a rhythm and scale 
sympathetic to that of Charlotte .Amalie's traditional masonry structures,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL API'EARANCE

The District Courts Building, originally the rtamburg-America Shipping Line 
Administrative Offices, is located on the v;est side of Tolbod Cade, 
slightly to the north of Veterans Drive. Designed by the German architect, 
Fritz Klein, the building was completed in 1914. Two storeys above grade, 
and approximately 82 feet long by 75 feet wide, the building has eight 
bays on the east and west facades and six on the south facade. There are 
galleries on three sides on both the first and second storey levels.

The building is constructed of reinforced concrete and bears on a 
reinforced concrete foundation platform three feet thick. The foundation 
platform is^set on driven concrete posts and a three foot deep sand and 
cement bed.^ The roof is composed of structural I beam rafters spaced 
approximately six or seven feet on center.

The principal (east) facade fronting Tolbod Gade consists of eight unequal 
bays defined by concrete piers, two storeys high, 28 inches wide and 16 
inches deep. The tvjo exterior comers of the piers are chamfered. The 
six northernmost bays are almost syor'ietrically placed, while the second 
bay from the south is the w^idest and the southernmost the narrowest.
Together the two southernmost bays are of approximately the same width as
the tv7o northernmost. Behind the southernmost bay is the gallery of the 1st storey
southern facade. Behind the v;ide bay are two windows, with tvralve over
twelve double-hung sash windows. Metal-clad wood blinds painted dark green
flank the windov/s. . Behind the first of the regular bays is a niodern wood
door, surmounted by a fifteen light transom. Surmounting the door is a
sign reading ''Department of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service."
In the next bay to the north of the door is a vjindow with fifteen over 
fifteen double-hung, sash flanked by blinds. Tlie remaining bays contain 
transomsd double doors, /ill the transoms except that of the northernmost 
bay have air conditioning units, and all the doors are flanked by metal 
clad wood blinds painted green. The blinds match the others and can be ^
closed to cover the doors entirely. The northernmost bay contains the 
entrance to the interior stairrvay ascending to the seco’id storey. Above 
It is a sign reading "United States District Court of the Virgin rtilands."
The sign above the next door to the south reads ".Departtient of Justice,
United States Marshal."

The first and second storeys are divided by a concrete beam at the 
perimeter of the second storey concrete slab, lire beam intersects the 
columns and the chamfers so that three sides of the pier are exposed. 
Between the piers is an iron railing with vertical bars. Tlie two bays at 
both the north and south ends of the second storey gallery are enclosed, 
leaving a reveal to v.’hich the railings are attached. On the second storey
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Gallery, each open bay except the second bay from the south contains a 
window with a fifteen over fifteen double-hung sash unit surrounded by 
shutters similar to the others. The second bay from the south contains 
a door with a sixteen light transom and full length shutters. Above the 
second storey the piers abut a continuous rectilinear concrete, beam 
which, along with a simple roof flashing, functions as the only comice 
element. The corrugated metal splayed hip roof is visible above the 
building.

The south and west facades are similar in character and detail to the 
principal facade. The south facade, fronting Veterans Drive, is 
composed of six bays. Although each outermost bay is smaller than the 
others, the six bays are bilaterally synimetrical, as opposed to those of 
the principal facade. A free-standing, cne-storey annex built by the 
Virgin Islands Public Works Depart-mant stands immediately to the south of 
the building and blocks the entire rirsr .storey of the south facade. On 

—the second storey the railing continues betV7een the piers. Though not 
enclosed on the first storey, the easternmost bay is enclosed on the 
second storey. A small door leads from the west wall of the enclosure 
to the gallery. The two easternmost open bays each contain two v;indows 
with twelve over twelve double-hung sash units. Each window is surrounded 
by a pair of blinds so that the adjacent blinds in between each pair 
overlap. The next bay to the west contains a single window with a fifteen . 
over fifteen double-hung sash unit flanked by matching blinds. The western 
bay of..the wall contains double doors, each with six lights and surmounted 
by a .'fifteen light transom. ^latching slnitters flank the aperture from the 
top of the ti'ansora to the bottom of the doors. A gutter pipe runs the 
length of the concrete beam above the piers. Over the second pier from 
the w’est the beam is slightly recessed and the flashing is slightly pinched 
forward to accommodate a dov.nspout. Tne center column and that irmadiatcly 
to the .west of it support the antennae that rise above the roof.

The v;est facade is composed of eight unequal bays identical in columniaticn 
to that of the east facade. Due to neighboring structures and landscaping, 
the western facade, especially the first storey, is less visible. An 
exterior iron staircase has been attached to the southwest comer of the 
perimeter of the gallery. The three northernmost bays of the second storey 
gallery are enclosed; a modem door on the south w'all of the enclosure leads 
to the gallery.

United States District Courts building

1
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The north facade of the building is a blank unfeiiestrated concrete wall. 
The building's exterior is painted yellow with white painted piers, window 
and door trim, and comice flashing.

A sixty-one foot high reinforced concrete water tower originally rose 
above the southeast comer of the building, extending 30 feet above the ’ 
comice and thirteen feet above the roof peak. The three tiered tower 
began at the comice level and included three vertical slit openings at 
each side of the middle tier.2 A fan-aerated tower cistern and additional 
attic storage tanks provided a total capacity of sixty tons of water.^ The 
tower w^as removed at an unknown date.

The building's interior at the first, second, and attic levels has been 
substantial!}' modified to accommodate a wide variety of U.S. Government 
offices. Consequently, the present interiors consist of hardboard paneled 
walls, suspended ceilings and tile flooring. The original interior plan is 
not discemable. Documentary sources indicate that the original interior 
spaces vjhich housed the shipping offices for the Hamburg-American Line 
included wood jalousie windov’s which were painted white as vrere the wood 
ceilings. The wood trim was of pitch pine and oak, and the flooring was of 
ornamental tile and linoleum.'^ The jalousie windows have been removed. The 
original ceilings remain beneath the acoustical tiles; however, due to the 
extensiveness of the remodeling it is unlikely that much else has been 
retained.

■

1
2

St. Thomas Tidendc, Saturday, November 8, 1913.
Luther K. Zabriske, The Virgin Islands of the United States of America.

3
4

(New York and London: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1918). 
St. Thomas Tidende, Saturday, November 8, 1913. 
Ibid.

United States District Courts Building
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The District Courts Building was originally built in 1913-1914 by 
The Hamburg-America Shipoing Line (die Hamburg - Amerikanishe 
Packetfahrt Aktien Gesel1schaft) to house its administrative 
offices. The Hamburg-America Line was then the largest commercial 
steamship line in the v/orld, and the building contained offices for 
the Superintendent Counsul and the Imperial German Consulate.
Because of the need to defend the eastern approach to the Panama 
Canal during World War I, the U.S. purchased the Danish West Indies 
in 1917. The following year the Hamburg-America Line was required to 
sell its West Indian interests, including the administrative office 
building in Charlotte Amalie, to the United States. It now houses 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, the U.S. Marshal 
Service, and the U.S. District Court.

Designed by a German modernist architect, Fritz Klein, the building is 
an early example of modern architecture in the Virgin Islands. Its 
reinforced concrete structure was designed to resist earthquakes and to 
conform to the strict local fire code. The forthright expression 
of the. building's skeletal structure creates a rhythm and scale 
sympathetic to that of Charlotte Amalie's traditional masonry structures.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Public Buildings Service 
Washington, DC 20405

M/IV I C

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register L 1Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation J 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service i * 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:° . 1 ,

Enclosed is a copy of the nomination form for the United States 
District Courts Building located in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands.

The original nomination form was sent for evaluation and review to 
Mr. Thomas Blake, Planning Director of the Virgin Islands Planning 
Board on July 22, 1976. My office has tried repeatedly to retrieve 
the nomination from Mr. Blake to no avail.

I am also enclosing a copy of the letter which was sent to Mr. Blake. 
If you have any questions concerning this nomination please contact 
Mr. Rolando Rivas-Camp on (202)-564-=437U^ /

We look forward to hearing from you concerning the nomination.

Sincerely,

|Uo4) -A1mUo~\
'MICHAEL F. MULLOYI 
Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Juan Luis
P.O. Box 599 
Government House
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, VI 00801

Mr. Thomas Blake
Historic Preservation Officer
Virgin Islands

m) Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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register

U%hi%Ji^\Cj COU0Z.JS 4c.

Ch4^ot7G 4MAoe

lit, ilioms Blake 
Flanains uireccor 
Virgin Islands Flaonlng doard 
Charlotte Aiaalic
St. Thoaias, Virgin Islands OOSOl TJv^
re. linlted States *)letrict Courts Building. Charlotte Ansalle 

Dear iir(' Blake f

iixloaed is a itationsl Register Horalnation form prepared by the 
General Servicae 7lc.:?ilaistratioa (GSA) for a property located in 
the Virnia islarais. iicnea review the noniaatlon, isidicate your 
reconaandatioa lai itea >r'12 and return the original notuinatioa 
and its eneioaures in the envelope provided. I'he copies are for 
your files.

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely»

(Signed) Michael F. Malloy

MICFiATL F. laiLOY
liistoric Preservation Officer
Environmental Affairs

gnclosurca

cc; Official (SHPO) & Reading Files - PWA, US District Court Bldg., File,j^ 
'--------------------------- ...... ... . „ ....RHPL, Reg. Comm. 2P, Director, PW, 

PWA:MFIfULLOY:vmh 7/21/76 x61370'

^ .y

6r^



TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project ; ^//y’/ZI/^P ...

Date:

Address: — ^P,^. iZCf^/
Staff Division

/t<^ ^Ui'77/s=^A^y'^£:yi/.
y/y j/

/fo^y^cp ^/yy yf.Cyf./^.

\
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

^f^pHuKT Date: 0/9/'^
/

Address ; Phone ;

Staff Member; Division:

* Report:

^ ^AfSA/s/c’V^ ^ r/^ 

4^ : /A^/C-r^ 00,^^'
^<p(jr4 9/. ^ '

h/0^r
/



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE VIRGIN ISLANDS

Date Entered .//r J 0 1978

Name

Uaabarg-America Shipping Line Administrative 
Offices

Location

Charlotte Amalie 
St. Thomas Island

w
Also Notified

Honorable Ron de Lugo

Mr. Michael F. Mulloy, GSA

Byers/bjr 10/13/78

Mr. Thomas Blake \Planning Director | \
Virgin Islands Planning Boar4 \ 
Charlotte Amalie ^
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands OQ86l



r NATIONAI REGISTER DATA SHEET

^CONDITION □ deteriorated □ altered □ original site (^features; ^ GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ^□SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^□SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3
□ excellent □ ruins □ unaltered □ moved oqnot INTACT-O 2g not INTACT-O gGNOT INTACT -O
□ good □ unexposed □ reconstructed □ unknourn I^GUNKNOWN-4 IKGUNKNOWN-5 >GUNKN0WN-6
□ fair □ unexcavated □ excavated SGNOT APPLICABLE-7 SQNOT APPLICABLE-8 SGNOT APPLICABLE-9

,.s it i.t. -urs on federal ^

Hamburg-America Shipping Line Administrative Offices

48B Tolbod Gade __ Charlotte Amalie
PR.a, □MUNICiPAL □COUNT'f □rtUlIiPlEOWNER

EXISTING SURVEYS CHABS DHAER □HHl|@funded-> Oyes DHO ,©congress-district

K«» «nMiM.i£6isn» WSI08IG Wsiiisr? MTtiMl 8UTWIS UHWtMJSl

OTHER NAMES .

^ __U,S, District Courts Building
V ici n ’ ■ • ’

; VI
ns A__ _ _ ______

w

gldate of entry ; county co4«-

OCT 10 1978
ccunty

St, Thomas___
_____!@ ai; m; n i STRATOR ;

(g)NPS REGION-.

SE___

BSOURCEof NOMINATION □ STATE 'EOERAL ,
il state who prepared fpim?

□ local Dprivate organization

(^ACCESS GVES-Resfrict^ □ YES-Unrestricted □ No Access □ Unknown [@)A0APTIVE USE DYES GNoIQ SAVED? DYES | IS PRO PERTY A H ISTOR 1C DISTRICT? □ yes Gno

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :
□ ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 □ COMMERCE-6
□ ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 □ COMMUNICATIONS-7
□ AGRICUlTURE-3 □ CONSERVATION - 8
□ ARCHITECTURE-4 □ ECONOMICS-9
□ ART-5 □ EOUCATION-IO

□ ENGINEERING-11
□ ENTERTAINMENT-26
□ EXPLORATION-12
□ HEALTH-27
□ INOUSTRY-13
□ INVENTION-14

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15
□ LAW-IE
□ LITERATURE-17
□ MILITARY-18
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ POLITICS/GOVT.-21 □ RECREATION-28
□ RELIGION-22 □SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE-23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
□ SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 ______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

^CLAIMS: explain 
^first’G

* oldest’□ 

‘only’ □

^functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:
CURRENTLY:

^dates of loitiii construction: 
mijor altorations: 
historic otonts;

A ETHNIC GROUP 
'W' ASSOCIATION

^architectural style(s): ^architect’. ^master builder: l^engineer:

Q landscape architect / garden designer : ^interior decorator: ^ artist: partisan: ^builder/contractor:

1^NAMES give role A date
^personal:

events:

institutional:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

reviewer* initial*. .date. IIF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUM BER & PUT ON REVERSEI


